The 8" Sunday After Pentecost

July 19, 2026
9:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you
add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center
aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become
familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation
with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose compassion endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P:Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. C: Amen.
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

*GREETING

P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

ing, al-le-Iu - ial
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children
with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
% Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,

and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

I am the first, and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.

"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.

Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.

8 Do not fear or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!

Is there any god besides me?
There 1s no other rock; I know not one.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 86:11-17 (read responsively)
1 Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
121 will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
3 For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
4The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
1 Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
7Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and
be put to shame;
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

12S0 then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh—!3 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. '* For all who are led
by the Spirit of God are children of God. '° For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, !” and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

¥1 consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to us. ' For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God, ?° for the creation was subjected
to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope ?! that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 2> We know that the
whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of
labor, 2* and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 2* For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who
hopes for what one already sees? 2> But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S/742a
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*Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,?® but while everybody
was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went
away. 2° So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come
from?’ 2 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then
do you want us to go and gather them?’ 2 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering
the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 3° Let both of them grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.” ”

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
field.” 3" He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
the weeds are the children of the evil one, * and the enemy who sowed them is
the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. *° Just as
the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. *! The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 4* and they will throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. *> Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with
ears listen!”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ELW #693



* APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A: God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat.
Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the
complexities of life, guide us. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans,
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in
righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely
toward the flourishing of all. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted
by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness
to their character, or illness or injury. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers,
daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, teachers
preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time
babysitters. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

A: God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and
places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun
in your presence. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. C: Amen.



*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us
now and forever. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S144a
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*PROPER PREFACE

P: Tt is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form
us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.



*L.ORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*INVITATION

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together ELW# 471

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray...Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. C: Amen.



*SENDING SONG Let the Whole Creation Cry ELW #876
*DISMISSAL

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB10503 1
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of loved ones
from Jim Barley.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Tract Marriott
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Pianists — Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Lottie Ebersole
Our Lector — Destarta Carberry
Our Usher — Greg Haffling
Our Altar Guild — Jean Sinal
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci —by appointment
Jen — Tues. - Fri. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 8" Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Tuesday — Young at Heart Luncheon 12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — CPR and AED Training 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 9" Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary




AR\ Please pray for the family and friends of Jean Stonerook who died on July15™.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall.
So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick,
Mary Farabaugh, Ken Harkless, Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Dwight and Bethany
Kensinger and their newborn son, Rachel Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy
McGraw, Dan Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger,
Bill Stahl, Peggy Steinfurth, Jim Stewart, Dove Strayer, Jennifer Winston, and for our
Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

Please welcome Elaine Smith as the new flower chairwoman, replacing
Margie Smith who is stepping aside after years of dedication. If there are any
questions regarding altar flowers, please contact Elaine at 434-981-0560.

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. Altar Flowers are a
perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up now for the Sunday you wish to
place flowers on the Altar. Price - $40.00
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by Martinsburg Food Pantry iy
s i Volunteers from the Martinsburg Mennonite Church will s
: be suppling the helpers to distribute food. We will meet |
on Thursdays, August 6 and August 20 from 9:00 -

11:00a.m.

If anyone harvests more vegetables or fruit than can be used, we will welcome it on
the days the pantry is open. Appreciate fresh produce!

Items most needed for August: Juice, Mashed Potatoes (packages}, Green Beans,
Ravioli and Pasta Sauce

Many thanks for all your donations!
Linda Smith

The Food Pantry is supplying packets of school supplies during August for school
students.
The following items are needed:

Crayola Crayons (24 colors)

12 packs of #2 pencils and large erasers
Crayola washable markers (10 colors)
Crayola colored pencils (24 color set)

Highlighters (yellow, pink, green)
Elmers large glue sticks (.770z}
Spiral notebooks (3 hole punched)
Elmer's washable school glue (40z bottle)

Many Thanks,
Linda Smith




CPR Emergency Training

St. Matthew will hold training in CPR
and AED use in case we need to respond
to a medical emergency. Training will be
Wednesday, July 22" at 6:30PM.
Training will not include certification,
but you may get certificates online.
Please RSVP to the office by July 19th
to ensure we have enough materials.

*A sign-up sheet is also located in the Narthex

Join the Allegheny Synod for

ALTOONR

Reserve Tickets Through St. Matthew’s Office
$5 Per Person, Due to Jen by July 31st
(food & drinks not included)

The Weekend.

Allegheny Synod Youth Event
December 11-13, 2026
St. James Lutheran Church & Comfort Inn
Huntingdon, PA




Allegheny Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

How has God gifted YOU with skills
& passion for our shared ministry?
We want to know!

Please complete the Allegheny Synod’s
Life Together Survey to help Bishop
Kevin and his staff connect members of
our synod with each other and the
committees and teams working to
spread God’s love & light in  phone 2,
the world. Access the S margrm
survey with this QR code £ &
or on the Synod website. %, ¥4
Contact your church office

or the synod office for a paper copy.
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
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*HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ELW #693
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All the world is God’sown field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi-nal har- vest home.
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All be safe - ly gath - ered in ere the win-ter storms be - gin.
wheat and tares to - geth - er sown, un - to joy or  sor - row grown.
from his field shall in  that day all of -fens-es purge a - way;
Gath - er then thy peo - ple in, free from sor-row, free from sin,
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God, our mak - er, doth pro-vide for our wants to be sup-plied.
First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall ap - pear.
give his an - gels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,
there, for - ev - er pu - ri - fied, in thy gar-ner to a - bide.
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Come to God’s own tem - ple, come, raise the song of har- vest home.
Lord of har - vest, grant that we whole-some grain and pure may be.
but the fruit - ful ears to store 1in his gar-ner ev - er - more.
Come, with all thine an - gels, come, raise the glo-rious har - vest home!

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893



COMMUNION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together ELW#471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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When 1 fall on my knees, with my  face to the ris - ing
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual




*SENDING SONG Let the Whole Creation Cry ELW #876
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1 Let the whole cre - a - tion cry, “Glo - ry to the Lord on high!”
2 Ser-vants striv-ing for the Lord, proph-ets burn-ing with the word,
3 Men and wom-en, young and old, raise the an - them loud and bold,
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Heav’'nand earth, a - wake and sing, “Praise to our al- might-y king!”
those to whom the arts be-long add their voic-es to the song.
and let chil-dren’s hap - py hearts in this wor - ship take their parts;
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Praise God, an - gel hosts a-bove, ev - er bright and fair in love;
Pow’rs of knowl-edge and of law, to the glo -rious cir - cle draw;
from the north to south-ern pole let the might-y cho-rus roll:
n “ 1 ] |
AP i ' ' '
O e s : .
> .

sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God re - joice.
all who work and all who wait, sing,“The Lord is good and great!”
“Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly, Ho-1ly One; glo-ry be to God a - lone!”

Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702



