
The 11th Sunday After Pentecost 

August 9, 2026 
9:30 a.m. Worship 

 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you 

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center 

aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become 

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation 

with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here 

at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  
 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Compassionate God, 

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

P:Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. C: Amen. 

 

  



*OPENING HYMN  O Lord, Hear My Prayer  ELW #751 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

*KYRIE             S138 

  



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God S139 

 
  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray … O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause 

us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 

daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 

FIRST READING: I Kings 19:9-18 
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 

  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 

hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 

and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my 

life, to take it away.” 

 

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is 

about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 

mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 

the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 

earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and 

after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 

face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there 

came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He 

answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the 

Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness 

of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 

Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you 

shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 

place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever 

escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven 

thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 

that has not kissed him.” 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

  



PSALM 85:8-13 (read responsively) 

 8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts 

to you. 

 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell in our land. 

 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 

  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

 12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 

  and our land will yield its increase. 

 13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord 

  and shall prepare for God a pathway. 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 

person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that 

comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 

heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the 

abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 

 “The word is near you, 

  in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to 

righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The 

scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is 

no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 

generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how 

are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 

hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him 

unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

bring good news!” 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

  



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S142a 

 

 

*Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 

Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 

was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from 

the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came 

walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on 

the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in 

fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not 

be afraid.” 

  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 

water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he 

became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus 

immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 

faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 

God.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW #756 

  



*APOSTLES’ CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s creation. 

A: We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be 

heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the 

church in its faithful witness. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

A: For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in 

all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. 

Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God, C: receive 

our prayer. 

A: For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions 

of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with 

Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, C: receive our 

prayer. 

A: For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your 

loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. 

Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

A: For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a 

turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with 

your still, calm voice. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

A: We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly 

journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in 

the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

  



*THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting  

that is comfortable for both you and them. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 

A: Let us pray … Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us 

take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 

abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us 

now and forever. C: Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  ELW # S144a 

 

 

 

*PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  



*SANCTUS     Holy, Holy, Holy Lord    ELW # S144b 

 

 

 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your 

creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form 
us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over 

death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river 

to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become 

one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may 

be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen. 

  



*LORD’S PRAYER  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen.  

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146 

 

 

 

 

*INVITATION 

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! C: Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW # 759 
 

*BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. C: Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray…Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts 

are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 

meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. C: Amen. 



*SENDING SONG  My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW # 763 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of loved ones 

from Mary Nelson. 
 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organist – Mary Nelson 

Our Pianists – Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Assisting Minister – Greg Haffling 

Our Lector – Jane Hoenstine 

Our Usher – Paul Decker 

Our Altar Guild – Tina Harclerode 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries” 

This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours  

Pastor Traci – Tues. 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Jen – Tues., Wed., Fri. – 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

This Week Events  

 Today –   11th Sunday after Pentecost 

   9:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

 Tuesday –   NO COUNCIL MEETING 

 Sunday –   12th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Backpack Blessing 

   9:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

   6:00 p.m. Synod Curve Game 



Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg, 

Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall. 
 

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the 

end of the month.  Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list 

for an extended period of time. 

Prayer Concerns: Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, 

Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Dwight and Bethany Kensinger and their newborn son, 

Rachel Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy McGraw, Dan Ross, John 

Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, Bill Stahl, Dr. Darwin 

Stapleton, Peggy Steinfurth, Jim Stewart, Jennifer Winston, and for our Missionaries: 

Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings. 

Away at School: Mace Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,  

   Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep. 
 

 
 

Please welcome Elaine Smith as the new flower chairwoman, replacing 

Margie Smith who is stepping aside after years of dedication. If there 

are any questions regarding altar flowers, please contact Elaine at  

434-981-0560. 
 

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. Altar Flowers 

are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up now for the Sunday you 

wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price - $40.00 
 

 



 

 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
Volunteers from the Martinsburg Mennonite Church will 

be suppling the helpers to distribute food.  We will meet 

on Thursdays, August 6 and August 20 from 9:00 - 

11:00a.m. 

 

If anyone harvests more vegetables or fruit than can be used, we will welcome it on 

the days the pantry is open.  Appreciate fresh produce! 

 

Items most needed for August:  Juice, Mashed Potatoes (packages}, Green Beans, 

Ravioli and Pasta Sauce 

 

Many thanks for all your donations! 

Linda Smith 

 

The Food Pantry is supplying packets of school supplies during August for school 

students.   

The following items are needed: 

 

Crayola Crayons (24 colors) 

12 packs of #2 pencils and large erasers 

Crayola washable markers (10 colors) 

Crayola colored pencils (24 color set) 

Highlighters (yellow, pink, green) 

Elmers large glue sticks (.77oz} 

Spiral notebooks (3 hole punched) 

Elmer's washable school glue (4oz bottle) 
 

Many Thanks, 

Linda Smith 

   



 



 
 

 





*OPENING HYMN  O Lord, Hear My Prayer  ELW #751 

 

 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW #756 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW # 759 

 
  



*SENDING SONG  My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW # 763 

 

 


