The 18" Sunday After Pentecost

September 27, 2026
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you
add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become
familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation
with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts
back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to
live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom
there 1s no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843
*GREETING

P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e -lei - son, ev-ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this
holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that
we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and
for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. R

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that
you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us
pray to the Lord. R

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray ... God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings.
Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us,

and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

"' The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb
shall no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins
who shall die.

25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel:

Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2* When the righteous turn
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed, they shall die' 2’ Again, when the wicked turn
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right,
they shall save their life. 2 Because they considered and turned away from all the



transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die.
2 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel,
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions;
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3! Cast away from you all the transgressions
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death
of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-9 (read responsively)

'To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3 Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
*Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
> Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
®Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
?You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership
in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do
nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the
interests of others. °>Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

®who, though he existed in the form of God,



did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
8 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
1050 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
T and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with
fear and trembling, '3 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” >4 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask
you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. 2> Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was
it of human origin?”” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 2° But if we say,
‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.”
27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will
I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” > He answered, ‘I will not,” but later
he changed his mind and went. 3° The father went to the second and said the
same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. 3! Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you,
the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of
you. *? For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you
saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling ELW #608

* APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

P:

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen
to the cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name
difficult truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

- You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world

through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

. Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to

use their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of
humility. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

. Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts

with your forgiveness. Help all those in need. Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O
God. C: Your mercy is great.

. Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to

courageous learning and service in our community, especially in new or
challenging places. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

> Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at

rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear
us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE

P:

The peace of the LORD be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A:

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

Let us pray ...God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts,
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today
and always. C: Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: Tt is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us
again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.



*L.ORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
*INVITATION

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION HYMN Beautiful Savior ELW # 838

*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray...Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of
Jesus, in whose name we pray. C: Amen.



*BENEDICTION

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ
Jesus. C: Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit. C: Amen.

The God of grace *F bless you now and forever. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG How Great Thou Art ELW #856
DISMISSAL
P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. C: Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB10503 1
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory parents Ross
and Mildred Smith from George and Beckie Erb.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Pianists — Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Dawn Alexy
Our Lector — Greg Haffling
Our Usher — Greg Haffling
Our Altar Guild — Tonya Walter, Jackie Lightner
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”

This Week at St. Matthew: 814-793-2413

Office Hours:
e Pastor Traci — Pastor Traci can be reached at 814-935-9267.
e Jen — Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.




This Week Events:
Today — 18" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Window Room
10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Tuesday — Talk-O Tuesday 6:00 p.m., La Fiesta at the Airport
Sunday — 19" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Sunday School, Window Room
10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall.

Prayer Concerns: Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh,
Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Dwight and Bethany Kensinger and their newborn son,
Rachel Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy McGraw, John Murphy, Dan
Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Margie Smith, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger,
Bill Stahl, Dr. Darwin Stapleton, Peggy Steinfurth, Jim Stewart, Jennifer Winston, and
for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Mace Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeftf Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

. Martinsburg Food Pantry .
X 74 % v
The Food Pantry will be open for food distribution on :
Thursdays, October 1 and October 15 from 9:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. Covenant Church of the Brethren, Curryville,

will supply helpers to distribute food, besides the regular helpers.

Items most needed for October:
Fruit, Ravioli, Spaghetti & Sauce, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Paper Towels

We are grateful for all the fresh produce everyone has given, and Camden from his
Eagle Scout garden!

Many thanks,
Linda Smith




The Weekend.

Allegheny Synod Youth Event
December 11-13, 2026
St. James Lutheran Church & Comfort Inn
Huntingdon, PA




Allegheny Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

How has God gifted YOU with skills
& passion for our shared ministry?
We want to know!

Please complete the Allegheny Synod’s
Life Together Survey to help Bishop
Kevin and his staff connect members of
our synod with each other and the
committees and teams working to
spread God’s love & light in  phone 2,
the world. Access the $ manerm 2
survey with this QR code & IRy
or on the Synod website. %, ZE;
Contact your church office

or the synod office for a paper copy.




*OQPENING HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ,who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.

Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by  grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ty dread dis - ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - ry land.
Praisethe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



*HYMN OF THE DAY Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling ELW #608
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1 Soft - ly and ten-der -ly Je-sus 1is call - ing, «call - ing for
2 Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus is plead-ing, plead - ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
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you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,
you and for me?  Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned,he has mer-cy and par - don,
Refrain
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je -sus 18 call-ing, call - ing, “O sin - ner,

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson

come home!”



COMMUNION HYMN Beautiful Savior ELW # 838
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1 Beau - t1 - ful Sav - 1or, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair 18 the sun - shine, fair 1s the moon - light,
4 Beau -t1 - ful Sav - 1o, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus s fair - er, Je - sus s pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my Crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels n the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesang_.buch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.



*SENDING SONG How Great Thou Art ELW #856
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1 O Lord my God, when I in awe-some won -der con-sid - er
2 When through the woods and for - est glades I ~ wan - der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, his Son not spar-ing, sent him to
4  When Christ shall come, with shout of ac - cla - ma - tion, and take me
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all  the works thy hand hath made, [ see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun - der, thy pow’r through-out the u - ni- verse dis-played;
gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”
Refrain
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Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to thee, how great thou
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art! How great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Sav-ior God, to
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thee, how great thou art! How great thou  art!

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989

Music: O STORE GUD, Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine

Text and music © 1953 S. K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road,
Pacific City OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved.



