Reformation Sunday

October 29, 2023
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add
your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle.
Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar
with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our
ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St.
Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

~

Masks are optional but available in the narthex for anyone who feels more
comfortable taking that precaution for themselves or on behalf of others.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be God, the one who forms us, “+Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete. C: Amen.

P: Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

P: Steadfast and faithful God,

C: you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk
what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known
and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and
your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our
neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P: Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In Christ, you are already and always forgiven. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Thy Strong Word (stz 1-3) ELW # 511



*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ...Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with
all truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it;
where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is
in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. C. Amen.

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 321t will not be like the covenant that |
made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says
the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their
hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people.

3No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for |
will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW # 504

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

1Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable
to God. ?°For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed
by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, ?’the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 2since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; ?they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, >whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 2°it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.



2Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works?
No, but by the law of faith. 2For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart
from works prescribed by the law.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*Gospel: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples; *2and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” 3¥They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
3Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave
to sin. **The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has
a place there forever. %So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW # 517

*APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

God our parent, you call us your children and have made us siblings through your
son Jesus. Heal the church’s many divisions, bring understanding and peace where
there has been contention and strife, and unite us in one body through the love of
Christ. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

: God our creator, your hands have made the heights of the mountains, the depths

of the sea, and the life that animates all creation. Bring relief to areas harmed by
wildfires, floods, storms, and human carelessness. Renew the face of the earth.
God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

: God our ruler, the nations rage and the kingdoms shake, but your word stands fast

forever. Let your justice and peace roll down like waters wherever there is strife,
Injustice, war, or religious conflict. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

: God our champion, you are our refuge and strength, a very present help in times

of trouble. Draw near to all who suffer. Be their rest and comfort. God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

. God our reformer, you make all things new. Free us from complacency, open us

to unexpected ways, and kindle zeal in us for the future. We pray for young people
affirming their baptism. With them, stir in us a desire for your wisdom. God of
grace, C: hear our prayer.

: God our savior, you made yourself known in the lives of all who have died in the

hope of your grace. We give thanks for the witness of reformers like Martin Luther
and for all whose example has brought us closer to you. God of grace, C: hear our
prayer.

: Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

*THE PEACE

P:
C:

The peace of the LORD be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER



An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray... God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring

your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. C: Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which
all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with
manna from heaven.

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his
coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger
and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
*INVITATION
P: Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.
COMMUNION HYMN O God Whose Word Well-Planted ACS # 975
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and love and joy will flour-ish  to clothe the earth with peace.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: ABIDING PRESENCE, Stephen P. Folkemer, b. 1952
Text and music © 1990 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word,
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us
to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: The God of glory, *F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives
In you, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG Thy Strong Word (stz 4-6) ELW # 511

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. God is at work in you. C: Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God by Jim and Jane Fagans.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Financial Bookkeeper — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Steve Oswalt
Our Lector — Camden Kuster
Our Acolytes — Gabby Decker, Lily Lightner and Lucy Lightner
Our Usher — Randy McGraw
Our Altar Guild — Elaine Buchart, Janet Stewart
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries”




This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Wed. 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon. — Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — Reformation Sunday
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Youth Hosted Halloween Party, Lutheran Home 5:30 pm
Monday — Cub/Boy Scouts, Scout Rooms 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday — Knotty Ladies, Quilt Room 12:30-3:00 pm
Sunday — All Saints Sunday
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred
Brandenberg, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan
Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Bill Stahl, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Randy Barrett, Caleb, Diane Cappel, Ted
Chipperfield, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Greg Dick, Brian Fleck, Ron Focht, Jim
Fritz, Marilyn Horton, Baby James, Darren Kreutzer, Linda Lehman, Carrie Lively,
Kristen Malloy, Ruth Marshall, Karrie McCall & Family, Betty McDowell, Kay
McGraw, Rick Mclntyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner, Charles Minnick & Family,
Nathan, Deb Peters, Bob & Annette Ritchey, Paul Ruth, Denny Smith (Shelly Hill),

Cindy Thomas, Tiffany Townsend, Drew Wenzel, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete
Williams, Tim Wilson, Pat Winston, Tom Woodrow, Jody Zelanko, and for our
Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.
Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates, Jeff Hoenstine.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (Germany).




Martinsburg Food Pantry
Volunteers from the Mt. Pleasant Church will be assisting the regular helpers with
food distributions on Thursdays, November 2 and November 16 from 9:00a.m.
until 11:00a.m.
Several churches are providing Thanksgiving dinners for food pantry families that

would like to prepare turkey dinners themselves.
Items most needed for November: Cereal, Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing Mix, Fruit,
Tomato Sauce.
We appreciate your prayers and support!
Thank you for all your donations! Linda Smith

For Sale: A 12’ x 21” roll of high-quality indoor/outdoor, coffee
colored carpeting. It was origninally purchased to replace the
outdoor carpeting at the main entrance. After tearing up the old
carpeting, it was discovered that the concrete was detioriated and
determined that carpeting will no longer be used there. Stop in at
Cove Flooring to take a look or call the church office.

The Weekend ]
November 5, 2023
Allegheny Synod Youth Event D
Grades 6-12 -
December 8-10, 2023
Huntingdon, PA

dReg's,"a;'o" . N7w oPe," d : = _Please submit any
e trionds: names you would like recognized on

St. Matthew covers the remainder All Saints Sunday to the church office
See Pastor Traci for forms & details by completing the form below.

November 1, 2023 is the deadline.
You can also submit names using our

p%lltll I’ 2024 ELCA Y(_)Uth Gatherin_g_ sEthitlthewmartinsburg@gmaiﬁgg:r(?ss;
“ — Please speak with Pastor Traci if FH b
~= you have any interest in attending Person submitting:

the 2024 ELCA Youth Gathering
July 16-20, 2024 in New Orleans.

2022 Audit The full church audit of 2022 is
available in the church office.




*OPENING HYMN Thy Strong Word (stz 1-3) ELW # 511
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Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW # 504
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship

Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW # 517
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and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543



COMMUNION HYMN O God Whose Word Well-Planted ACS # 975
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: ABIDING PRESENCE, Stephen P. Folkemer, b. 1952
Text and music © 1990 Augsburg Fortress
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1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness;  at thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, dark as
3 Thy strong Word be - speaks us righ - teous; bright with
4 From the cross thy wis - dom shin - ing  break - eth
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speak -ing it was done. For cre - at - ed light we
night and deep as death, broke the light of thy sal -
thine own ho - 1i - ness, glo - rious now, we  press toward
forth in con - qu'ring might; from the cross for - ev - er
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thank thee, while thine or - dered sea - SsSons  rum.
va - tion, breathed thine own life - breath-ing breath.
glo - ry, and our lives  our hopes con - fess.
beam - eth all thy bright re - deem - ing light.
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Al-le - lIu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praiseto thee who light dost send!
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - 1a  with-out end!

5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,
alleluias without end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!
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