Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 21, 2025
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After
you add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward
the center aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so
that you become familiar with our family in Christ.
These sheets help our pastor and congregation with
our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose
salvation is sure. C:Amen.

P:Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:Long-expected God,

C:we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on
the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent
among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

P:God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.

++ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
C:Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying ELW #436

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE O, Come, All Ye Faithful (vs. 1-2) ELW #283
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Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2

Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade




*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may
receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. C: Amen.

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN O Come O Come Emanuel (vs 4 only)
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Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kéln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16

19The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, ' “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep
as Sheol or high as heaven.” > But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put
the Lord to the test.” ' Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little
for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? '* Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and
shall name him Immanuel. !> He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how
to refuse the evil and choose the good. ' For before the child knows how to refuse
the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will

be deserted.”
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 (read responsively)
' Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
O LORD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
>You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
°You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
"Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
7Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
18 And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7

'Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,
3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the
flesh #and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, ° through whom we
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among
all the gentiles for the sake of his name, ¢ including you who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ,

"To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

8 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. '° Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 2° But
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2! She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 2° but had no marital
relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY Pastor Traci

*HYMN OF THE DAY Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW # 242



* APOSTLES’ CREED

A:

Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our spirits
through the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together we
proclaim your advent among us. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our hearts

with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. God of
grace, C: hear our prayer.

- You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for justice

and care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in the faces
of our neighbors. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional hurt

overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the
challenges of depression, or who are ill. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

: Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with communities

of support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in ways that provide
safety for all children and those who care for them. God of grace, C: hear our
prayer.

. We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service.

Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and we
are held in your in love. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. C: Amen.



*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be
for the world signs of your kingdom come. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*PROPER PREFACE
P: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join

their unending hymn:
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you
for creating a world of order and beauty.

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim
your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the
suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith,
increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*L.ORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION
P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.
C: Thanks be to God.
COMMUNION HYMN Away in a Manger ELW #277




*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray...God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit
in the name of Jesus. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: May God who comes among us, Father, 1+ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG Joy to the World ELW #267
*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Keep awake. C Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of loved one from
Sarah Detwiler.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Pianists — Dr. Adam Smith, Ben Decker
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Acolyte — Mace Baker
Our Assisting Minister — Youth
Our Lector — Youth
Our Usher — Dennis Smith
Our Altar Guild — Jeannie Smith, Cindy Snyder, Jane Fagans
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries”




Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan
Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Juls Bratton and Charlee Howsare and family,
Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Terry Creek, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, Amy Faust, Ken
Harkless, Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Rachel Kensinger, Naomi (Noni) Lehman,
Kristen Malloy, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, Bill
Stahl, Jim Stewart, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeftf Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Tues. — 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon — Tues., Fri. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 4™ Sunday of Advent
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Longest Night Lasagna Lunch after Worship, Fellowship Hall
Monday — Messenger Deadline
Tuesday — Knotty Ladies 12:30-3:00 p.m., Quilting Room
Wednesday — Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:00 p.m. in Sanctuary
Thursday — Merry Christmas
Sunday — 10:30 a.m. Service of Lessons & Carols with Communion

If services need to be cancelled for inclement weather, we will attempt

to notify you using email (like we do for the Sunday Bulletin and

Messenger) and Facebook. On days when the weather is questionable,

please check these notifications before you travel. If you need a phone
call instead, please let the office know.



A Christmas Message from
Interim Bishop Barbara Collins

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake
it. John 1:1-5

“In the beginning...”
* What was your “beginning” memory of Christmas? The
lights? The giving and receiving of gifts? The gathering of
family? The music of the season? Baby Jesus? For me, it
was sitting in a church sanctuary with everyone
holding small lit candles while singing Silent Night. Even as
young as | was, | knew it was a special night, a Holy
Night, even though I didn’t fully understand the depth
of God’s Word made flesh. The depth of God’s gift to us in
Jesus - the reason for our gathering and our worship that night.

I once asked a class of students what they felt was the most important holiday for
the church and for them. Their answer was Christmas! I asked why. And they said,
“That’s when Jesus was born!” Our limited human understanding of life inevitably sees
birth as the beginning. But this reading from the gospel of John speaks of another
“beginning.” The beginning of all things with the Word, who was with God and who was
God. The Word from whom all things came into being.

Jesus is the Word, was with God and is God from the very beginning. In him is the
beginning of life, and all stages of life. In him is the light of all people, shining for
us through our brightest and darkest days. Through him we see, and
experience, God’s glory full of grace and truth which leads us through all the days of our
lives, from our beginning to our end.

Together, we have journeyed to the end of another year and now look toward the
future year with hope and expectation. There are new things on the horizon, new things
coming into being, all of which continue to be surrounded and guided by the Holy One
who has been with us from the beginning. May God’s holy light shine on our path and
through us as children of the light.

Holy One, who is the Word, we give thanks for our beginning with you. We

celebrate your birth, when you became flesh to live among us, the greatest gift from the
greatest love. Continue to guide us, to light our way, and help us

remember that your beginning in our lives never ends. In your holy name we pray. Amen.



Office Closure During Inclement Weather
On days that the Spring Cove School District cancels or delays instruction due to

weather, the church office will be closed as well. In the event of an emergency, Pastor
Traci can be reached at §14-935-9237.

Martinsburg Food Pantry * il

Q Volunteers from St. Matthew will be helping and assisting in
the distribution of food on Thursdays, January 1 and January
15 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. Needed will be 3 or 4 helpers on

those days. See Elaine Buchart if you can help.

January food items most needed:
Instant Oatmeal, Fruit, Rice Sides, Peanut Butter, Jelly

Our thanks to all who have contributed food, supplies or monetary donations during
this past year. We ask for your continued support and prayers in 2026!

Linda Smith

-
Mitten Tree Thanks!

We want to thank everyone who contributed to the "Mitten Tree" by bringing many
colorful homemade, bought items, and financial gifts for needy elementary school
children. Because of your kindness, they will have a Warmer Winter!

These items were distributed to Martinsburg and Spring Cove Elementary
Schools. The total items received were 101 items! [12pairs of mittens and gloves,
59 hats, 12 hat and glove sets, 10 pairs of socks, 3 scarves and 2 hat, gloves and
scarves sets].




? It’s not unusual to feel ©
a little blue at Christmas.
St. Matthew Youth
invite you to find
winter solstice solace

at our

LASAGHNA LUNCHES

Sunday, December 21** 22
Following 10:30 Worship &
in the Fellowship Hall

Wg)25 CHRIST MA% SEASON

ST. MAT IHFWIUIHFIQ,AN

Adam Smith’s Holiday Piano Concert (k
Friday, December 19" at 7PM

Longest Night Lasagna Lunch
Sunday, December 21* after 10:30 Worship

() Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
Wednesday, December 24" at 7PM

/( Service of Lessons & Carols
{Y Sunday, December 28" at 10:30AM
}’ (A )) - AU are Welcome
B 115 £ Penn Street Mantinsbung



*OPENING HYMN Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying ELW #436
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There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress




0 4

*HYMN OF THE DAY Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

ELW # 242
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won - der, the weak be raised a - bove the strong, and
sto - ry; may God fill ev - ’ry day we share and
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lives now in - side us for - ev - er
shat - ter all ha - tred and blind - ness
weap-ons be  bro - ken a - sun - der
bring us at last in - to glo - 1y

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: REJOICE, REJOICE, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



COMMUNION HYMN Away in a Manger ELW #277
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1 A-way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord

3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask you to stay close by me for-
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Je -sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. I love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren 1in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.

down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing 1is nigh.
your ten - der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905




*SENDING SONG Joy to the World ELW #267
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 18 come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the -earth, the Sav - ior  reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse 1s found, far as the curse 1s
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and  heav'n and na - ture  sing.
JoYy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1s found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



