The 20" Sunday After Pentecost

October 11, 2026
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become
familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation
with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts
back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to
live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *F Jesus Christ, in whom
there 1s no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN The Lord’s My Shepherd ELW #778

*GREETING
P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e -lei - son, ev-ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this
holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that
we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and
for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. R

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that
you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us
pray to the Lord. R

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ...Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and
poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen
us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9
'O Lord, you are my God;

I will exalt you; I will praise your name,

for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.

2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;

the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.



“For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
> the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

% On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;
8 he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
Tt will be said on that day,
“See, this 1s our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This 1s the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 (read responsively)

' The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3 You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
3>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.



SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9
"My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2T urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. ? Yes,
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest
of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. > Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. ” And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. ® As for the things that you have learned and received
and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: > “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they
would not come. * Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” > But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, *while
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. ” The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.

8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. ? Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” !° Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

1<«But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who
was not wearing a wedding robe, !2 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get
in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. !* Then the king said to
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '* For many are called, but
few are chosen.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522

* APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and
the world.

A: Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain.
Empower the World Council of Churches and all those working across religious
difference, that the world may know your undivided love. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all
places of natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O
God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew
all communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief
efforts. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who
are sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this
congregation to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear
us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for
those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and
those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.
*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ...God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts,
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today
and always. C: Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: Tt is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us
again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
*INVITATION

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION HYMN I Received the Living God ELW #4717

*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray...Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of
Jesus, in whose name we pray. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ

Jesus. C: Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit. C: Amen.

The God of grace *F bless you now and forever. C: Amen.
*SENDING SONG This Is My Father’s World ELW # 824

DISMISSAL
P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. C: Thanks be to God.



Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of loved ones
from Linda Negley.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Pianists — Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Acolyte — Gavin Kuster
Our Assisting Minister — Jim Barley
Our Lector — Shawn Orczeck
Our Usher — Dennis Smith
Our Altar Guild — Jeannie Smith, Cindy Snyder
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries”

This Week at St. Matthew: 814-793-2413

Office Hours:

Pastor Traci — Wed.: 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Pastor Traci is on vacation from 10/16-
10/20. In case of emergency, call Pastor MJ Irvin-Stellabotte at §14-934-9941.
Jen — Wed., Thurs., Fri. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events:
Today — 20" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Window Room
10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Tuesday — Council Meeting 6:30 p.m., Window Room / Zoom
Wednesday — Mending Ministry 2:00-4:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Bible Study 6:30-7:30 p.m., Window Room/online
Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St.
Sunday — 21" Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Window Room
10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary




Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall.

Prayer Concerns: Ben, Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick, Mary
Farabaugh, Marilyn Horton, Dwight and Bethany Kensinger and their newborn son,
Rachel Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy McGraw, John Murphy, Dan
Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Margie Smith, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger,
Bill Stahl, Dr. Darwin Stapleton, Peggy Steinfurth, Jim Stewart, Jennifer Winston, and
for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Mace Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeftf Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

New Bible Study Opportunity

WEDNESDAY EVENING
@Mp@—gm

BIBLE STUDY

TOGETHER IN SCRIPTURE. STRONGER IN MINISTRY.

Let's work together to bring weekly, pericope-based
Bible study to our congregations and beyond—
through Zoom!

Thanks to the work of the Go Tell It In The Mountains team, a new Bible Study
opportunity will be available weekly beginning in October.

We have the ability to meet together in the Window Room and video conference
with leaders and other participants from Allegheny, Upper Susquehanna, and North
West Pennsylvania Synods. You can also access the study by Zoom from your
home. These lectionary studies will cover the upcoming Sunday’s gospel and other
readings as time permits, from 6:30PM to 7:30PM on Wednesdays. Watch your
email for log-in information or join us in person at church to connect to the wider

group.



Community Mending Ministry at St. Matthew
XFavorite clothing in need of repair? X
Give it another chance!

Bring laundered clothes thvfa,"t_fneed mending
to work on yourself or get help from our sewers.

Wednesday, October 21st
2PM to 4PM

*Meals will be provided to homebound members.




Join Pastor Traci & Angus at St. Matthew for

No Trick or Treaters in your neighborhood?
No problem! Dozens of ghosts & goblins
trick or treat at church every year.




Early Bird Registration Until November 1st
Registration open through November 20th

The Weekend.

Allegheny Synod
6th — 12th Grade Youth Event
December 11-13, 2026

St. James Lutheran Church ~ Huntingdon, PA

Registration Materials Available at
https://www.alleghenysynod.org

The D. Merl Tipton 2\

VFW

Post 43 Auxiliary -
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VETERANS
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VETERAN’S DAY LUNCHEON

*x x K Kk %

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2026
—— % NOON TO 1:30 PM % —

* % AT THE POST * x
115 S. NICODEMUS STREET
MARTINSBURG, PA

Local e entertainer
* TINA WALTERS % *

11'(// o /,4)? vocal /}(11‘ votic songs. |

—— x % Please * x

MAKE A RESERVATION k.4
NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 4 | =

PLAN TO ATTEND AND ENJOY
GREAT FOOD, PATRIOTIC ENTERTAINMENT,
AND FELLOWSHIP WITH FELLOW VETERANS AND FRIENDS.
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Anyone interested in participating in this year’s
Journey to Bethlehem, which will be adapted for
seated performances in the sanctuary,
please contact Jane Fagans or Pastor Traci

Martinsburg Food Pantry
The Food Pantry will be open for food distribution on
Thursdays, October 1 and October 15 from 9:00 a.m.
until 11:00 a.m. Covenant Church of the Brethren,
Curryville, will supply helpers to distribute food, besides
the regular helpers.

Items most needed for October:
Fruit, Ravioli, Spaghetti & Sauce, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Paper Towels

We are grateful for all the fresh produce everyone has given, and Camden from his
Eagle Scout garden!

Many thanks,
Linda Smith




Allegheny Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

How has God gifted YOU with skills
& passion for our shared ministry?
We want to know!

Please complete the Allegheny Synod’s
Life Together Survey to help Bishop
Kevin and his staff connect members of
our synod with each other and the
committees and teams working to
spread God’s love & light in _ phone 2,
the world. Access the 5‘25‘%, i
survey with this QR code £ &
or on the Synod website. 3, Z55
Contact your church office

or the synod office for a paper copy.




*OPENING HYMN The Lord’s My Shepherd ELW #778
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1 The Lord’s my shep-herd; I'll not want. He makes me down to lie

2 My soul he doth re - store a - gain, and me to walk doth make

3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear no ill;

4 My ta - ble thou hast rich - ly spread in pres-ence of my foes;

5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life shall sure-1ly fol-low me,
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n pas - tures green; he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by
with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness,e’en for his own name’s sake;
for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort  still;
my  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.
and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall be;
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me the qui-et wa - ters by.

with - in the paths of righ-teous-ness, e’en for his own name’s sake.

for thou art with me, and thy rod and staff me com - fort

still.

My  head thou dost with oil a - noint,and my cup o - ver - flows.

and in God’s house for - ev - er - more my dwell-ing-place shall

Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650
Music: BROTHER JAMES’ AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain

be.



*HYMN OF THE DAY As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turmour wor-ship in-to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there 1is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im - age 1in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr.,, b. 1944

Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



COMMUNION HYMN I Received the Living God ELW # 477

Refrain
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of joy.
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of  joy.
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1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the life, far from whom no thing can  grow,
N . . Refrain
& p— =
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you who will  par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
SO I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.

You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it you shall know.

Text: Anonymous
Music: LIVING GOD, Anonymous



*SENDING SONG This Is My Father’s World ELW #824
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1 This 1s my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This 1s my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This 1s my Fa-ther’s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’s world; 1 rest me in the thought of
This i1s my Fa-ther’'s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This i1s my Fa-ther’'s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won - ders wrought.
rus - tling grass 1| hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord 1s king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901
Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.



	First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9

