The 16" Sunday After Pentecost

September 13, 2026
10:30 a.m. Worship Outside

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you
add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become
familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation
with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Compassionate God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in
our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness
strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts
back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to
live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ, in whom
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. C: Amen.
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we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



*GREETING

P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that
we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

I5Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” 1So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, '7 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers
and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime
of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
'8 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as
your slaves.” ! But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of
God? 2 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 2! So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 103:[1-7] 8-13 (read responsively)
[ !Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that 1s within me, bless God’s holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
*who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
> who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
®O Lord, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
7Y ou made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
] ®Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;



? you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
1Y ou have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
" For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed
them.  Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the
day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give
thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to
God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ? For to this end Christ died and lived again,
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

1"Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. "' For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1280 then, each one of us will be held accountable.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 2 When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 2° and, as he could not
pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all
his possessions and payment to be made. 2°So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 2’ And out
of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. 2® But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.” 2 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.” 3°But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the debt. > When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. 3 Then his lord summoned him and said to him,
“You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay
his entire debt. *> So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci



*HYMN OF THE DAY In Christ There Is No East or West ELW #650
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In Christ there 1s no east or west, In him no south or north,
In Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;
Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.

In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the Iliv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.

all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

* APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident

that God hears us.

A: Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others.
Lead us to embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who
care for farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation.
Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power
entrusted to them. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.



. Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives
of any who feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need. Hear us,
O God. C: Your mercy is great.

: Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire
each of us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. C: Your
mercy is great.

- With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we
remember all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is
great.

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ...God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts,
our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today
and always. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S144a
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*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form
us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.



Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
*INVITATION

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
C: Thanks be to God.



COMMUNION HYMN Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW # 592
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O Lamb of God, I come, I COome.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871

Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray...Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of

Jesus, in whose name we

*BENEDICTION

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ

Jesus. C: Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the

pray. C: Amen.

interceding of the Spirit. C: Amen.
The God of grace * bless you now and forever. C: Amen.




*SENDING SONG God’s Work, Our Hands ACS #1000
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and  set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt- 'ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your  call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
DISMISSAL

P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. C: Thanks be to God.
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Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Pianists — Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Shawn Orczeck
Our Lector — Martie Gilbert
Our Usher — Stanley Smith
Our Altar Guild — Tonya Walter, Jackie Lightner
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”

This Week at St. Matthew: 814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Monday, September 14" — Wednesday, September16™ Pastor Traci
1s away at Bishop's Convocation. She can be reached at §14-935-9267.
Jen — No office hours this week. Please call or text 814-935-3801 for assistance
with office-related needs.

This Week Events

Today — 16" Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship Outside
God's Work Our Hands Worship & Ice Cream 2:00 p.m.,
Lutheran Home

Monday — Community Meal, Church of God

Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St.

Sunday — 17" Sunday after Pentecost

10:30 a.m. Worship Outside
Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,

Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall.




Prayer Concerns: Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh,
Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Dwight and Bethany Kensinger and their newborn son,
Rachel Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy McGraw, Barbara Moorhead,
John Murphy, Dan Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Margie Smith, Joshua Sollenberger,
Kaleb Sollenberger, Bill Stahl, Dr. Darwin Stapleton, Peggy Steinfurth, Jim Stewart,
Jennifer Winston, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Mace Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeftf Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

Septe'mbe'r" Oﬁice Hours

Pastor Traci will be away a for a large part of
September for continuing education,
Bishop’s Convocation, and a stewardship

EYLEL NN

5| 6| 7 u) . 133‘:“ conference. No regular office hours will be
12 13 ; Loty % B scheduled this month, but she will be
19 20 2 ® a available for meetings in the office or for
05 21 28 s 2 visits at home by appointment:

814-935-9267 (cell)
revtracimarriott@gmail.com

St. Matthew’s September Schedule

As our bats should be responsibly, legally, & humanely
relocated by the last week of the month, we are planning:

September 13" & 20" - 10:30AM Worship OUTSIDE

September 27* and beyond - 9:30AM Sunday School
10:30AM Worship BACK IN THE SANCTUARY

Thank you for your patience!




Save the Date: God’s work. Our hands. Sunday--September 13th

B ac k to S u n d ay S c h O O l For this year’s GWOH Sunday, together with the members of the other Blair-

Huntingdon Conference churches, we will join the residents of the Lutheran
Home in Hollidaysburg for worship and an ice cream sundae social.

When S“nday SChOO/ resumes, we W’// mee+ in Worship will be at 2PM at the Lutheran Home, outside if weather permits

Up to & including Sunday the 13", we will collect prizes for Resident Bingo:

.H)e Wina’ow ROOVYI *0 s+ua’y NT ergh*s guide candy, hand lotion, puzzle books, writing materials, small seasonal decorations

Join us and/or contribute to the collection

7‘0 MaHhew, re/evam{' 7Lo Hn's year's goslpe/ 0@ gg
oo (50 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
reaa/inqs. Books are provia/ea/. All are welcome! NZ° God'swork. Our hands.

_ am Martinsburg Food Pantry el
X3 ‘\i/ Volunteers from Memorial Brethren Church will be XY ‘\i)/
7 helping distribute food on Thursdays, September 3 and 7

September 17 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. During
Harvest time, if you have any extra vegetables or fruit you
would like to share, it would be appreciated on the days we are open.

Items most needed for September: Macaroni & Cheese, Hamburger Helper,
Peas, Spaghetti, and Fruit. Thank you!

Our thanks, also, for all the school supplies received in August! This means a lot to
the children and youth as they begin school.

Thank you to Camden for donating veggies from his Eagle Scout garden!
Linda Smith

The Weekend.

Allegheny Synod Youth Event
December 11-13, 2026
St. James Lutheran Church & Comfort Inn
Huntingdon, PA




