
The 6th Sunday after Pentecost  

July 20, 2025 
9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you 

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center 

aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become 

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our 

pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, 

we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                               Immortal, Invisible              Roger C. Wilson, Composer 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

 

P: Merciful God, 

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 

abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 

generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive 

us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 

life. Amen. 

 

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 

of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. C: Amen. 

 

  



*OPENING HYMN The Night You Gave Us, God, Has Ended ACS # 994 

 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

  



*KYRIE             S138 

  



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God S139 

 
  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray … Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself 

our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we 

may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:1-10a 
1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of 

his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near 

him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed 

down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by 

your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 

yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your 

servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the 

tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, 

knead it, and make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and 

good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds 

and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by 

them under the tree while they ate. 
9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the 

tent.” 10a Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife 

Sarah shall have a son.” 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 15 (read responsively) 

 1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

  who speak the truth from their heart; 

 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 

 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear 

the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against 

the innocent. 

  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. 

 



SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-28 
15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,16 for 

in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 

through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through 

him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

  21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he 

has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and 

blameless and irreproachable before him, 23 provided that you continue securely 

established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by 

the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under 

heaven. I, Paul, became a minister of this gospel. 

 

  24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 

completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, 

the church. 25 I became its minister according to God’s commission that was given 

to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery that has been 

hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his 

saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the gentiles are the 

riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It is 

he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so 

that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S142a 

 

 
  



*Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a certain village 

where a woman named Martha welcomed him. 39 She had a sister named Mary, 

who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was 

distracted by her many tasks, so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not 

care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to 

help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 

distracted by many things, 42 but few things are needed—indeed only one. Mary 

has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci  

*HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW # 793 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church 

and pray for the needs of the world. 

A: Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your 

words of life. Equip biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, 

that your word may be more fully known. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From that 

promise, generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for creation. 

Bring healing to the earth with your words of life. God of grace, C: hear our 

prayer. 



A: Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the 

world. May your word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious 

hospitality in places where hostile forces hold sway. God of grace, C: hear our 

prayer. 

A: Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or 

despair. Bring honor to any who experience slander and evil intent or are 

discredited by others. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe 

spaces where everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by your 

word of life. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your 

word, we give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize 

the promise of the gospel with all creation. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ. C: Amen. 

*THE PEACE   

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting  

that is comfortable for both you and them. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 

A: Let us pray … Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and 

the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and 

our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

  



*GREAT THANKSGIVING  ELW # S144a 

 

 

 

*PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS     Holy, Holy, Holy Lord    ELW # S144b 

 

 

 

 

  



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your 

creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your 

praise.  

 

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us 

again into one.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over 

death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river 

to enjoy the tree of life.  

 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become 

one bread ' so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may 

be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.  

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

  



*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146 

 

 

 

 

*INVITATION 

P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.  C: Thanks be to God 

COMMUNION HYMN All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly ELW # 461 

*BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. C: Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray… Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply 

of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and 

proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your 

hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  For All the Faithful Women (Verses 1, 7 & Last) ELW # 419 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. C: Thanks be to God. 

*POSTLUDE       My Heart Ever Faithful         Johann Sebastian Bach, Composer 
 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 
 



Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of loved ones 

by Jim Barley. 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organists – Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Assisting Minister – Tina Harclerode 

Our Lector – Shawn Orczeck 

Our Usher – Tina Harclerode 

Our Altar Guild – Tina Harclerode 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries” 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg, 

Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ann & Larry 

Irvin, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston. 

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the 

end of the month.  Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list 

for an extended period of time. 

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Greta Buchart, Terry Creek, Julie Dick, Mary 

Farabaugh, Marilyn Horton, Kristen Malloy, Becca Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, 

Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On 

Eagle’s Wings. 

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine, Lacey 

Ripka. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer, 

Nathan Smith (Germany). 

 

  



This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours  

Pastor Traci is away at Camp Nawakwa from Monday 7-21 to Thursday 7-24 and 

can be reached at 814-935-9267. For immediate emergencies, please call Pastor 

MJ Irvin-Stellabotte 814-934-9941. 

Jen – Mon., Wed: 8:30-10:30 a.m.; Tues., Thurs., 

Laura – Fri.: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

This Week Events  

 Today –   6th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday –   Knotty Ladies 12:30-3:00 pm, Quilting Room 

 Sunday –   7th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

*Give orders and money to Jen in St. Matthew’s office by Friday, August 8th so we 

can all get seats together. 



Thank you to ALL who helped make the Young At Heart Luncheon a 

success. We served 48 as guests, sent 20 takeouts and had 25 helping 

hands to ensure the food was prepared, fellowship hall set up, servers 

to provide family style dining, deliveries to our home bound, and 

cleanup. Also thank you to the members who donated Jello salads and 

cakes. Last, but not least, thank you to pastor Traci for her guidance and support. 
 

Lottie Ebersole, 

Social Ministry Chairperson 

 
2025 Parish Directory / 2023 and 2024 Annual Report 

Copies of the 2025 Parish Directory / 2023 and 2024 Annual Report 

are now available at the Usher Station. There is a copy of the Parish 

Directory at the Usher Station with a red pen attached to mark any 

needed corrections/additions/deletions that you find. Thank you for 

your assistance in keeping the Directory current. If you need a copy of the Parish 

Directory/Annual Report mailed or delivered to you, please contact the church 

office. 

 
 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

Volunteers from the Martinsburg Mennonite Church will 

be helping to distribute food on the first and third 

Thursdays, August 7 and August 21 from 9:00am until 

11:00am, along with the regular helpers. 

 

If anyone harvests more vegetables or fruit than can be used, we will welcome it on 

the dates the pantry is open.  We thank Camden for the green beans from his "Eagle 

Scout Garden"! 

 

Food most needed for August:  Juice, Pasta or Rice Sides, Fruit, Cereal, Peanut 

Butter 

 

Our thanks to Camden for his donation of green beans and cucumbers from his 

Eagle Scout Garden in July! 

 

Many thanks for all your donations! 

Linda Smith 
 



 
Sign up for the print magazine 

We heard you—and listened. We have found a way to bring back the magazine’s 

print publication in a quarterly fashion. Each issue (spring, summer, winter and fall) 

will feature the stories you know and love, along with updates on the church and your 

ELCA community. 

You can sign up today on the sign-up sheet on the Narthex bulletin board or call the 

church office to let us know you would like to subscribe to the magazine. 

The first expected issue to be mailed is Summer 2025. We will keep you updated. 

 



  



*OPENING HYMN The Night You Gave Us, God, Has Ended ACS # 994 

 

 

 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW # 793 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly ELW # 461 

 

  



*SENDING SONG  For All the Faithful Women ELW # 419 

 


