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The 9" Sunday After Pentecost

July 26, 2026
9:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center

aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation
with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose compassion endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P:Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. C: Amen.



*OPENING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW #596

*GREETING
P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this
holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that
we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord. R

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and
for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. R

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that
you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us
pray to the Lord. R

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of
your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit,
give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.



FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what I should give you.” ¢ And Solomon said, “You have shown great and
steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you
have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on
his throne today. ” And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king
in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how
to go out or come in. 3 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you
have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. ° Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your
people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great
people of yours?”

107t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. !! God said to him,
“Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches
or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, 121 now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like
you shall arise after you.”
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:129-136 (read responsively)
129Y our decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
30When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
BT open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
135 Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 2” And God,
who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. 2° For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be
the firstborn within a large family. 3° And those whom he predestined he also
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified
he also glorified.

31'What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how
will he not with him also give us everything else? 3> Who will bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ
who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who
also intercedes for us. 3> Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or
sword? 3¢ As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved
us. ¥ For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, *° nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;?? it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.”

4 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man
found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.

4 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; “® on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it.

47¢«Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; *® when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *’ So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *° and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.



1 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” > And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is

new and what 1s old.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY The Reign of God Like Farmer’s Field ACS #952
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, Samuel McFarland, fl. 1816
Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.



* APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those

preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek
to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence

among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family
farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with

compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from which we can never
be separated. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and

recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and
uncertainty. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts,

annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of

creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you
thanks. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all

our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. C: Amen.



*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us
now and forever. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form
us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
*INVITATION
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! C: Thanks be to God.
COMMUNION HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW #7742
*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray...Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG This Little Light of Mine ELW #677
*DISMISSAL

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of Vincent
Reimer from Cindy and Richard Snyder.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Pianists — Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Amanda Decker
Our Lector — Andrea Paul
Our Usher — Steve Oswalt
Our Altar Guild — Jean Sinal
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”




This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Wed. — 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon., Thurs., Fri. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 9" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Tuesday — Knotty Ladies 12:30-3:00 p.m., Quilting Room
Talk-O Tuesday 6:00 p.m., La Fiesta, Airport
Sunday — 10" Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick,
Mary Farabaugh, Ken Harkless, Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Dwight and Bethany
Kensinger and their newborn son, Rachel Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy
McGraw, Dan Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger,
Bill Stahl, Peggy Steinfurth, Jim Stewart, Dove Strayer, Jennifer Winston, and for our
Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeftf Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

Please welcome Elaine Smith as the new flower chairwoman, replacing

Margie Smith who is stepping aside after years of dedication. If there

1 are any questions regarding altar flowers, please contact Elaine at 434-
» 981-0560.

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. Altar Flowers
are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up now for the Sunday you
wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price - $40.00



Reserve Tickets Through St. Matthew’s Office
$5 Per Person, Due to Jen by July 31st
(food & drinks not included)



Martinsburg Food Pantry &Y g 7
Volunteers from the Martinsburg Mennonite Church will
be suppling the helpers to distribute food. We will meet

on Thursdays, August 6 and August 20 from 9:00 -
11:00a.m.
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If anyone harvests more vegetables or fruit than can be used, we will welcome it on
the days the pantry is open. Appreciate fresh produce!

Items most needed for August: Juice, Mashed Potatoes (packages}, Green Beans,
Ravioli and Pasta Sauce

Many thanks for all your donations!
Linda Smith

The Food Pantry is supplying packets of school supplies during August for school
students.
The following items are needed:

Crayola Crayons (24 colors)

12 packs of #2 pencils and large erasers
Crayola washable markers (10 colors)
Crayola colored pencils (24 color set)

Highlighters (yellow, pink, green)
Elmers large glue sticks (.770z}
Spiral notebooks (3 hole punched)
Elmer's washable school glue (40z bottle)

Many Thanks,
Linda Smith
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The Weekend.

Allegheny Synod Youth Event
December 11-13, 2026
St. James Lutheran Church & Comfort Inn
Huntingdon, PA




Allegheny Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

How has God gifted YOU with skills
& passion for our shared ministry?
We want to know!

Please complete the Allegheny Synod'’s
Life Together Survey to help Bishop
Kevin and his staff connect members of
our synod with each other and the
committees and teams working to
spread God’s love & light in _ phone 2,
the world. Access the fq,
survey with this QR code £ §
or on the Synod website. 3, Z¥E5H
Contact your church office

or the synod office for a paper copy.




*OPENING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW #596
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2 Whendark-ness veils his love-ly face, 1 rest on his un - chang-ing grace;
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sink -ing sand, all oth - er ground is sink - ing  sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: THE SOLID ROCK, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



*HYMN OF THE DAY  The Reign of God Like Farmer’s Field ACS #952
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ris - es up, like yeast in swell - ing dough.
feath - er come to nest, and there be fed.
kin - dlinghearts, the reign of God is here!

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, Samuel McFarland, fl. 1816
Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.



COMMUNION HYMN What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW #7742
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?

3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ’'ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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all be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!

Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918



*SENDING SONG This Little Light of Mine ELW #677
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I g0, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, r goin’ -a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, r goin’-a let it shine;
ev - ry - where I g0, r goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, r goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
ev - 'ty - where I g0, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let 1t shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let 1t shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual




