The 23" Sunday after Pentecost

November 16, 2025
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become
familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our
pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home,
we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING OF THE HUNTERS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: Faithful God,

C: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths.
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom
of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We
reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and
bring us to new life. Amen.

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, * in Christ Jesus your sins
are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Thy Holy Wings ELW #613
*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing
is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler
and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a

I'See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 22 But for you who revere
my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98 (read responsively)
'Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
20 Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3'You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
*Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
3 Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
®With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the
earth.
? The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.



SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

®Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according
to the tradition that they received from us. ’For you yourselves know how you
ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, ® and we
did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we
worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. ° This was not
because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to
imitate. '° For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone
unwilling to work should not eat. !! For we hear that some of you are living
irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. !> Now such persons we
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn
their own living. '* Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: Luke 21:5-19
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

> When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ® “As for these things that you
see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be
thrown down.”

"They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that
this is about to take place?” ® And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray,
for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time is near!” Do
not go after them.

?“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” '° Then he
said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against



kingdom; !! there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and
plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

12<But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings
and governors because of my name. '3 This will give you an opportunity to
testify. ¥ So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, '° for I
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to
withstand or contradict. ® You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. !” You will be hated
by all because of my name. !8 But not a hair of your head will perish. '° By your
endurance you will gain your souls.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY My Lord, What a Morning ELW #438

* APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A: God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the
gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on
righteous paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is
great.

A: God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty
power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places
experiencing natural disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in
crisis. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.



A: God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law
enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to
actions of care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy
is great.

A: God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are
marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by
family, and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or
in pain of any kind. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for
compassionate service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer.
Encourage your people in building equitable community where all are valued.
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and
faithfulness. Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the
example of the faithful. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

P: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and
unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry,
promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these
your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed
body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. C: Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S144b
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*SANCTUS
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in
which all might be satisfied by your abundance.



Y ou dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with
manna from heaven.

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his
coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger
and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*INVITATION
P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not
perish, a taste of life eternal. C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ELW #490

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us
with the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and
blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and
thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God

the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you = and
grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow ELW #327

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB10503 1
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of James and
Erdene Smith and Raymond and Mary Jean Beaver and in honor of the 50™
Wedding Anniversary of William and Rita (Smith) Beaver.




Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Pianist — Dr. Adam Smith
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Acolyte — Lucy Lightner
Our Assisting Minister — Jean Sinal
Our Lector — Alan Kuster
Our Usher — Paul Decker
Our Altar Guild — Tonya Walter, Laura Orczeck
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries”

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan
Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Juls Bratton and Charlee Howsare and family,
Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Terry Creek, Julie Dick, Joe Fagnani, Mary Farabaugh,
Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Rachel Kensinger, Naomi (Noni) Lehman, Kristen
Malloy, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Brandon Smith, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb
Sollenberger, Jim Stewart, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.




This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Tues. — 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon, Tues, Fri. —. 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today —

Tuesday —
Thursday —

Saturday —
Sunday —

23" Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Catechism

Blessing of the Hunters

Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Talk-O Tuesday 6:00 p.m., La Fiesta, Airport
Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St.
Fellowship Hall in Use 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall in Use 9:00a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Christ the King

Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Pie “Practice” following worship in Fellowship Hall



Join us
>y Alter Worship
on November 23rd

for
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. Trying out a new recipe for Thanksgiving?
Test your practice pie here first.

% Not a baker?
= ') R Bring your appetite &

' a sense of adventure.

“-’Light Lunch & Drinks Also Provided

Martinsburg Food Pantry

\f Volunteers from Mt. Pleasant Church will be assisting the
regular helpers with food distribution on Thursdays,
November 6 and November 20 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

Several churches are providing Thanksgiving dinners for food pantry families who
would like to prepare turkey dinners themselves. Much appreciated!

Food Items most needed for November: Pasta Sauce, Spaghetti, Soup, Peanut
Butter & Jelly.

Thank you for your donations for the Ministerium Food Drive!
Linda Smith




Harvest Home
A Tradition of Sharing

This cherished tradition began in 1951 the spirit of Harvest Home
remains the same - a meaningful way to share our abundance
with those in need. Your faithful support enables us to touch lives
every day and continue to serve others through a ministry of love,
compassion, and mercy in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Your Gift Makes a Difterence

Checks may be made payable to your congregation with, the
memo portion indicating your gift designation for Harvest Home.
You may also make your gift directly online by scanning the QR code
below, by visiting alsm.org/donate or mail to 916 Hickory Street,
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648.

Thank you for your support.

Scan to Donate



Dr. Adam Smith, Piano

‘41OLIDAY (PONCERT

7PM - Friday, December 19th

St Matthew Lutheran Church

115 East Penn Street, Martinsburg
Free Admission
Free Will Offering to Benefit
Our Partner Ministry

Camyp CS’eqwmomS
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Healthy for the Holidavs

Now Through December 15"

We’ll be collecting for the Middle & High School:
*Toothbrushes & Toothpaste %{,
*Shampoo & Conditioner
*Body Wash & Bath Poufs
*Deodorant

*Period Products
*Men’s & Women’s Socks |
*Women’s Underwear (All Sizes)

Le'fs he/,p mee* Hpese neec/s 7[0)' young 7[0//?8 In our communi*y.



ELW #613

*OPENING HYMN Thy Holy Wings
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1 Thy ho - ly wings, O Sav - ior, spread gent-ly o - ver me,
2 Oh, let me nes - tle  near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, wash me in the wa - ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly  through good and ill in thee.
where 1 will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in  thy nest.
Give me a will-ing spir - it, a heart both clean and good.
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Oh, be my strengthand por-tion, my rock and hid-ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - roundme and keep me safe-ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing thy chil-dren greatand small,
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and let my ev-'ry mo - ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new - born  and need thy ten-der care.
and while we sweet-ly slum - ber, en fold us one and all.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite

Music: BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR, Swedish folk tune

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.



*HYMN OF THE DAY - My Lord, What a Morning ELW #438

Refrain
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My Lord, what a morn-ing; my Lord, what a morn - ing; oh,
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my Lord, what a  morn-ing, when the stars be-gin to fall.
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1 You will hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You will hear the sin - ner cry, to wake the na-tions un-der - ground,

3 You will hear the Chris-tian shout,
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Refrain
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual



COMMUNION HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ELW #490
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1 Let all mor -tal flesh keep s1 - lence,and with fear and trem - bling stand,
2 King of kings,yet born of Mar-y, as of old on earth he stood,
3 Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on the way;
4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep -less eye,
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pon -der noth-ing earth-ly - mind-ed, for with bless-ing his hand
Lord of lords m hu - man ves-ture, In the bod - y and the blood,
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the Light of light, de - scend-ing from

the realms of end - less day,

vell their fac -es to the  pres-ence, as with cease-less voice they cry:
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Christ our God to earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to  de - mand.
he will give to all the faith - ful his own self for heav’'n-ly  food.
comes, the pow’rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-nessclears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-ia! Al -le-lu - 1a! Al - le - lu - 1a, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1883, alt.
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent.



*SENDING SONG

Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow ELW # 327
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I Through the  night of doubt and sor - row, on - ward
2 One the light of God’s own pres - ence on the
3 One the  strain that lips  of thou - sands lift as
4 On - ward, there-fore, sis - ters, broth - ers; on - ward,
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with the cross our aid. Bear its shame,and fight its
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ta - tion, march - ing to the prom-ised land. Clear be -
ter - ror, bright-"ning all the path we tread. One the
per - il, one the march in God  be - gun. One the
bat - tle till  we rest be - neath its shade. Soon shall
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fore us through the dark - ness gleams and  burns the
ob - ject of our jour - ney,  one the faith which
glad - ness of re - joic - ing on the far e -
come the great a - wak-’ning; soon the rend - ing
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guid - ing light; pil - grim clasps the hand  of
nev - er tires, one the ear - nest look - ing
ter - nal shore, where the one al - might -y
of the tomb! Then the scat - t’ring of all
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pil - grim step - ping fear - less through the  night.
for - ward, one the hope our God in - spires.
Fa - ther reigns in love for - ev - er - more.
shad - ows, and the end of toil and gloom.

Text: Bernhardt S. Ingemann, 1789-1862; tr. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, alt.
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944



