Second Sunday of Advent

December 7, 2025
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you
add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our
pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home,
we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose
salvation is sure. C:Amen.

P:Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P:Long-expected God,

C:we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on
the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent
among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

P:God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.

++ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
C:Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway ELW #264

*GREETING
P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e -lei - son, ev-ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this
holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that
we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and
for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. R

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that
you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us
pray to the Lord. R

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.
By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.



*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

ADVENT LIGHTING HYMN O Come O Come Emanuel (vs 2 only)
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.



5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 (read responsively)
' Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2 that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
*Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush ! the oppressor.
>May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
®Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
’In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
¥ Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.



SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.
>May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God. ®For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the
ancestors ” and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
and sing praises to your name’’;
19and again he says,
“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
1and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
in him the gentiles shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.” ”

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. > Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were going out to him, ¢ and they were baptized by him in the
River Jordan, confessing their sins.

’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism,
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance,  and do not presume to say to
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. !®Even now the ax is lying at the
root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire.

I1<T baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. ' His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci

*HYMN OF THE DAY  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW #249

* APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day



he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

P:

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite
hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among
peoples. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day

when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity
and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with

one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our
partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and
Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the

face of grief, depression, or disease. Renew the spirits of those recovering from
surgery and medical procedures. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome

all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve
in the way of Christ. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the hope

of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE

P:

The peace of the LORD be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.



*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be
for the world signs of your kingdom come. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: 1t is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to
judge the world in righteousness.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you
for creating a world of order and beauty.

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim
your justice and mercy.

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the
suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.



Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith,
increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
*INVITATION

P: Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION HYMN

*BLESSING

What Feast of Love

ELW # 487

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit
in the name of Jesus. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: May God who comes among us, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and
always. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG He Came Down ELW #253
*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. God is at work in you. C: Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of our parents
Elwood Smith, Mary Baker and Jim and Mae Fagans, and sister Gloria Guyer, who
celebrated her heavenly birthday on December 6 by Jim and Jane Fagans.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Tract Marriott
Our Pianist — Dr. Adam Smith
Our Organist — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Dawn Alexy
Our Lector — TBD
Our Acolyte — Gabby Decker
Our Usher — Ed Kreider
Our Altar Guild — Jeannie Smith, Cindy Snyder, Jane Fagans
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries”




Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan
Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Juls Bratton and Charlee Howsare and family,
Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Terry Creek, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, Amy Faust,
Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Rachel Kensinger, Naomi (Noni) Lehman, Kristen
Malloy, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, Jim Stewart,
and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

Prayers and Christian Sympathy are requested for the family and friends of
Dennis R. Brown upon his death on Thursday, November 22",

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Tues. — 2:00-6:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon — Thur. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 2" Sunday of Advent
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Cove Christmas Love Deadline
Tuesday — Council Meeting 6:30 p.m., Window Room/Zoom
Sunday — 3" Sunday of Advent

Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Annual Congregational Meeting Following Worship
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Adam Smith’s Holiday Piano Concert Kk
Friday, December 19" at 7PM

Longest Night Lasagna Lunch
Sunday, December 21* after 10:30 Worship

* () Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
Wednesday, December 24™ at 7PM

Service of Lessons & Carols
% Sunday, December 28™ at 10:30AM

AU are Uelcome
%ﬁ%«@ 115 € Pevin, Street Mantinsburg

CHRISTMAS COOKIES
Fellowship and Social Ministry Committees have teamed up to secure
Christmas Cookies for St. Matthew Lutheran Church Christmas season.
Cookies are needed for the following: holiday piano concert, Christmas
Bags Social Ministry Committee will be delivering to nursing home
residents and our homebound members, and Longest Night Lasagna
Lunch. A sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex if you desire to donate.
Cookies will need to be dropped off at the church by noon Friday, December 19", May
the aroma of baking Christmas cookies enrich your spirit with love and generosity.

Congregational Meeting

This year's Annual Congregational Meeting will be held at the end of
the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 14", Copies of
the 2026 Proposed Congregational Budget, 2026 recommendations for
Ventures In Faith and Special Envelopes, and Giving Report are
enclosed with the Messenger. Additional copies are available at the
usher station or the church office. The congregation will be asked to approve these
proposals for 2026 at the 2025 Annual Congregational Meeting If you have questions
about the budget in advance of the meeting, please see Finance Committee Chair Jim
Barley.




Cove Christmas Love

The Martinsburg Ministerium is, again, helping to provide presents
for Spring Cove School Children in need. We have a tree in the
church narthex with tags identifying the Christmas wishes of the
recipients. Our congregation's goal for this year is to provide gifts for
about 15 children through Cove Christmas Love. Shop for the item(s)
listed on tag and return the unwrapped gift(s), WITH THE TAG, no later than today,
Sunday, DECEMBER 7%. You can direct any questions to Peggy Steinfurth
or Linda Smith. Thank you for sharing with the community as we help families in
need at this time of Christmas cheer!

Mitten Tree
Our annual "Mitten Tree" is in our church narthex. Please be thinking as
= you shop, or make, children’s mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, earmuffs, or
35% socks to be hung on our "Mitten Tree" during Advent until December
‘2%«%)" 21, These will be distributed by the school nurses at Spring Cove
s Elementary Schools for children in need. Let's help children have a
warmer Winter!

If services need to be cancelled for inclement weather, we will attempt

to notify you using email (like we do for the Sunday Bulletin and

Messenger) and Facebook. On days when the weather is questionable,

please check these notifications before you travel. If you need a phone
call instead, please let the office know.

Office Closure During Inclement Weather
On days that the Spring Cove School District cancels or delays instruction due to

weather, the church office will be closed as well. In the event of an emergency, Pastor
Traci can be reached at 814-935-9237.



L R ;\i}»/ Martinsburg Food Pantry Yy
7 We will be open for Food distributions on Thursdays, ‘

December 4 and December 18 from 9:00 am until 11:00
am. Volunteers from Redefined Community Church will be
assisting along with the regular helpers. There are 12 churches, one for each month,
that help at the pantry.

Items most needed for December: Beverages, Cereal, Fruit, Tuna/Hamburger
Helper and Personal Supplies.

We thank St. Matthew Women for a donation in memory of Rev. Shaffer.
Many thanks to those who generously have given all year to the Food Pantry!

Linda Smith
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Healthy for the Holidays

Now Through December 15"

We’ll be collecting for the Middle & High School:
*Toothbrushes & Toothpaste
*Shampoo & Conditioner
*Body Wash & Bath Poufs
*Deodorant
*Period Products
*Men’s & Women’s Socks
*Women’s Underwear (All Sizes)
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Lets help meet these needs for young folks in our communhty_



Dr. Adam Smith, Piano

ﬁﬂoumw (CONCERT

7PM - Friday, December 19th

St Matthew Jutheran Church

115 East Penn Street, Martinsburg
Free Admission
Free Will Offering to Benefit
Our Partner Ministry
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[t’s not unusual to feel
a little blue at Christmas.
St. Matthew Youth
invite you to find
winter solstice solace
al our

Sunday, December 21*
Following 10:30 Worship
in the Fellowship Hall




*OPENING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway ELW #264
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings 1s near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His 18 no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
0 &
J
pa
J S’
Let ev -ty hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
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Your king, yet ev - ry mna - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule 1is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:

So let your praise be sound-ing for Kkind - ness so
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772—1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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God’s word!



*HYMN OF THE DAY  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW #249
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2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you  as our Sav - 1or, Lord, our ref - uge
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way  like flow'rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a - dore, and Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite

Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune,

adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621



COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love ELW # 487
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1 What feastof love 1s of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth 1s of - fered here, what cov - € - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love 18 of-fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word 1is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this 1s Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
This, this 1s Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.



*SENDING SONG He Came Down ELW #253
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1 Hecame down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 Hecame down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 Hecame down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light; .
. hal-le-lu-jah for-ev-er - more.
he came down that we may have peace;

he

came down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon traditional
Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional




