The 14" Sunday After Pentecost

August 30, 2026
9:30 a.m. Worship

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose compassion endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P:Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. C: Amen.



ELW #836

*OPENING HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thouart giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be- fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1m - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

*GREETING

P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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Ky-ri-e e -lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri-e e -lei - son, ev-ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this
holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that
we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and
for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. R

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that
you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us
pray to the Lord. R

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the
path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21
150 Lord, you know;

remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.

In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.

16 Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,

for I am called by your name,
O Lord, God of hosts.

171 did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;

under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.

'8 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?

Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

19 Therefore thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for [ am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
2T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 26:1-8 (read responsively)
' Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.
2Test me, O Lord, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
I have walked faithfully with you.
“1 have not sat with the worthless,
nor do I consort with the deceitful.
3T have hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked.
°T will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
’singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8Lord, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

? Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '°love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. !! Do not lag
in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. ' Rejoice in hope; be patient in
affliction; persevere in prayer. !> Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue
hospitality to strangers.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '° Rejoice with

those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. !¢ Live in harmony with one
another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. ! Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what
is noble in the sight of all. ¥ If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. ' Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; [ will repay, says the
Lord.” 2° Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give
them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” 2! Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2l From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began
to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third
day be raised. > And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 2> But he turned and said
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 2° For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2 For
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 2 Truly I tell you, there
are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci



*HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross ELW #335
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun-tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the rv - er.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

* APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

P:

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love
of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow
you in faith. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

. For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may

thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other
disasters. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

: For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another.

Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to
bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

. For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe

access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear
wounds in body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

: For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith

and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings
toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

. For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the

church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful
God, C: receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE

P:

The peace of the LORD be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A:

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

Let us pray ... Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us
now and forever. C: Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: Tt is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form
us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
*INVITATION

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! C: Thanks be to God.



COMMUNION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together ELW#471
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1 Let us Dbreak bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus praise God to - geth-er on our knees.

0| :

Y D ] I ]

G 7 2 —

J
When 1 fall on my knees, with my  face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. C: Amen.

A:

*BENEDICTION

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. C: Amen.



*SENDING SONG Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW #807

04 =

y 4V | [
il

J . .

1 Come, thou Fount of ev - 'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help [I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may 1 still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal 1it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

*DISMISSAL

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

To the Glory of God and in memory of Greg's father, Rev. Charles Haffling, in
remembrance of his birthday and passing on August 31st, from Greg and Amy
Haffling.




Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Pianists — Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Jim Barley
Our Lector — Carla Brumbaugh
Our Usher — Ed Kreider
Our Altar Guild — Tina Harclerode
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”

This Week at St. Matthew: 814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci is continuing ed. from September 2"—September 7. In case of
emergency during those dates, please call Pastor MJ Irvin-Stellabotte
at 814-934-9941. Otherwise, please call Pastor Traci at 814-935-
9267.
Jen — No office hours this week. Please call or text her at 814-935-3801 for
assistance with office-related needs.

This Week Events
Today — 14" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Worship Outside (bring a lawn chair)
Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St.
Sunday — 15" Sunday after Pentecost
Worship online only

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall.

Prayer Concerns: Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh,
Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Dwight and Bethany Kensinger and their newborn son,
Rachel Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy McGraw, John Murphy, Dan
Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, Bill Stahl, Dr.
Darwin Stapleton, Peggy Steinfurth, Jim Stewart, Jennifer Winston, and for our
Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.



Away at School: Mace Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

Back to Sunday School
Sunday school resumes on September 13"
at 930AM (before Worship at 10:30AM)
MOATTHE The class, which meets in the Window Room,

“\;m . “ will S*udy N.T. Wrigh#s guia’e to Matthew,
x*& relevant fo this year's gospe/ reaa/ings,

Books are Iprovia/ea/. All are welcome!

Please welcome Elaine Smith as the new flower chairwoman, replacing
Margie Smith who is stepping aside after years of dedication. If there
are any questions regarding altar flowers, please contact Elaine at
434-981-0560.

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. Altar Flowers
are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up now for the Sunday you
wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price - $40.00

g -, Martinsburg Food Pantry .
: Z’z’ Volunteers from Memorial Brethren Church will be
helping distribute food on Thursdays, September 3 and
September 17 from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. During
Harvest time, if you have any extra vegetables or fruit you would like

to share, it would be appreciated on the days we are open.

Items most needed for September: Macaroni & Cheese, Hamburger Helper,
Peas, Spaghetti, and Fruit. Thank you!

Our thanks, also, for all the school supplies received in August! This means a lot to
the children and youth as they begin school.

Thank you to Camden for donating veggies from his Eagle Scout garden!
Linda Smith




Save the Date: God’s work. Our hands. Sunday--September 13th

For this year’s GWOH Sunday, together with the members of the other Blair-
Huntingdon Conference churches, we will join the residents of the Lutheran
Home in Hollidaysburg for worship and an ice cream sundae social.

Worship will be at 2PM at the Lutheran Home, outside if weather permits

Up to & including Sunday the 13, we will collect prizes for Resident Bingo:
candy, hand lotion, puzzle books, writing materials, small seasonal decorations

Join us and/or contribute to the collection

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

The Weekend.

Allegheny Synod Youth Event
December 11-13, 2026
St. James Lutheran Church & Comfort Inn

Huntingdon, PA




Allegheny Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

How has God gifted YOU with skills
& passion for our shared ministry?
We want to know!

Please complete the Allegheny Synod’s
Life Together Survey to help Bishop
Kevin and his staff connect members of
our synod with each other and the
committees and teams working to
spread God’s love & light in  phone 2,
the world. Access the $ manerm 2
survey with this QR code & IRy
or on the Synod website. %, ZE;
Contact your church office

or the synod office for a paper copy.




