The 15" Sunday after Pentecost

September 1, 2024
9:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After
you add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward
the center aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that
you become familiar with our family in Christ. These
sheets help our pastor and congregation with our
ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite

you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:

C:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

O T

: Gracious God,
. have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but

have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us
cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions
among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In
your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of
need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

: God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace

you have been saved. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal
healing, your sins are forgiven.

C: Amen.
*OPENING HYMN Morning Has Broken ELW #556
*GREETING

P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
8}
Y
£ b

P o

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE

N Assisting minister

Glory to God
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te - ceive our  prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward
creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse
us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Song of Solomon 2:8-13
8The voice of my beloved!
Look, he comes,
leaping upon the mountains,
bounding over the hills.
"My beloved is like a gazelle
Or a young stag.
Look, there he stands
behind our wall,
gazing in at the windows,
looking through the lattice.
1My beloved speaks and says to me:
“Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away;
for now the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone.
12The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove
is heard in our land.
13The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.”
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



PsALM 45:1-2, 6-9 (read responsively)
My heart is stirring with a noble song; let me recite what | have fashioned for
the King;
my tongue shall be the pen of a skillful writer.
2You are the noblest among the people;
grace flows from your lips, because God has blessed you forever.
®Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever,
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom.
"You love righteousness and hate iniquity;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
above your companions.
8All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia,
and the music of strings from ivory palaces makes you glad.
%Kings’ daughters stand among the ladies of the court;
on your right hand is the queen, adorned with the gold of Ophir.

SECOND READING: James 1:17-27

"Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change. 8In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth,
so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow
to speak, slow to anger; ?°for your anger does not produce God’s
righteousness. 2 Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of
wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power
to save your souls.

22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive
themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those
who look at themselves in a mirror; 2*for they look at themselves and, on going
away, immediately forget what they were like. 2But those who look into the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but
doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

261f any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive
their hearts, their religion is worthless. ?’Religion that is pure and undefiled
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress,
and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S1l42a
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words of e -ter - nal life Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-1lu - 1a.

*Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

!Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem
gathered around [Jesus], they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the
Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the
tradition of the elders; “and they do not eat anything from the market unless they
wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing
of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) °So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him,
“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat
with defiled hands?” ®He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you
hypocrites, as it is written,

“This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
’in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8Y ou abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you,
and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile,
but the things that come out are what defile.
21“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, ??adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness,
envy, slander, pride, folly. ZAll these evil things come from within, and they
defile a person.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW # 793



*APOSTLES’ CREED

P:
C

Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

. | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the
church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.

God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and belonging. Sustain
and build up leaders and lay people as we accompany one another in our life with
Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

: God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you. Where the earth cries

out in pain, bring wholeness. Guide governments and industry, that environmental
laws and practices seek to heal and not harm. Bring relief and justice to people and
places suffering from climate catastrophe. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

. Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind: rural and urban;

established and new. Lead those in authority to seek the good of all through their
words and actions and to mentor others in honest and generous ways. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

: Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting. Be with all who desire relief

from chronic and acute illness, cancer, and post-traumatic stress disorder.
Strengthen health care workers, therapists, and caregivers. Tend to those who are
close to our hearts. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

: On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who have fought

for workers’ rights around the world. Continue to improve working conditions and
establish fair wages so that all people may thrive. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

: Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed. We hold fast to the

promise that death has been defeated by our Savior Jesus Christ. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

: We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your

beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. C: Amen.



*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By
these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S144a
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
o
o e A S ——
J

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S144b
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is
the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We
give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and
to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and
Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
*INVITATION
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.
COMMUNION HYMN Lord, Be Glorified ELW # 744



*BLESSING

P: God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace.
C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Letus pray... Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity
at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, + be
upon you now and forever. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG God Be with You Till We Meet Again ELW # 536
*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of Rev.
Charles Haffling by Greg and Amy Haffling.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Martie Gilbert
Our Lector — Janet Stewart
Our Usher — Greg Haffling
Our Altar Guild — Jackie Lightner and Laura Orczeck
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”




This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours

Pastor Traci — Wed. 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Jen — Tues. Fri.: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
This Week Events

Today — 15" Sunday After Pentecost
Worship Service 9:30 a.m. in Sanctuary
Monday — Labor Day, Office Closed
Tuesday — Talk-O Tuesday Bible Study 6:00 p.m.,
La Fiesta Mexican Restaurant, Airport
Wednesday — Staff Support Committee Meeting 6:30 p.m. WR/Zoom
Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St.
Sunday — 16™ Sunday After Pentecost
Rally Sunday

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
God’s Work, Our Hands, immediately following worship

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Vivian Beach, Fred
Brandenberg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson,
Audrey & Dan Kensinger.

Prayer Concerns: Dawn Alexy, Amy & Family, Avery, Jim Barley, Virginia Barnes,
Randy Barrett, Kaye Burket, Tana Byler, Caleb, Warren Campbell, Diane Cappel,
Phillip Claar, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry Creek, Brian Fleck, Ron Focht, Jim
Fritz, Joe Harteis, Rodger Hoover & Family, Marilyn Horton, Michelle Iwanski, Baby
James, Ruth Johnson, Darren Kreutzer, Darlene Krisco, Linda Lehman, Bill Lively,
Kristen Malloy, Karrie McCall & Family, Betty McDowell, Rick Mclntyre, Aunt Mica,
Carl Miner, Charles Minnick & Family, Pat Mountain & Family, Nathan, Deb Peters,
John Russell, Paul Ruth, Karyl Sawinski, Mary Scott, Jane Metz Short, Denny Smith
(Shelly Hill), Dorothy Stahl, Jean Stonerook, Cindy Thomas, Steve Torres, Tiffany
Townsend, Drew Wenzel, Susan Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams,
Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (Germany).




Talk-O Tuesday
September 3rd, 6PM, La Fiesta at the Airport
Join Pastor Traci for a time of fellowship and faith conversation over dinner. Please
RSVP to the office by Noon on Tuesday the 3rd so we can plan for enough seats at
the table. All ages, members, and guests welcome. (Everyone covers their own bill;
generous tips are one way we witness to the abundant love of God :)




God'’s work. Our hands.

=T

September 8, 2024

God's Work, Our Hands Sunday

Next Sunday, September 8th, is the ELCA's annual God's Work-Our Hands Sunday,
when congregations across the country are encouraged to do service that helps the
wider community. Camden Kuster is working on his Eagle Scout Project of
building a community garden space at St. Matthew; produce from the garden will
go to the Martinsburg Food Pantry so that local families can have fresh, healthy
food. For this year's God's Work-Our Hands project, we'll be helping Camden
prepare the landscaping portion of the garden, which will be located along the drive
outside the Fellowship Hall. Please wear or bring a change of clothes that can get
dirty as well as garden spades and shovels and work gloves. Work will begin
immediately following worship, which will be back to 10:30 AM on September
8th. Those who want to participate but are not inclined to help with the yardwork
are invited to join the kitchen crew to prepare lunch. Please join us in whichever

way you see fit to help us help our neighbors in a practical expression of God's
love.

Altar |

g, The 2024 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board.

Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones or to honor
loved ones. The following date is available: 10/27. Please sign up
now for the Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price -

$40.00. If you would like a Sunday(s) you can also call the church
office at 814-793-2413.




Community Mending Meal at St. Matthew

XFavorite clothing in need of repair? ){
Give it another chance!

Bring laundered clothes that need mending
to work on yourself or get help from our sewers.
Materials, machines, & expertise provided.

Free Light Lunch Served at 11:30AM

{ & SIMPLE MENDING

FOR BOTH OR EITHER S

Wednesday, September 18th from 11AM--1PM

St. Matthew Lutheran Martinsburg Fellowship Hall
115 E Penn Street (Maple Street Parking Lot)

" Martinsburg Food Pantry \

N

$ P& Volunteers from the Memorial Church of the Brethren will
#8 " S&7 e helping to distribute food on Thursdays, September 5 and $#&= 4
B September 19 from 9:00 until 11:00 am, along with the
regular helpers.

If anyone harvests more vegetables or fruit than can be used, we will welcome it on
the dates the pantry is open.

Items most needed for September: Cereal, Ravioli, Vegetable Soup, Crackers,
Rice Sides, Peanut Butter

Many thanks for all your donations,
Linda Smith




*OPENING HYMN Morning Has Broken ELW #556
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing;
Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en,
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the morn -  ing,
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black-bird  has spo - ken like the first bird.
like the  first dew - fall on the first grass.
born  of the one light E - den saw play!
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Praise for  the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev - ry morn - ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass.
God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new  day!

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates



*HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW # 793
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es | heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
| ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine 1n - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 18601935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional



COMMUNION HYMN Lord, Be Glorified ELW # 744
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1 In my life, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
2 In our song, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
3 In your church, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
4 In your world, Lord, be glo-ri - fied, be glo-ri - fied;
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n my life,  Lord, be glo-n - fied to - day.
n our song, Lord, be glo-r - fied to - day.
in your church, Lord, be glo-ri - fied to - day.
n your world, Lord, be glo-n - fied to - day.

Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952

Music: BE GLORIFIED, Bob Kilpatrick
Text and music © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved.



*SENDING SONG God Be with You Till We Meet Again ELW # 536
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God be with you till we meet a- gain; by good coun-sels guide,up-hold you,

2 God be with you till we meet a-gain; ho - ly wings se-cure-ly hide you,
3 God be with you till we meet a- gain; when life’s per - ils thick con-found you,
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with a shep-herd’s care en - fold you;
dai - ly man - na still pro - vide you; God be with you till we meet a- gain.
put un-fail - ing arms a - round you;
Refrain
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Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je - sus’ feet;
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till we meet, till we meet, God be withyou till we meet a - gain.



