The Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost

September 5, 2021
9:00 a.m. Worship in Yard (FH)
10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary

Announcements
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is
sure, and whose love is endless. Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

God our comforter:

Like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth
with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when
we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as
ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in - Christ
Jesus. God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all
your sins. Amen.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.

P Let us pray ... Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into
health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a

people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ,
our healer and Lord. C Amen



First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save
you.”

>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; "2the burning
sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water.

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PsALM 146 (To be read responsively.)

!Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!

2] will praise the LORD as long as 1 live; | will sing praises to my God all my life
long.

3Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.

“When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their
plans perish.

*Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their
God,

®who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith
forever,;

"who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD
sets the prisoners free;

8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed
down; the LORD loves the righteous.

The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but
the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

19The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the
LORD!

Second Reading: James 2:1-10, 14-1717

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, *and
if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here,
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,”
*have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil
thoughts? °Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor
in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised
to those who love him?



®But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they
who drag you into court? ’Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that
was invoked over you?

8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” °But if you show partiality, you commit sin and
are convicted by the law as transgressors. *°For whoever keeps the whole law but
fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have
works? Can faith save you? ©°If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food,
8and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet
you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? ’So faith by itself,
If it has no works, is dead.

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel: Mark 7:24-37

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

241 Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,?°but a woman
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she
came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 2"He
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” 2But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.”



2Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your
daughter.” 3°So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon
gone.

31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 3°They brought to him a deaf man
who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on
him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into
his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 3*Then looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” ®And immediately his
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. *Then Jesus
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they
proclaimed it. 3’ They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Traci



*HYMN OF THE DAY Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW # 726
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.glamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*CREED

P Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all
in need.

Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. Guide all
evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to share your love
through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all
who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. Inspire all
people to show care for the world you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and
governments to work with one another for the good of our common world.
Especially as we celebrate Labor Day, unite us in seeking the health, safety, and
dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or
persecution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through uncertain
and unstable times. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and
ministries of this congregation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your glorious
presence. We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and
to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy
Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so
that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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P All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.



Communion Hymn  For the Bread Which You Have Broken ELW # 494
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for the words which you have spo - ken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.
by your call to heav’n a-bove us, hal-low all our lives, O Lord.
may the church still wait-ing for you keep love’s tie un - bro - ken, Lord.
in the world to which you send us let your king-dom come, O Lord.

Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855-1930, alt.
Music: OMNI DIE, Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1631
Text © Robert F. Jefferys Jr.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Post Communion Prayer
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into

a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness
to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.



*SENDING SONG This Is My Father’s World ELW # 824
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Malthie D. Babcock, 1858-1901
Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.

Blessing
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The

holy Trinity, 2one God, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Postlude

Dismissal
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5B105031

Please be advised that worship services are recorded and/or
live-streamed on social media.



Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Hazel Hoover from Rod Hoover and Family.

Serving God and Us

Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Pianist/Organist — Dr. Adam Smith/Mary Nelson
Our Administrative Assistant — Lori Tremmel
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant— Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Bill Brown
Our Lector (10:30 a.m.) — Melissa Fetzer
Our Audio/Video Tech (10:30 a.m.) — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “On Eagles Wings and Missionaries”

Help Wanted!
0,80 The Property Committee of St. Matthew is seeking either volunteer or
&Y' temporary paid help for church cleaning of the Sanctuary, Narthex,
Fellowship Hall, and restrooms during our Sexton, Bill Brown’s
convalescence from recent surgery. This position can become permanent as a paid
assistant to the Sexton. If you are interested either as a volunteer or a temporary
paid worker, please contact the church office at 814 793-2413 Monday to Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 12: 00 p.m.

MESSENGERS: There is a sign-up sheet on the Narthex bulletin board if you
would like a PAPER Messenger each month.

Martinsburg Food Pantry
Volunteers from the Memorial Church of the Brethren will be helping to distribute food
on Thursday, September 2 and 16 19 from 9:00 until 11:00 a.m. along with the regular
volunteers. If any of you harvest more vegetables or fruit than you can use, please
share with the Food Pantry on the dates it is open. When you are shopping, remember
we are collecting school supplies, which can be placed in the school box in the narthex.
Items most needed for September: Macaroni, Tomato Sauce, Fruit Cocktail,
Scalloped Potatoes. Many thanks for your donations!




Office Hours This Week:

Pastor Traci — Wednesday 3:00 -5:00 p.m.

Office Hours — Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (Lori)
Wednesday 12:00-3:00 p.m. (Laura)

This Week Events
Monday — Office is Closed
Wednesday — Yoga 5:00 p.m.

Worship Schedule for September
In September, we will offer two Sunday services each week except Sun., Sept. 12
Sunday, Sept. 12, the second Worship will be at the MCMP at 11:00 a.m.
9AM Sept. 5, Worship Outside—Full Sung Liturgy of Word & Sacrament
(Communion)
In case of rain, the service will move to the Fellowship Hall and will be a spoken
liturgy.
9AM Sept. 12, Worship Outside—Full Sung Liturgy of Word & Sacrament
(Communion)
In case of rain, the service will move to the SANCTUARY and will be a spoken
liturgy.
8:30 AM Sept. 19 & 26, Worship Outside—Full Sung Liturgy of Word &
Sacrament (Communion)
In case of rain, the service will move to the Fellowship Hall and will be a spoken
liturgy.
10:30AM Sept. 5, 19 & 26, Worship in the Sanctuary—Full Spoken Liturgy of
Word & Sacrament (Communion)
This will be the recorded and live-streamed service.

11:00 AM Sept. 12, Community Ministerium Worship at MCMP
*Park Clean-Up to follow for God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday.

Inside or outside: In response to rising case numbers and in an effort to continue
being able to worship in person, we strongly request that everyone mask when
inside the building regardless of vaccination status.

Rally Sunday is September 12 at 8:30 a.m. Fellowship Hall




Prayers are needed for our homebound: Shirley Acker, Carl & Dawn Alexy, John
Aljets, Vivian Beach, Verna Blough, Fred Brandenberg, Clyde Claycomb, Betty
Helsel, Jere Hess, Gerald Hoover, Audrey Hite, Ruth Johnson, Anna Klepser, Janet
Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Don Smith, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Cindy Barnes, Randy Barrett,
Diane Cappel, Dwight Ciccotelli, Greg Comer, Brian Fleck, Jim Fritz, Lavetta
Galves, Wyatt Gerrity, George Gilbert Sr., Dan Hershberger, Marilyn Horton, Jozef
Iwanski, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Darren Kreutzer, Dave Lehman, Karrie McCall
& Family, Chuck McGeary, Ryder McDermitt, Betty McDowell, Rick Mclntyre,
Nathan, Aunt Mica, Murtle Miller, Deb Peters, Paul Ruth, Barbara Smith, Stanley
Smith, Bill Stahl, Luther Steele, Cindy Thomas, Norman Tremmel, Carol Weyandt,
Pete Williams, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On
Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson.

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jacob Orczeck.
Those Serving in the Army Overseas: Nathan Smith (Germany)

Ways to Make Donations to St. Matthew

Giving Online: Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring
contributions and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you
have access to the Internet. Simply follow these easy steps:

1) Visit the church website at “www.stmatthewlc.com”

2) Click on the “Give” button, (on the top white banner)

3) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule
your recurring contributions.

Barcode Offerings:

1)Visit “Play Store on your mobile device”
2) Find QR Code (this app is free)

3) Click on the “Install” the app

4) Open the app on your device

5) Scan the Barcode: (follow the prompts)




Prayer Vigil
Saturday, October 2", from 6:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. St. Matthew Lutheran Church will
hold our annual World Wide Prayer Vigil in observance of World Wide
Communion Sunday, October 3. Members are asked to commit one half hour to
pray for any concerns of a personal, church, or worldwide nature. We hope to have
enough participation to fill a twelve-hour time period with continuous prayer. The
sign-up sheet is located on the Narthex Bulletin Board.

Rally Sunday
Sunday September 12th
All school-age (pre-school through adults) students are invited to come and join us at
10:00 a.m. on September 12" in the Fellowship Hall for our Rally Day celebration.
Sunday School classes will officially begin on Sunday, September 19" at 9:30 a.m.
“Let’s learn and grow in our Christian Faith!”

Community Service at the MCMP
Sunday, September 12, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.
God’s Work. Our Hands. Event will follow the Community Service.
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is Sunday, September 12, 2021. This day is
an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor.

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic
convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ — every act of service, in
every daily calling, in every corner of life — flows freely from a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace.

*NOTE: There will be Outside Worship at St. Matthew at 9:00 a.m.
Rally Sunday in the Fellowship Hall will be 10:00 a.m.

Prayers and Christian Sympathy are asked for Mary Ann Satterfield and family
upon the death of her mother, Anna Klepser, September 3, 2021.




3:00 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 19: Installation of
Allegheny Synod Bishop Paula Schmitt
Presiding Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will join
the synod to install Bishop Paula Schmitt on Sept. 19. The service will be
streamed online live. Because of Covid restrictions, the service is not open to the
public in person.t
A reception will be held at a later date.

Readings for the Week:

Monday Isaiah 38:10-20. Tuesday Hewbrews 12:3-13. Wednesday Matthew 17:14-
21. Thursday (commemoration of Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia,
1654) Psalm 116:1-9. Friday James 2:17-26. Saturday Matthew 21:23-32.

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9; James 3:1-12;
Mark 8:27-38.



