
Third Sunday of Advent   

December 11, 2022 
9:30 a.m. Adult & Youth Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

 

Masks are optional but available in the narthex for anyone 

who feels more comfortable taking that precaution for 

themselves or on behalf of others. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess 

them to the one who is merciful and just. 

P God of new beginnings, 

C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from 

your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another 

and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your 

way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your 

coming among us. Amen. 

P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

  



*OPENING HYMN Light Dawns on a Weary World  ELW # 726 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God  

  



 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray … Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen 

our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.  

  



*LIGHTING ADVENT CANDLES   

ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN          O Come O Come Emanuel (vs 3) 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The 

glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They 

shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.  
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are 

of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”  
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then 

the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 

waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning 

sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of 

jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
  



8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 

travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 

astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they 

shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of 

the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 

their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away. 

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

HYMN  My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW # 251 

 
  



SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and 

the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 

the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may 

not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering 

and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

*Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is 

anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you 

go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did 

you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes 

are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 

and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am 

sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 

the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ. 



HOMILY  Pastor Traci 

*HYMN OF THE DAY There’s a Voice in the Wilderness ELW # 255 

 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER JEROME P. ALLEN  



*CREED  

A Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 

A Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify 

your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World 

Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and 

depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air 

and water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all 

who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in 

conflict. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of 

worry, illness, or loss. Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, 

crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your 

mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we 

gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is 

not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in 

your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, 

that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have 

died and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 

and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. C Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING   

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You 

comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
  



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 

creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your 

justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the 

suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again in 

righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, 

increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 

holy Church, both now and forever. C Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen.  

THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 



INVITATION 

P Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

Note: White grape juice is available in the cups in the center of the trays. The Usher 

will invite the lectern side, then the piano side, then the back section forward for 

communion. 

BLESSING 

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray… Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day 

when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy 

mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ 

our Savior and Lord. C Amen. 

  



BLESSING 

P God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace 

of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. C Amen. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 

*SENDING SONG  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  ELW # 242 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Christ is near. C Thanks be to God. 

 
Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 
 

Please be advised that worship services are recorded and/or  

live-streamed on social media. 
 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Jean’s parents 

from Jean and Dan Sinal. 

 

Candy Order Forms are at the Usher’s Station 
 

 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Pianist – Dr. Adam Smith 

Our Organist – Mary Nelson 

Our Missionary Family – On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson 

Our Administrative Assistant – Lori Tremmel 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Lector – Greg Haffling 

Our Acolyte – Jay Hoenstine 

Our Altar Guild – Jackie Lightner, Jane Fagans 

Our Usher – Ed Kreider 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries” 
 

 

Welcome to the Family of St. Matthew through Affirmation of Faith, Jerome 

(Jerry) P. Allen   
 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting is Sunday, December 11th during the worship 

service. Topics: 2023 Budget & 2023 Council Slate. 
 

 

Glasses: There was a pair of taped glasses found two weeks ago. If you lost them 

they are in the lost and found box under the mailboxes.  



 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
We will be open for distribution of food on Thursday, December 15 from 9:00 

a.m. until 11:00 a.m. Volunteers from Redefined Community Church will be 

assisting in the distribution of food with the regular helpers. There are 12 churches 

that help each month at the food pantry. 
 

Holiday Foods will be the focus in December: Beverages, Canned Meat, 

Potatoes, Stuffing Mix, Vegetables, Fruit. 

Please place any of these foods in the basket at church. Many thanks to all who 

generously gave all year to the Food Pantry! It is greatly appreciated! Linda Smith 

 

This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413  

Office Hours  

Pastor Traci – Wed. 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Lori Tremmel – Mon. – Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

 
 

This Week Events  

 Today – Worship in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m. 

  Congregational Meeting during worship 

  Candy making in the Kitchen following worship 

 Monday – Scouts, Scout Rooms 6:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday - Bible Study 4:00 p.m. via Zoom 

  Council Meeting via Zoom 6:30 p.m. 

 Wednesday – Employee Meeting, Fellowship Hall 10:00 a.m. 

  Yoga, Fellowship Hall 5:00 p.m. 

 Friday - Confirmation Trip, Altoona 7:00 p.m. 

 Saturday - Janet Kreider’s Birthday Celebration, Fellowship Hall  

   1:00-3:30 p.m. 

 Sunday –  Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

  Youth/Worship in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m. 

  Candy Pick Up, Fellowship Hall following Worship 

 

St. Matthew now has a new email address: 

stmatthewmartinsburg@gmail.com 
Please send all correspondence to this address.  

We will no longer use AOL.  

 



Mitten Tree 

Our annual Mitten Tree is in the narthex until December 18th. Please be thinking as you 

shop, and bring school-age children's mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, earmuffs or socks to 

be hung on the Mitten Tree. These will be distributed by the school nurses at the Spring 

Cove Elementary Schools for needy children. Donations of money can be given by 

marking a pew envelope "Mitten Tree". Let's help children have a warmer Winter!  
 

 

Cove Christmas Love 

It’s time to think about children who will get very little or nothing for Christmas. 

These children within the area covered by the Martinsburg Association of 

Churches will receive new toys, books and blankets with the help of contributions 

from people in the community. 

Please bring your donations to the church and place in the Christmas box located 

in the Narthex.  Monetary contributions are also welcome. Checks are to be made 

out to “Cove Christmas Love” and placed in the offering plate. 

All donations of gifts and monetary contributions are due by Monday, December 

12, 2022. Social Ministry Committee 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred 

Brandenberg, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Jere Hess, Ruth 

Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don 

Smith, Bill Stahl, Joy Williams.  

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett, David 

Bolger, Bonnie Brobst, Diane Cappel, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry & Cathy 

Creek,  Brian Fleck, Jim Fritz, Dan Hershberger, Marilyn Horton, Audrey 

Kensinger, Darren Kreutzer, Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy, Karrie McCall & 

Family, Betty McDowell, Kay McGraw, Rick McIntyre, Aunt Mica, Charles 

Minnick & Family, Nathan, Deb Peters, Paul Ruth, Luther Steele, Cindy Thomas, 

Rev. Jack Timm, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Jody Zelanko, and 

for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth 

Hendrickson. 

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates.  
 

Those Serving in the Army Overseas: Nathan Smith (Germany), Melody Estep. 

  



 

Dear Members of St. Matthew Lutheran Church: 

The 2022 Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 

11th at 10:30 a.m. Here in, and for your review, is a copy of the 2023 Ministry 

Proposal (Congregational Budget) for St. Matthew Lutheran Church. 

The budget process begins with all committees providing their budget requests 

to the finance committee, who then review the individual proposals and ultimately 

agree on a budget. The Finance Committee unanimously approved the 2023 Budget 

at their meeting on October 26, 2022. Church Council then reviews the budget, and 

in this case, approved it at their November 8th meeting. 

The congregation will also be asked to approve the following 2023 

recommendations for Venture in Faith, which are the same as 2022: 

1) The first quarter will go to local needs. 

2) The second quarter is for Youth and Camping 

3) The third quarter will go to On Eagle’s Wings & Holy Family Lutheran Church 

& Rocky Boy Ind. Res. 

4) The fourth quarter is for the United Lutheran Seminaries both in Gettysburg 

and Philadelphia. 

The congregation will also be asked to approve the 2023 recommendations for 

Special Envelopes, which are identical to what was used in 2022: 

1) Easter envelopes go to the Breezewood Truck Ministry. 

2) Special envelopes for Children’s Sunday go to Good Shepherd children’s home. 

3) Harvest Home envelopes go to ALSM (ILUMIN). 

4) The special envelopes for Blanket Sunday go to Lutheran World relief. 

5) Christmas envelopes are used for St. Matthew’s current expense. 
 

If, after reviewing the budget and the recommendations for Ventures in Faith 

and Special Envelopes, if you have questions or concerns, there will be a question 

and answer session on Sunday, December 4th following the 10:30 a.m. worship 

service in the Sanctuary. You may also contact Jim Barley by phone (814-793-

4623) or by email (jimbbarley@gmail.com). 

In response to God’s love, St. Matthew Lutheran Church  

Shares God’s word and serves all people. 

Jim Barley 

Finance Committee Chairperson  



 



 



 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Advent Concert 
Dr. Smith has graciously offered to share his musical gift in an Advent concert, 

Monday, December 19 at 7PM, followed by cookies and cocoa, with a free will 

offering to benefit Camp Sequanota.  If you are interested in supporting Camp in 

advance through this event, please note “Sequanota Concert” on your donation and 

specify how you want your name to appear in the program. 

 

Birthday Celebration, Saturday, December 17, 2022 

1:00-3:30 p.m. (Note time change) 
Janet Kreider will be 90 years young on December 16. Her family is planning a birthday 

celebration here at St. Matthew in the Fellowship Hall. The congregation is invited. You can 

RSVP by completing the form below or you can email the church office at: 

stmatthewmartinsburg@gmail.com by December 12, 2022  

Menu: Pizza, Assorted Subs, Beverage, and Cup Cakes. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Contact Name: _________________________  

___ # of Adults ___ # of Youth 

  



YOUNG ADULTS IN GLOBAL MISSION 

SEEKS VOLUNTEERS 

The ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission 

(YAGM) program is ready for new volunteers! 

This year, for the first time since early 2020, 

YAGM participants are walking alongside our international neighbors. Now, it’s time 

for the YAGM team to find the next volunteers ready to step out into the world. Do 

you know one of them? Applications are now open, and you can invite young adults 

on this journey abroad for the 2023-2024 program year. If you know young adults 

aged 21 to 29, this is the time to reach out. Encourage them to apply for YAGM by 

the deadline of Feb.1, 2023. (Priority deadline is Jan. 15, 2023.)  Through YAGM, 

young adults will learn what it means to serve in a spirit of accompaniment as they 

walk alongside global church companions. They’ll become immersed in a new 

community and form deep relationships. And they’ll confront issues of wealth and 

poverty, racial privilege, gender privilege, economic disparity and globalization, all 

through the lens of faith. Learn more at ELCA.org/YAGM. 

 

December Bible Study – Dreaming of Christmas 
We’ll study a different dream from Matthew’s Christmas story each Tuesday at 4PM 

on Zoom; the Zoom link will be sent out by email. 

December 13: The Magi’s Dream & Joseph’s Second Dream (Matthew 

2:1-13) 

December 20: Joseph’s Third Dream (Matthew 2:16-23) 

 

Advent Concert Cookies 
A time of fellowship refreshments will be held in the Fellowship Hall immediately 

following the Advent Concert by Dr. Adam Smith on Monday, December 19, 2022. 

Please bring the cookies to the church no later than Monday, December 19 at 5 p.m. 

If you are interested in donating a couple dozen cookies, please indicate the amount 

on the following form. You can place it in the offering plate or in the Jane Fagans’ 

mailbox. 

Thank you on behalf of the Fellowship Committee. 

Yes, I will donate  ___________________ cookies for the reception following 

The Advent Concert on December 19.  

 

Name______________________________________________________________  

  

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fyagm&srcid=323259&srctid=1&erid=efd8b499-ad8d-4477-ae70-123655d1ba57&trid=efd8b499-ad8d-4477-ae70-123655d1ba57


 

 

CONTINUE GROWING IN CHRIST  

 

Last week, we returned our Statement of Intent cards for the 

Building a Culture of Generosity stewardship effort.  We 

certainly witnessed significant generosity from you. 

 

 Last year, we received three Statements of Intent cards.   

 

 This year, we received twenty-one (21) cards -- quite an 

increase! 

 

If you didn’t do so last week, you can still return your card in 

the offering plate or to the church office this week, and your 

intent will be recorded.   Please remember that intents are not 

binding but are used for us to proclaim our faith through acts 

of generosity and to help the congregational leadership in 

making plans for the coming year. 

 

Growth in stewardship is like any other kind of growth—a 

journey, not a destination.  Whether we are working on 

becoming more consistent givers or working toward growing 

our gifts, we are on this generosity journey together.  Thank 

you for your generosity in planning to support and participate 

in our ministry here at St. Matthew in the new year.  

BUILDING A CULTURE OF GENEROSITY 
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