Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 18, 2022
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

anyone who feels more comfortable taking that
precaution for themselves or on behalf of others.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us

beyond our days.
C Amen.

P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus
does.

P God of mercy and forgiveness,

C we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn
us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and
strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

P Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ++ and you are made whole. God points the
way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding
love through the power of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



*OPENING HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ELW # 392
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

to the Lord, let us pray o the Lord.

S184

P Let us pray ... God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for
one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and
our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7

“Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
Ssaying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the
sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and
the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances, ®buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

"The LoRD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their
deeds.

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PsAaLM 113 (read responsively)

'Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD.

?|_et the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.

3From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD be praised.

“The LORD is high above all nations; God’s glory above the heavens.

*Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high,

®but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

"The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes,

8enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.

°The LORD makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of children.
Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

'First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for everyone, ?for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, “who desires everyone to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of the truth. °For there is one God; there is also one
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, ®who gave
himself a ransom for all—this was attested at the right time.’For this | was
appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher
of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel: Luke 16:1-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.



Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. ?So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any
longer.” 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master
Is taking the position away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am
ashamed to beg. *l have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” °So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?” ®°He
answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it fifty.” “Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’
He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and
make it eighty.” 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he
had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with
their own generation than are the children of light. °And 1 tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may
welcome you into the eternal homes.

10«Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. I then you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? ?And
if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what
is your own? 3No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

HoMILY Pastor Traci



*HYMN OF THE DAY  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW # 779
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

*CREED
P Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

P As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

P God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those
preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers,
seminarians, and all those who share your good news with the world. God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

P Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your
creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those
who work to develop sustainable practices. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and
compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the
example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of
grace, C hear our prayer.

P Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic
and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries,
clothing banks, and emergency shelters. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us
in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we may share
generously. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the
witness of those who have gone before us, and bring us with them to the heavenly
feast that has no end. God of grace, C hear our prayer.

P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945
Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling
Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America,

South America, and Central America. including the Caribbean.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is
the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into
the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this
bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy
Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so
that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # 5191
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
INVITATION

P Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

BLESSING
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray... God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our
neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. C Amen.

BENEDICTION

P God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and
peace. And may the holy Trinity, - one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and
love. C Amen,



*SENDING SONG I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW # 860
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

Dismissal
P Go in peace, with Christ beside you. C Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5B105031

Please be advised that worship services are recorded and/or
live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God by Linda and Tom Brown
and Audrey and Dave Stern in memory of Dick and Louise Frederick.

2023 BUDGET
To all committee chairpersons and all those who provide information for the budget
of our church: It is time to begin preparation for the 2023 budget. Please have all of
your respective budgets to me before our October council meeting which will be
October 11, 2022. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.




Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Pianist — Dr. Adam Smith
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Missionary Family — On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson
Our Administrative Assistant — Lori Tremmel
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Lector — Elaine Smith
Our Altar Guild — Cindy Snyder, Jeannie Smith
Our Usher — Martie Gilbert
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”

Martinsburg Community Meal
Breaking Bread Food Ministry has been shown every month on the second Monday
from 5:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. at the Martinsburg Church of God Fellowship Hall,
located 123 S. Market St., Martinsburg. This meal is "free" because God's love is
free. Everyone is welcome. Take-out and delivery are also available. Contact Pastor
Jim Shaffer 814-793-4375 for free delivery or questions.

Other Churches have offered to help with these monthly meals. St. Matthew Social
Ministry Committee is planning to help with the dinner on Monday, November 14.
Closer to this date, more information will be given for those wanting to help.

Prayer Vigil
Saturday, October 1%, from 6:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. St. Matthew Lutheran Church will
hold our annual World Wide Prayer Vigil in observance of World Wide Communion
Sunday, October 2", Members are asked to commit one half hour to pray for any
concerns of a personal, church, or worldwide nature. The sign-up sheet is located on
the Narthex Bulletin Board.




Office Hours This Week:

Pastor Traci — Pastor Traci will be away at the Bishop’s Convo Mon.-Wed.
You may call her cell for emergencies 814-935-9267.

Office Hours — Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m.-1200 p.m. Lori Tremmel

This Week Events
Today — Worship in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.
Confirmation Field Trip at JB Tree Farm meet at 1:00 p.m.
October Messenger Article Deadline
Thursday -  Employee Meeting, Fellowship Hall 10:00 a.m.
Sunday — Worship in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, John Aljets, Vivian Beach,
Verna Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Jere
Hess, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Kay McGraw, Ginny
Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Bill Stahl, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett, Diane Cappel,
Greg Comer, Terry & Cathy Creek, Tim Flaugh, Brian Fleck, Jim Fritz, Gerry
Girolami, Dan Hershberger, Marilyn Horton, Darren Kreutzer, Carrie Lively, Kristen
Malloy, Karrie McCall & Family, Betty McDowell, Rick Mclintyre, Aunt Mica,
Charles Minnick & Family, Nathan, Pastor Drahus Oslikova, Deb Peters, Paul Ruth,
Barbara Smith, Luther Steele, Cindy Thomas, Rev. Jack Timm, Susan Werner, John
Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Jody Zelanko, and for our
Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson.

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates.

Those Serving in the Army Overseas: Nathan Smith (Germany)

Social Ministry Committee is scheduled to meet via Zoom on Monday, September
26™ at 6:30 p.m.



Martinsburg Food Pantry
Food Pantry is open the first and third Thursdays of every month from 9:00 a.m. until
11:00 a.m. During harvest time, if you have any extra vegetables or fruit, it would be
very appreciated on the dates we are open.

Items most needed for September: Juice, Pasta Sides, Macaroni, Tomato Sauce and
Paper Towels. Thanks for the school supplies given in August!
Linda Smith

Worship Schedule for September
Adult Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 25 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Window Room

We are going to one Worship service for the rest of September at 10:30 a.m.

Youth Sunday School will begin on Sunday, October 2 at 9:30 a.m. in the
Christian Ed. Wing

Rally Sunday
Today, September 18th

sunday school  All school-age (pre-school through adults) students are invited to
Al come and join us at 9:30 a.m. on September 18" in the Fellowship
Hall for our Rally Day celebration. Sunday School classes will

— officially begin for the Adults in the Window Room on Sunday,
September 25™, and for the Youth in the Sunday School Classrooms on Sunday,
October 2, 2022.

“Let’s learn and grow in our Christian Faith!”

Allegheny Synodical Women’s Organization
33" Annual Convention
Christ Lutheran Church
206 Walnut St, Claysburg, PA
Saturday, October 22, 2022
Registration forms are available at the Usher’s station.
Deadline is Saturday, October 1, 2022




Share the Harvest
&\HDEN P}“’“ UCE The “Share the Harvest” table is up and running. In the months to
. w ;5 '» come, if you have extra fruit or vegetables to share with members of
2 the congregation, please bring your items and place them on a table in
the Narthex. Members will be able to help themselves to items as desired. Any
remaining produce after Sunday morning will be given away at the discretion of the
donor. “Let us share God’s harvest with others.”

Church Messenger

The September 2022 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website
(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using
the link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available
in the news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-
2413), you can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home. Do not hesitate
to call the church office if you need help in securing a copy of the Messenger. Your
readership, and articles are always appreciated.



