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We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become
familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our
pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home,
we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

The 8" Sunday after Pentecost
August 3, 2025
9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary '

We welcome Pastor Scott Custead as our worship leader this morning.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

P: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive
us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of
life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross

of = Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW #596

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



*KYRIE S138

( 7 - P L J = -
j o @ &
"

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te - ceive our  prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our
lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and
to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

121, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. '3 T applied my mind to
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy
business that God has given to humans to be busy with. *I saw all the deeds that
are done under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.

2131 hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must
leave it to my successor, '° and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish?
Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the
sun. This also is vanity. 2 So I turned and gave my heart up to despair
concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 2! because sometimes one who
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by
another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 2> What do
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 2} For
all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their
minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 49:1-12 (read responsively)
! Hear this, all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell in the world,
2you of high degree and low,
rich and poor together.
3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
“I will incline my ear to a proverb
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
>Why should I be afraid in evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
%the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own prowess,
and boast of their great riches?



7One can never redeem another,
or give to God the ransom for another’s life;
8 for the ransom of a life is so great
that there would never be enough to pay it,
?in order to live forever and ever
and never see the grave.
10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
"' Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from
generation to generation,
though they had named lands after themselves.
12Even though honored, they cannot live forever;
they are like the beasts that perish.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11

'So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. % Set your minds on the things that are above, not
on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. *When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory.

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ¢ On account of these the wrath of
God is coming on those who are disobedient. ’ These are the ways you also once
followed, when you were living that life. ® But now you must get rid of all such
things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. ° Do
not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its
practices '°and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed
in knowledge according to the image of its creator. !! In that renewal there is no
longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
enslaved and free, but Christ 1s all and in all!

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S142a
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*Gospel: Luke 12:13-21
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” '* But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a
judge or arbitrator over you?” !> And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance
of possessions.” 1® Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man
produced abundantly. '7 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have
no place to store my crops?’ '8 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. ' And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 2° But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?” 2! So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves

but are not rich toward God.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Scott Custead

*HYMN OF THE DAY Give Me Jesus ELW #770
* APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A: Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an
enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, 1s revealed
to everyone. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.



A: Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the
earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this
planet. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of
divisiveness, insult, and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish
equity and peace. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need,
illness and grief, pain and fear. Give strength to those who give care, and equip
them with compassion as they make your love known. God of grace, C: hear our
prayer.

A: Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the
work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose
work in our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil
that goes unnoticed. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors.
Give us wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our
lives in the world. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name
of Jesus Christ. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and
the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and
our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S144a

9]
Y |
"y o * , o * ¢ ¢ ., o * . o " 5
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S144b
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your
praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us
again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread ' so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.

C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146
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*INVITATION
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. C: Thanks be to God
COMMUNION HYMN Day by Day ELW #790
*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray... Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply
of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your
hearts; and the life of the Spirit -+ bless you and give you peace. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG
*DISMISSAL

Light Dawns on a Weary World

P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

ELW #7726

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB10503 1
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.




Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Steve McGraw
from Kay McGraw and family.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Elaine Smith
Our Lector — Allen Kuster
Our Usher — Ed Kreider
Our Altar Guild — Laura Orczeck
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ann & Larry
Irvin, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Terry Creek, Julie
Dick, Mary Farabaugh, Marilyn Horton, Kristen Malloy, Becca Ross, John Russell,
Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, and for our Missionaries: Robin
Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine, Lacey
Ripka.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (German




This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci is on vacation from Wed. 7/30 -Tues. &/5.
Pastor Ralph Hamer may be reached at 814-215-7333 for emergencies.

Jen (Summer Hours) — Mon. and Wed. 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Tues., Thurs., and Fri. 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 8" Sunday after Pentecost
Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m. Allegheny St.
Sunday — 9" Sunday after Pentecost

Worship Service 9:30 a.m.

Come 299 il
nDa
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—= Sunday, August 24
Q Buffet begins at 5pm
@j Game begins at 6 pm
Tickets - $15/each

Price includes all-you-can-eat buffet one hour before the game
at the first base picnic area at PNG Field and a Terrace level 200-level
game ticket. Please note: Children 2 and under are free.

G

*Give orders and money to Jen in St. Matthew’s office by Friday, August 8"so we
can all get seats together.



2025 Parish Directory / 2023 and 2024 Annual Report
Copies of the 2025 Parish Directory / 2023 and 2024 Annual Report
4 are now available at the Usher Station. There is a copy of the Parish
Directory at the Usher Station with a red pen attached to mark any
needed corrections/additions/deletions that you find. Thank you for
your assistance in keeping the Directory current. If you need a copy of the Parish

Directory/Annual Report mailed or delivered to you, please contact the church
office.

%UC“‘ Martinsburg Food Pantry

<37 Volunteers from the Martinsburg Mennonite Church will ‘Q?/
4 be helping to distribute food on the first and third :
Thursdays, August 7 and August 21 from 9:00 am until
11:00 am, along with the regular helpers.

If anyone harvests more vegetables or fruit than can be used, we will welcome it on
the dates the pantry is open. We thank Camden for the green beans from his "Eagle
Scout Garden"!

Food most needed for August: Juice, Pasta or Rice Sides, Fruit, Cereal, Peanut
Butter

Our thanks to Camden for his donation of green beans and cucumbers from his
Eagle Scout Garden in July!

Many thanks for all your donations!
Linda Smith




School Supplies for Food Pantry (K-5)
The Food Pantry is providing school supplies, again, for school children in August.
The following items are needed, and you can place them in the school box in the
narthex. Thank You!

Crayola Crayons (24 colors)

12 pack of #12 pencils & large erasers
Crayola washable markers (10)

Crayola colored pencils (24 color set)
Highlighters (yellow, pink & green)
Elmer's large glue sticks (.77 0z.)

8 2 X 11 spiral notebooks (3 hole punched)
Elmer's washable glue (4 oz. bottle)

Sign up for the print magazine

We heard you—and listened. We have found a way to bring back the magazine’s
print publication in a quarterly fashion. Each issue (spring, summer, winter and fall)
will feature the stories you know and love, along with updates on the church and your
ELCA community.

You can sign up today on the sign-up sheet on the Narthex bulletin board or call the
church office to let us know you would like to subscribe to the magazine.

The first expected issue to be mailed is Summer 2025. We will keep you updated.



'ZN FAVORITE HYMNSJE

The Worship & Music Committee
is taking requests. Drop a pink
slip (available from the Ushers)
in the offering plate with
the name of the hymn you
most want to sing & we’ll
add it to an upcoming
Sunday worship service.




Community Mending Ministry at St. Matthew
}(Favorite clothing in need of repair? ){

Give itanother chance!

Bring laundered clothes that need mending
to work on yourself or get help from our sewers.
Materials, machines, & expertise provided.
And we’ll have snacks!

Wednesday, August 20th kbt
2PM to 4PM &)

St. Matthew Lutheran Martinsburg Fellowship Hall
115 E Penn Street (Maple Street Parking Lot)



*OPENING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW #596
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1 My hope is built on noth-ing less than Je-sus’ blood and righ-teous-ness;
2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, I rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus - tainme in the rag - ing flood;
4  When he shall come with trum-pet sound, oh, may I then in him be found,
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no mer-it of my own I claim,but whol - ly lean on Je - sus’ name.
n ev-'ry high and storm -y gale my an - chorholds with-in the veil.
when all sup-ports are washed a-way, he then is all my hope and stay.
clothed in his righ-teous-ness a-lone, re - deemed to stand be - fore the throne!
Refrain
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On Christ, the sol - 1d rock, I stand; all oth - er ground 1is
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sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground is sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



*HYMN OF THE DAY Give Me Jesus ELW #770

0

)74

] } |
Y1 ) 2
J & # -
1 In the morn-ing when I rise, in  the morn-ing when I rise,
2 Dark . . . mid-night was my cry, dark. . . mid-night was my cry,
3 Just a - bout the break of day, just a - bout the break of  day,
4 Oh, ...when I come to die, oh, . when I come to die,
5 And .. .when I want to sing, and ... when I want to sing,
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in the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid- night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, .. ..when I come to die, give me Je - Sus.
and . . . . when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
Refrain
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Give me Je - sus, give me Je - sus.
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You may have all the rest, give me Je - sus.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual



COMMUNION HYMN Day by Day ELW #790
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1 Day by day, your mer-cies, Lord, at - tend me, bring - ing com - fort
2 Day by day, I know you will pro - vide me strength to serve and
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
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to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord,you send me
wis-dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov-ing will to guide me
grow too great to bear; oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
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draw me near - er to my heav'n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o’er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when [ come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
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mor - tal mea-sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,
of the mor-row, I  will trust 1in your en-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev-er in your hand. Sav-ior,
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lead me to the home I trea-sure, where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till in glo-ry [ be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, 1 will reach at last the prom-ised land.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832—-1903; tr. Robert Leat, 1936-2005

Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress



*SENDING SONG Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW #7726
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1 Light dawns on a wea -1y Wworld when eyes be - gin to
2 Love grows in a wea-ry world when hun - gry hearts find
3 Hope blooms in a wea -1y world when crea-tures, once for -
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see all peo - ple’s dig - m - ty Light dawns on a
bread and chil -dren’s dreams are fed. Love grows in a
lorn, find wil - der - ness re - born. Hope blooms in a
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wea - ry  world: the prom-ised day of jus - tice comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised feast of plen - ty comes.
wea - ry  world: the prom-ised green of E - den comes.
Refrain |
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The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands, gush with springs;
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the hills and moun-tains shall break forth with sing - ing!
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We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
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as all the world in won-der ech - oes sha - lom.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: TEMPLE OF PEACE, William P. Rowan, b. 1951

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




