Third Sunday of Advent

December 14, 2025
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After
you add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward
the center aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so
that you become familiar with our family in Christ.
These sheets help our pastor and congregation with
our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose
salvation is sure. C:Amen.

P:Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
P:Long-expected God,

C:we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on
the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent
among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

P:God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.

++ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
C:Amen.

*OPENING HYMN People, Look East ELW #248

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen
our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.



*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN O Come O Come Emanuel (vs 3 only)
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Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kéln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Textsts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10

' The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus ? it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and shouting.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.]]

3 Strengthen the weak hands
and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!



Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.”

> Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be opened;
®then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert;
7 the burning sand shall become a pool
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp;
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8 A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
?No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY

Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat
Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

ELW #723



SECOND READING: James 5:7-10

" Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the
early and the late rains. 3 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. ° Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one
another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors! 19 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait
for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: > the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them. ® And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the
wind? ® What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. ° What, then, did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. ° This is the one about
whom it is written,



‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
1 <“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than
John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY Pastor Traci

*HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ELW # 255

* APOSTLES’ CREED
A: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A: God of power and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and
liberation. Lead us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that
all may place their hope in you. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is barren,
sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, and
creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

A: When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. Turn
their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense of
compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. In uncertain
times, remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in faith. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.



A: When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release.
Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of
poverty, and welcoming the immigrant. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died
in faith. May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be
for the world signs of your kingdom come. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: 1t 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you

for creating a world of order and beauty.

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim
your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the
suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith,
increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.



*LORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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*INVITATION
P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.
COMMUNION HYMN Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW #256
*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray...God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit
in the name of Jesus. C: Amen.



*BENEDICTION

P: May God who comes among us, Father, 1+ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always. C: Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

*SENDING SONG Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW #726
*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Keep awake. C Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of loved ones by
Elaine Buchart.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Acolyte — Gavin Kuster
Our Assisting Minister — Shawn Orczeck
Our Lector — TBD
Our Usher — Randy McGraw
Our Altar Guild — Jeannie Smith, Cindy Snyder, Jane Fagans
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries”




Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan
Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Juls Bratton and Charlee Howsare and family,
Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Terry Creek, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, Amy Faust, Ken
Harkless, Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Rachel Kensinger, Naomi (Noni) Lehman,
Kristen Malloy, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Isla Sipes, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb
Sollenberger, Bill Stahl, Jim Stewart, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On
Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeftf Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Tues. — 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Jen — Tues — Wed., Fri. —9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 3" Sunday of Advent
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Annual Congregational Meeting at the end of worship
Monday — Worship & Music Meeting 6:00 p.m., Zoom
Deadline for toiletry collection
Tuesday — Talk-O Tuesday 6:00 p.m. La Fiesta, Airport
Kitchen/Fellowship Hall in Use 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St
Sunday — 4" Sunday of Advent

Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Longest Night Lasagna Lunch Following Worship,
Fellowship Hall



Congregational Meeting

This year's Annual Congregational Meeting will be held at the end of
; the 10:30 a.m. worship service today, Sunday, December 14%. Copies
of the 2026 Proposed Congregational Budget, 2026 recommendations
for Ventures In Faith and Special Envelopes, and Giving Report are
enclosed with the Messenger. Additional copies are available at the
usher station or the church office. The congregation will be asked to approve these
proposals for 2026 at the 2025 Annual Congregational Meeting If you have questions
about the budget in advance of the meeting, please see Finance Committee Chair Jim
Barley.

Mitten Tree
Our annual "Mitten Tree" is in our church narthex. Please be thinking as you shop,
or make, children’s mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, earmuffs, or socks to be hung on
our "Mitten Tree" during Advent until December 21%. These will be distributed by
the school nurses at Spring Cove Elementary Schools for children in need. Let's
help children have a warmer Winter!

{{‘g A Martinsburg Food Pantry % {;;_ Y
:@ / We will be open for Food distributions on Thursdays, :@ )

December 4 and December 18 from 9:00 am until 11:00
am. Volunteers from Redefined Community Church will be
assisting along with the regular helpers. There are 12 churches, one for each month,
that help at the pantry.

Items most needed for December: Beverages, Cereal, Fruit, Tuna/Hamburger
Helper and Personal Supplies.

We thank St. Matthew Women for a donation in memory of Rev. Shaffer.
Many thanks to those who generously have given all year to the Food Pantry!

Linda Smith
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Healthy for the Holidavs

Now Through December 15"

We’ll be collecting for the Middle & High School:
*Toothbrushes & Toothpaste %{’
*Shampoo & Conditioner
*Body Wash & Bath Poufs
*Deodorant

*Period Products
*Men’s & Women’s Socks
*Women’s Underwear (All Sizes)

Lets help meet these needs for young folks in our communi*y.






Dr. Adam Smith, Piano

‘41OLIDAY (PONCERT

7PM - Friday, December 19th

St Matthew Lutheran Church

115 East Penn Street, Martinsburg
Free Admission
Free Will Offering to Benefit
Our Partner Ministry

Camyp CS’eqwmomS




[t’s not unusual to feel
a little blue at Christmas.
St. Matthew Youth
invite you to find
winter solstice solace
al our

Sunday, December 21*
Following 10:30 Worship
in the Fellowship Hall




ngg25 CHRISTMAS SEASGON

S MATTHEW LUTHERAN

Adam Smith’s Holiday Piano Concert
Friday, December 19" at 7PM

Longest Night Lasagna Lunch
Sunday, December 21* after 10:30 Worship

“ Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
=" Wednesday, December 24" at 7PM

Service of Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 28" at 10:30AM

\ AU arne Welcome
2 115 E Permn, Street WWW




*OPENING HYMN People, Look East ELW #248
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, 1S on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, 1is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Fleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.




*HYMN OF THE DAY

There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ELW #1255
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1 There’s a  voice in the wil - der-ness cry - ing, a—"
2 O Je - u - sa-lem, her-ald good tid - ings, as -
3 But the word of our Sav-ior is faith - ful, the
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call from the ways un - trod: Pre - pare in the des -ert a
cend to  the heights and sing! Pro - claim to a des - o-late
arm of our God is  strong, who stands in the midst of the
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high - way, a high - way for our God!
peo - ple the com - ing of their king.
na - tions  and soon will right the wrong.
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The val - leys shall be ex - alt - ed, the
Like flow’rs of the field we per - ish, like
Lord, feed your flock like a shep - herd, the
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loft -y hills brought low; make straight all the crook - ed
grass our works de - cay; the pow’r and the pomp  of
lambs so gent - ly hold; in pas - tures of peace now
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plac - es  where God, our God, may go!
na - tions shall pass like a dream a - way.
lead them, and bring them to your fold.

Text: James Lewis Milligan, 1876-1961, alt.

Music: ASCENSION, Henry Hugh Bancroft, 1904-1988

Music © Estate of Eldred Bancroft. B. Burrows, Executor.



COMMUNION HYMN Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW #256
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call -ing us to ftrue re-pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre - pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a- broad,
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Tell them that their war 1s o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.
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Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551



*SENDING SONG Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW #726
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1 Light dawns on a wea -ty world when eyes be - gin to
2 Love grows in a wea -1y world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea -1y world when crea-tures, once for -
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see all peo -ple’s dig - m - ty. Light dawns on a
bread and chil -dren’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness re - born. Hope blooms in a
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - tice comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised green of E - den comes.
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The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
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We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



