
The 5th Sunday after Pentecost  

July 13, 2025 
9:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you 

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center 

aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become 

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our 

pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, 

we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                               Symphonic Theme                Johannes Brahams, Composer 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

 

P: Merciful God, 

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 

abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 

generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive 

us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 

life. Amen. 

 

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 

of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. C: Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW # 712 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

  



*KYRIE             S138 

  



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God S139 

 
  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray … O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your 

loving care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our 

neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
9 The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, 

in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your 

soil. For the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted 

in prospering your ancestors, 10 when you obey the Lord your God by observing 

his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the law, because 

you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

 

  11 “Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too 

hard for you, nor is it too far away. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, 

‘Who will go up to heaven for us and get it for us so that we may hear it and 

observe it?’ 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross 

to the other side of the sea for us and get it for us so that we may hear it and 

observe it?’ 14 No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your 

heart for you to observe. 
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 25:1-10 (read responsively) 

 1 To you, O Lord, 

  I lift up my soul. 

 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

 4 Show me your ways, O Lord, 

  and teach me your paths. 

 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 

  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your 

goodness, O Lord. 

 



 8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

 9 You lead the lowly in justice 

  and teach the lowly your way. 

 10 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 

  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:1-14 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

  2 To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 

  3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 4 for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you 

have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have 

heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6 that has come to 

you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been 

bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly 

comprehended the grace of God. 7 This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved 

fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and he has 

made known to us your love in the Spirit. 

  9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for 

you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, 

fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in 

the knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all the strength that 

comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, 

joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of 

darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S142a 

 

 



*Gospel: Luke 10:25-37 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you 

read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and 

your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right 

answer; do this, and you will live.” 

  29 But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 

neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho 

and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, 

leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and 

when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan 

while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he was moved with 

compassion. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil 

and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took 

care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, 

and said, ‘Take care of him, and when I come back I will repay you whatever 

more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed 

him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci  

*HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW # 580 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church 

and pray for the needs of the world. 

A: Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love. 

Encourage pastors, deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as they seek 

to learn your ways. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants. Uphold farmers and 

farm workers as they labor through summer days, and bring relief to lands that are 

parched with heat. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them to 

govern with equity and to give aid and protection to people who are vulnerable, 

especially strangers, migrants, and asylum seekers. God of grace, C: hear our 

prayer. 

A: Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing. Provide protection and 

aid to children who are unsafe and undernourished while on summer break. God 

of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Go with all who travel, and protect them from harm. Put in their paths people who 

offer aid. We pray especially for the safety of first responders. God of grace, C: 

hear our prayer. 

A: We give you thanks for all who have gone before us and have made your love 

known. Help us to follow their witness as we await our share in the inheritance of 

the saints. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ. C: Amen. 

*THE PEACE   

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting  

that is comfortable for both you and them. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 

  



A: Let us pray … Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and 

the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and 

our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  ELW # S144a 

 

 

 

*PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS     Holy, Holy, Holy Lord    ELW # S144b 

 

 

 

 



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your 

creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your 

praise.  

 

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us 

again into one.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over 

death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river 

to enjoy the tree of life.  

 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become 

one bread ' so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may 

be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.  

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

  



*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146 

 

 

 

 

*INVITATION 

P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.  C: Thanks be to God 

COMMUNION HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW # 779 

Requested by Ben Decker 

*BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. C: Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray… Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply 

of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and 

proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your 

hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  Take My Life, That I May Be ELW # 583 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. C: Thanks be to God. 

*POSTLUDE       Sing Praise to God On High Edward Broughton, Composer 
 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 



 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in memory of Sheila 

Haffling, Greg’s sister, by Greg and Amy Haffling. 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organists – Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Assisting Minister – Tina Harclerode 

Our Lector – Martie Gilbert 

Our Usher – Tina Harclerode 

Our Altar Guild – Tina Harclerode 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries” 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg, 

Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ann & Larry 

Irvin, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston. 

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the 

end of the month.  Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list 

for an extended period of time. 

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Greta Buchart, Terry Creek, Mary Farabaugh, 

Marilyn Horton, Kristen Malloy, Elaine Ormsby, Becca Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, 

Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On 

Eagle’s Wings. 

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine, Lacey 

Ripka. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer, 

Nathan Smith (Germany). 

 

  



This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours  

Pastor Traci – Wed. 10:00-2:00 p.m. 

Jen – Mon., Wed: 8:30-10:30 a.m.; Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

This Week Events  

 Today –   5th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 

 Tuesday –   Young at Heart Luncheon, 12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 Thursday –   Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St.  

 Sunday –   6th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Worship Service 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

*Give orders and money to Jen in St. Matthew’s office by Friday, August 8th so we 

can all get seats together. 



2025 Parish Directory / 2023 and 2024 Annual Report 

Copies of the 2025 Parish Directory / 2023 and 2024 Annual Report 

are now available at the Usher Station. There is a copy of the Parish 

Directory at the Usher Station with a red pen attached to mark any 

needed corrections/additions/deletions that you find. Thank you for 

your assistance in keeping the Directory current. If you need a copy of the Parish 

Directory/Annual Report mailed or delivered to you, please contact the church 

office. 

 

 

Theme is “Christmas in July” 
 



 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

The Food Pantry will be open for distribution of food on 

Thursdays, July 3 and July 17 from 9:00 until 

11:00a.m.  Volunteers from Brethren in Christ Church will 

be assisting, along with our regular volunteers. 

 

Items most needed for July:  Pancake Mix, Syrup, Ravioli, Hamburger Helper, 

Scalloped Potatoes 

 

We appreciated the leaf lettuce from Camden Kuster's garden in June! 

 

Many thanks for all donations! 

Linda Smith 

 

Thank You! 

Our appreciation and thanks to Camden Kuster for donating leaf lettuce to the Food 

Pantry from his Eagle Scout Garden! 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

 

 

 
Sign up for the print magazine 

We heard you—and listened. We have found a way to bring back the magazine’s 

print publication in a quarterly fashion. Each issue (spring, summer, winter and fall) 

will feature the stories you know and love, along with updates on the church and your 

ELCA community. 

You can sign up today on the sign-up sheet on the Narthex bulletin board or call the 

church office to let us know you would like to subscribe to the magazine. 

The first expected issue to be mailed is Summer 2025. We will keep you updated. 



  



*OPENING HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW # 712 

 

 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW # 580 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW # 779 

Requested by Ben Decker 

 

 

 

 

  



*SENDING SONG  Take My Life, That I May Be ELW # 583 

 


