
The 19th Sunday After Pentecost 

October 4, 2026 
10:30 a.m. Worship  

 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you 

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center 

aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become 

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation 

with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here 

at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and 

healing upon the earth.  
 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 

Compassionate God, 

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in 

our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness 

strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts 

back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to 

live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 

there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. C: Amen. 

 



*OPENING HYMN  Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty   ELW #533 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE             S138 

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God S139 

 
 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray … Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by 

the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your 

merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. C: Amen. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 

 1 I will sing for my beloved 

  my love song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded rotten grapes. 

 

 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and people of Judah, 

 judge between me 

  and my vineyard. 

 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield rotten grapes? 

 

 5 And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 

 6 I will make it a wasteland; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 

 



 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 

  are his cherished garden; 

 he expected justice 

  but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness 

  but heard a cry! 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 80:7-15 (read responsively) 

 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and planted it. 

 9 You cleared the ground for it; 

  it took root and filled the land. 

 10 The mountains were covered by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

 11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 

  and its branches to the river. 

 12 Why have you broken down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

 13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 

  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

 14 Turn now, O God of hosts, 

  look down from heaven; 

 15 behold and tend this vine; 

  preserve what your right hand has planted. 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 

all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but 



one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 

faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 

of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain 

the resurrection from the dead. 

 

  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I 

press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and 

sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold 

of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press 

on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S142a 

 

 

*Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. 

Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, 

he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized 

his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other 

slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent 

his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw 

the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get 

his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 

him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death 

and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 

harvest time.” 

 

 



  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will 

be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized 

that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared 

the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Peggy Steinfurth 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY Built on a Rock ELW #652 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and 

the world. 

A: God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and 

transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day. 

Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within 

it. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation. Hear 

us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 



A: God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and 

shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced 

people and refugees. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief 

to all who are sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give 

thanks for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire 

others with your truth. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 

A: God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the 

saints who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God. C: Your 

mercy is great. 

P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those 

in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.  

*BENEDICTION 

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ 

Jesus. C: Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 

interceding of the Spirit. C: Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  Earth and All Stars! ELW # 731 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. C: Thanks be to God. 

*POSTLUDE 
 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 
 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of our fathers: 

Carl Alexy and Bob Oswalt from Steve and Kim Oswalt. 



 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organist – Mary Nelson 

Our Pianists – Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Lector – Dawn Alexy 

Our Usher – Steve Oswalt 

Our Altar Guild – Jeannie Smith, Cindy Snyder 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Fourth Quarter Ventures in Faith to “United Lutheran Seminaries” 

This Week at St. Matthew: 814-793-2413 

Office Hours: 

Pastor Traci – Wed. – 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 

                        Pastor Traci can be reached at 814-935-9267. 

Jen – Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. – 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

This Week Events:  

 Today –   19th Sunday after Pentecost 

   9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Window Room 

   10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

Monday –   Worship & Music Meeting 6:00 p.m., via Zoom 

Wednesday –  Bible Study 6:30-7:30 p.m., Window Room/online 

 Sunday –   20th Sunday after Pentecost 

   9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Window Room 

   10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg, 

Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall. 

Prayer Concerns: Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, 

Marilyn Horton, Dwight and Bethany Kensinger and their newborn son, Rachel 

Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy McGraw, John Murphy, Dan Ross, John 

Russell, Dan Sinal, Margie Smith, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, Bill Stahl, 

Dr. Darwin Stapleton, Peggy Steinfurth, Jim Stewart, Jennifer Winston, and for our 

Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings. 



Away at School: Mace Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,  

   Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep. 
 

 

 

New Bible Study Opportunity 

Thanks to the work of the Go Tell It In The Mountains team, a new Bible Study 

opportunity will be available weekly beginning in October.  We have the ability to 

meet together in the Window Room and video conference with leaders and other 

participants from Allegheny, Upper Susquehanna, and North West Pennsylvania 

Synods.  You can also access the study by Zoom from your home.  These lectionary 

studies will cover the upcoming Sunday’s gospel and other readings as time 

permits, from 6:30PM to 7:30PM on Wednesdays.  See the flyer below for log-in 

information or join us in person at church to connect to the wider group.  
 

 

 

 
 

 



*Meals will be provided to homebound members. 

 

 

 



 
 

  
 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

 

The Food Pantry will be open for food distribution on 

Thursdays, October 1 and October 15 from 9:00 a.m. until 

11:00 a.m.  Covenant Church of the Brethren, Curryville, 

will supply helpers to distribute food, besides the regular helpers. 
 

Items most needed for October: 

Fruit, Ravioli, Spaghetti & Sauce, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Paper Towels 
 

We are grateful for all the fresh produce everyone has given, and Camden from his 

Eagle Scout garden! 
 

Many thanks, 

Linda Smith 



 

 

 

 

*OPENING HYMN  Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty   ELW #533 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY Built on a Rock ELW #652 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG  Earth and All Stars! ELW # 731 

 


	First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7

