The 13" Sunday after Pentecost

September 7, 2025
11 a.m. Worship at the Kreider Farm

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become
familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our
pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home,
we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

P: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive
us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of
life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross

of * Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. C: Amen.



*OPENING HYMN Morning Has Broken ELW #556
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn -  ing;
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en,
3 Mine 1is  the sun - light! Mine is the morn - ing,
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black-bird  has spo - ken like the first bird.
like the  first dew - fall on the first grass.
born of  the one light E - den saw play!
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Praise for  the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev -ty morn - Ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass.
God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new day!

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te - ceive our  prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help,
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy
name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 18:1-11
' The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: ? “Come, go down to the potter’s
house, and there I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s
house, and there he was working at his wheel.  The vessel he was making of clay
was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as
seemed good to him.
> Then the word of the Lord came to me: ¢ Can I not do with you, O house of
Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s
hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 At one moment I may declare
concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will pluck up and break down and
destroy it, ® but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its
evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. * And
at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will
build and plant it, '°but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then
I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. ! Now,
therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says
the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan
against you. Turn now, all of you, from your evil way, and amend your ways and
your doings.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1 (read responsively)
! Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
“1t is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.



®For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21
'Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow
soldier Archippus, and to the church in your house:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

41 thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, > because I hear
of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. ¢1 pray that
the partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the
good that we share in Christ. I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.

8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command
you to do the right thing, ° yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—
and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. '°1
am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during
my imprisonment. ! Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful
to you and to me. '?T am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 1*1
wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during
my imprisonment for the gospel, *but I preferred to do nothing without your
consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something
forced. > Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so
that you might have him back for the long term, '®no longer as a slave but more
than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord.

17S0 if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome
me. '* If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to
me. 1, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing
about your owing me even your own self. 2 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 2! Confident of your obedience,
[ am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S142a
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*Gospel: Luke 14:25-33
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to
them, 2° “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 2° Otherwise,
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin
to ridicule him, ** saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.” 3! Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one
who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 3> So
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci



*HYMN OF THE DAY Give Me Jesus ELW #770
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1 In the morn-ing when I rise, in the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark . mid-night was my cry, dark. . . mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day, just a - bout the break of day,
4  Oh, . .when I come to die, oh, . when I come to die,
5 And . .when I want to sing, and ... when I want to sing,
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in the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid- night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, .when I come to die, give me Je - sus.
and . . . . when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
Refrain
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Give me Je sus, give me Je - sus.
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You may have all the rest, give me Je - sus.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual



* APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

A: We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your
love for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of
death. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

A: We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain farmlands,
animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and shield coastlands
from rising seas. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

A: We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and
compassion to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further the
common good. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

A: We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely. May they find
healing through your love and the care of those around them. Lead us to be your
hands and feet in the world. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

A: We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh
our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our
sharing of faith may transform lives. God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

A: We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. Surround
them with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your loving embrace.
God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

P: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer
and friend. C: Amen.



GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. BLESSING

P: Bless our hands to do your work, Holy God.

C:Bless these hands that have planted, tended, and harvested.
Bless these hands that have received good gifts.

Bless these hands that have prepared meals in love.
Bless these hands that have created beautiful things.
Bless these hands that held others in friendship.

Bless these hands that have closed in anger.

Bless these hands that have washed and scrubbed.
Bless these hands that have healed hurts.

Bless these hands that have earned wrinkles and scars.
Bless these hands that have reached out to others.

P: Bless our hands to do your work, Holy God.

C: Amen.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... O God, from you come the gifts of our bodies and minds, our
skills and abilities, and the opportunities to use these gifts in sustaining our lives
and in helping our neighbors. Take what we have gathered to bless all who are

suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S144a
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S144b
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

*EKUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your

praise.



When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us
again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread ' so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.

C: Amen.

*L.ORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
n | — !
e —— = — — P —
‘%a_d & my e » P
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
*INVITATION

P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. C: Thanks be to God



COMMUNION HYMN Beautiful Savior ELW #838
Requested by Linda Smith
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1 Beau -ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair 1s the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve thee,
Je - sus 18 fair - er, Je - sus 1S pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray... Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply
of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. C: Amen.



*BENEDICTION

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your
hearts; and the life of the Spirit -+ bless you and give you peace. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG Spirit, Open My Heart ACS # 1000
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1 God’s work, our hands: work -ing to - geth - cer,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - eer,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - eer,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-'ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress



*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB10503 1
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Jean Sinal
Our Lector — Kaye Burket
Our Usher — Stanley Smith
Our Altar Guild — Janet Stewart, Elaine Buchart
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ann Irvin, Ruth
Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Terry Creek, Julie
Dick, Joe Fagnani, Mary Farabaugh, Marilyn Horton, Rachel Kensinger, Kristen
Malloy, Janice Orczeck, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb
Sollenberger, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeft Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer.




Prayers of Christian sympathy and comfort are requested for Ann Irvin and
family upon the death of her husband Larry.

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Tues. 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon. — Fri. 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 13" Sunday after Pentecost
Worship Service/Church Picnic 11:00 a.m., Kreider Farm
God’s Work. Our Hands.
Monday — Breaking Bread Community Meal 5:00-6:00 p.m.,
Martinsburg Church of God
Tuesday — Council Meeting 6:30 p.m., Window Room/Zoom
Sunday — 14" Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
e/ Martinsburg Food Pantry > Vil
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Volunteers from Memorial Church of the Brethren will be
helping distribute food at the pantry on Thursdays,
September 4 and September 18 from 9:00 am until 11:00 am.
During harvest time, if you have any extra vegetables or fruit, it would be
appreciated on the dates we are open.

Items most needed for September: Hamburger Helper, Peanut Butter, Pasta
Sauce, Baked Beans, and Paper Towels.

We want to thank members for the school supplies, food, and monetary donations.

Many thanks,
Linda Smith




Adult Sunday School Class

Beginning Sunday, September 14 the Adult Sunday
School class will be studying the Gospel of John using
the N. T. Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guide. N. T.
Wright is a research professor of New Testament and
early Christianity at the University of St. Andrews in
Scotland and taught New Testament studies for twenty
years at Cambridge, McGill, and Oxford Universities.
His study guide leads us to experience the Gospel of
John in new ways through thoughtful questions, prayer
suggestions, and wuseful background and cultural
information. ~ Whether you want to participate in
discussions or join us as a silent observer, all are
welcome as we study God’s word in community. We
meet at 9:30 Sunday mornings in the Window Room.

Prayer Vigil
AN Saturday, October 4", from 6:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.
§ \ St. Matthew Lutheran Church will hold our annual World Prayer Vigil in
raycH observance of World Communion Sunday, October 5. Members are asked
to commit one half hour to pray for any concerns of a personal, church, or
worldwide nature. We hope to have enough participation to fill a twelve-hour time

period with continuous prayer. The sign-up sheet is located on the Narthex Bulletin
Board.
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Blessmg of the Animals!

Join
Rev. Traci Marriott and Otto Von Scooter
Rabbi Audrey Korotkin and Carly

for special blessings for all your pets!

Su‘ndag September 21,
2025

§ 1:00-3:00 PM
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*AT LEGION PARK, HOLLIDAYSBURG



Homewood at Martinsburg
“; Auxiliary's

L Annual Fall Bazaar
Vel ewee® ™ Thursday, September 25th
s e A Friday, September 26th
Mot 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day
In the Givler Cultural Center

C}woosc from a wonderful selection of

handmade crafts, giFt l:»askcts_, and
delicious food. E_njoy Chcf Wes's soups,

sandwmhcs, and desserts!

Trcasurcs for everyone!

S\
3 N\\,.OL‘
WELCY :\N
Raffle Paskets - ~RS
DOR=
437 Givler Drive, Martinsburg, PA 16662 '

814.793.3728
Vendor interest email tapatterson@hmwd.org

Proceeds benefit the Homewood at Martinsburg Auxiliary
and will be used to purchase

items that enhance the lives of Homewood residents.
Homewood at Martinsburg Auxiliary is a 501¢c3

*Qur organist De Cree will be selling aprons at this event.



