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The 6™ Sunday After Pentecost

July 5, 2026
9:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center

aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation
with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose compassion endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P:Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW #5807

*GREETING
P: The grace of our LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
8}
Y
£ b

P o

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther:

Te - ceive our  prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One,

you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-1ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made
us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we
may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
?Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!

See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,

humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;

and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;

his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

T As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:8-14 (read responsively)
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
?Lord, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
10 All your works shall praise you, O Lord,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
1 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
12 that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.



B Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
throughout all ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
14The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

15T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate. ' Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. !” But
in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. '® For I know that
the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the
good lies close at hand, but not the ability. '° For I do not do the good I want, but
the evil I do not want is what I do. 2° Now if I do what I do not want, it is no
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

21'So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close
at hand. 2> For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, >*but I see in my
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the
law of sin that dwells in my members. 2* Wretched person that I am! Who will
rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our
Lord!
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S/742a
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*Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] '® “To what will I compare this generation? It is
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
1 <«For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon’; !” the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is
vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have
revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 3 For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci

*HYMN OF THE DAY I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW #611

* APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and
movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we
may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through

war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God
of grace, C: hear our prayer.

. God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its

declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future
generations. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have

become isolated or ill, or who are in any need. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do.

Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God
of grace, C: hear our prayer.

- God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across communities

of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to eternal rest, we thank
you for the gifts of life together. God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all

our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A:

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave,
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

Let us pray ... Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us
now and forever. C: Amen.



*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S144a
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S144b
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your
creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form
us again into one.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our LORD Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his victory over
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river
to enjoy the tree of life.

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become
one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may
be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*L.ORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
*INVITATION

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW # 632

*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray...Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG God Bless Our Native Land ELW #891
*DISMISSAL

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB10503 1
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.




Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God and in honor of our nation’s
250" anniversary from Jeff and Beth Garner.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Pianists — Ben Decker, Sheila Bumbarger
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Jean Sinal
Our Lector — Stacy Kuster
Our Usher — Stanley Smith
Our Altar Guild — Jean Sinal
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries”

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours

Pastor Traci — Wed. — 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Jen — Mon, Tues., Wed., Fri. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 6™ Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Tuesday — Morrisons Cove Agricultural Parade 6:00 p.m., Martinsburg
Sunday — 7" Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Ruth Marshall,
Jean Stonerook.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.



Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick,
Mary Farabaugh, Ken Harkless, Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Dwight and Bethany
Kensinger and their newborn son, Rachel Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, Pat Mellot, Randy
McGraw, Dan Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger,
Bill Stahl, Jim Stewart, Dove Strayer, Jennifer Winston, and for our Missionaries:
Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeftf Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

Prayers for Christian sympathy and comfort are requested for Jennifer Winston
and all those mourning Robert Winston's death on Saturday, June 27,

Please welcome Elaine Smith as the new flower chairwoman, replacing
Margie Smith who is stepping aside after years of dedication. If there are any
questions regarding altar flowers, please contact Elaine at 434-981-0560.

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. Altar
Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up now for the Sunday
you wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price - $40.00

Nl Martinsburg Food Pantry Nl
‘Qz/ The Food Pantry will be open for distribution of food on S
| the first and third Thursday, July 2 and July 16 from :

9:00a.m. until 11:00a.m. Volunteers from the Brethren

in Christ Church will be helping give out food, along with the regular helpers.

Items most needed for July: Peanut Butter and Jelly, Spaghetti and Sauce, Pasta
Sides, Hamburger Helper, and Fruit.

Garden produce on the days that the Food Pantry is open, is very much appreciated,
which can be dropped off at the pantry by 8:00 a.m.

Thank you to Camden for the bags of leaf lettuce to the Food Pantry from his Eagle
Scout garden!

Many Thanks,
Linda Smith




Our Senior Neighbors Are Invited To A Young at Heart Luncheon
Tuesday, July 21, 2026, at 12:00 PM
Held at St. Matthew Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall
Please RSVP to the Church Office 814-793-2413 by July 10"

There is still plenty of time to make your reservation for the 2026 Young at Heart Luncheon.

We will do the cooking, come and enjoy a delicious family style meal prepared by some of the
BEST cooks at St Matthew.

The theme is Hawaiian and entertainment will feature Tina Walter.

A takeout meal will be delivered to our homebound members if they call and place their name
in the delivery list.

Invitations are available at the church to invite neighbors and friends to attend this luncheon.
Social Ministry Committee is looking to borrow Hawaiian or bright colored summer shirts for
this event. Also, if anyone has any Hawaiian themed items that they would like to share contact
Lottie Ebersole

A brief Social Ministry meeting will be held Sunday July 19™ following the service.



CPR Emergency Training

St. Matthew will hold training in CPR
and AED use in case we need to respond

” to a medical emergency. Training will be
Wednesday, July 22" at 6:30PM.
Training will not include certification,

but you may get certificates online.

Please RSVP to the office by July 19th
to ensure we have enough materials.

Join the Allegheny Synod for

ALTOONR

Reserve Tickets Through St. Matthew’s Office
$5 Per Person, Due to Jen by July 31st
(food & drinks not included)



The Weekend.

Allegheny Synod Youth Event
December 11-13, 2026
St. James Lutheran Church & Comfort Inn
Huntingdon, PA




Allegheny Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

How has God gifted YOU with skills
& passion for our shared ministry?
We want to know!

Please complete the Allegheny Synod’s
Life Together Survey to help Bishop
Kevin and his staff connect members of
our synod with each other and the
committees and teams working to
spread God’s love & light in _ phone
the world. Access the g"’_ _
survey with this QR code & S35y
or on the Synod website. %, %53
Contact your church office

or the synod office for a paper copy.




*OPENING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW #5807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev - 'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.

and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.

[r—

; ~
# | o |
| »

teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may 1 still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal 1it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813



*HYMN OF THE DAY I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW #611
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heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un -to me and rest;
heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give

heard the voice of

Je - sus say, “I

am this

dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-r1y one, lay down your head up - on  my breast.”
the liv - ing wa -ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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| came to Je - sus as [ was, so wea -1y, worn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus, and [ drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and in that light of life I'll walk till trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 18081889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune



COMMUNION HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW # 632
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1 O God,our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be -fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges 1in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the

suf - fi-cient is your arm

storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:

a- lone, and our de-fense 1s sure.

from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end -less years the same.
ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

short as the watch that

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

bears all our years away;

they fly forgotten, as a dream

dies at the op’ning day.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: St1. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home.



God Bless Our Native Land ELW #5891

*SENDING SONG
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1 God bless our na - ftive land; firm may it ev - er stand
2 So shall our prayers a - rise to God a - bove the skies,
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through storm and night. When the wild tem - pestsrave, Rul - er of
on whom we  wait. Thou who art ev - er nigh, guard-ing with
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coun - try save by  thy great might.

wind and wave, do thou our
save the  state!

watch-ful eye, to thee a - loud we cry: God

Text: Charles T. Brooks, 1812—1883; John S. Dwight, 1813-1893
Music: NATIONAL ANTHEM, Thesaurus Musicus, London, 1744



