The Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 18, 2025

10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After
you add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the
center aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you
become familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets
help our pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you
are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us
here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE | Know That My Redeemer Liveth George Frideric Handel, Composer

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. C: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

P: In the name of -+ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Holy God, we give you thanks for the
waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness,
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,
C: make us one as you are one.

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your
boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living
One, C: make us one as you are one.

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your
people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living
One, C: make us one as you are one.

P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by
these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the
Crucified and Risen One. C: Amen.



*OPENING HYMN Jerusalem, My Happy Home ELW # 628

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW # S204a
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain
nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by
your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. C: Amen.



FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18
! Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?” # Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, °“l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. ® As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7| also heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” ® But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.” *® This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. 1! At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.” > And
as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. 1® And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” " If then God
gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I that | could hinder God?” 8 When they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



PsALM 148 (read responsively)

! Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2 Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
*Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
® Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
®who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
" Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9 mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
O wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The LoRD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6
11 saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God i1s among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

* he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

® And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ® Then he
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: John 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 3 Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 31 give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one
another. % By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HoMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY  Before the Waters Nourished Earth ACS #1049
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Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm, b. 1961
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish melody
Text © 1996 Jeannette M. Lindholm, admin. Augsburg Fortress



*NICENE CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed.

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A: Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our
proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those
often overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of
your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to
preservation of wild places. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in
power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have
sufficient resources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God. C: Your
mercy is great.

A: Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma,
experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness.
Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.



A: Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly
marginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of systemic
oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our collective
body in this community and beyond. C: Your mercy is great.

A: We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love.
Guide us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. Hear us, O
God. C: Your mercy is great.

P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray... Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along
with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and
enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world.

C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life.



And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S207
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.
Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

C: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen



*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S208
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
*INVITATION

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. C: Thanks be to God.



COMMUNION HYMN  Love Has Brought Us Here Together ACS # 1040
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
Text © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send
us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to
a wounded and weary world. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + Savior, and
Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG O God beyond All Praising ELW # 880

*DISMISSAL

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

*POSTLUDE Because He Lives William J. Gaither, Composer

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God by the people of St.
Matthew.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ann & Larry
Irvin, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Dr. Ramon Burket, Terry Creek,
Marilyn Horton, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Kristen Malloy, John Russell, Dan Sinal,
and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine, Lacey
Ripka.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,




Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Jim Barley
Our Lector — Gavin Kuster
Our Acolyte — Gabby Decker
Our Usher — Steve Oswalt
Our Altar Guild — Jackie Lightner, Janet Stewart
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Second Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Youth & Camping”

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Tues. 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon. — Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
This Week Events
Today — 5% Sunday of Easter
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Death Workshop and Luncheon
Following Worship, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday — Council Meeting 6:30 p.m., Window Room/Zoom
Sunday — 6" Sunday of Easter
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.



< Martinsburg Food Pantry .-

The Food Pantry will be open for distribution of food on
Thursdays, June 5 and June 19 from 9:00a.m. until
11:00a.m.
Many thanks for your monetary gifts, food and other items to the Food Pantry!

Linda K. Smith

Church Messenger

The May 2025 Messenger is now available at the St. Matthew Website
(stmatthewlc.com), and on your recent Email message from St. Matthew by using
the link listed in the body of the message. A paper copy of the Messenger is available
in the news rack in the church Narthex. By calling the church office at (814-793-
2413), you can request a paper copy to be sent by mail to your home or provide an
email address and a copy can be emailed to you each month as soon as it is published.
Do not hesitate to call the church office if you need help in securing a copy of the
Messenger. Your readership and articles are always appreciated.

Altar Flowers
The 2025 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board.
Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones or to honor loved
ones. There are plenty of dates available. Please sign up now for the
Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price: $40.00
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Sign up for the print magazine

We heard you—and listened. We have found a way to bring back the magazine’s
print publication in a quarterly fashion. Each issue (spring, summer, winter and fall)
will feature the stories you know and love, along with updates on the church and your
ELCA community.

You can sign up today on the sign-up sheet on the Narthex bulletin board or call the
church office to let us know you would like to subscribe to the magazine.

The first expected issue to be mailed is Summer 2025. We will keep you updated.




June
19-22

@ Camp Sequanota

tend. _ -
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Faith-informed Learning & Community
 Food & Health

COST:
120 + housing
Arts & Media

Environment Register
Music & Dance today

iri Lif (=]
Spiritual Life sequanota.com/tendfest

Weekend Themes
e Self-care

Come to Tend to share in intentional time
of faith discussions, good music, art,
worship, ecology, and fellowship.
This event will have an open schedule

allowing participants the freedom to pick
what is right for them. It will include
options for multiple workshops, open
recreation & hiking, food and time to
refresh yourself and the family.
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You're invited to a
Life Line Screening
event!

Where: St Matthew Lutheran Church
115 E Penn St
Martinsburg, PA 16662

When: Tuesday, June 24, 2025
June is Men’s Health Month

Life Line Screening is the nation's leader in Stroke and Cardiovascular Disease
Risk Screenings.

Trusted by over 10 million customers.
Screenings are simple and painless. Get peace of mind or early detection.
Who should attend: Anyone over the age of 40

Special Pricing for $159
e Carotid Artery Disease Screening e Peripheral Artery Disease Screening
e Atrial Fibrillation Screening e Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening
e Plus a FREE Hypertension Screening

4 ways to book your appointment...

Scan here: Call 888-814-0466 ] Visit Text the word
and use promo LLSA.SOCIAL/HSCA | “circle” to

code: HSCA001 216-279-1607

These tests cannot detect all risk factors for all conditions, such as and including the presence of

Those with abng esults should discuss possible next steps with their family healthcare

provider and ensure they understand the risk and benefits of any additional testing or procedures



ENDOWMENT
FUND
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THIRD CENTURY FUND (ENDOWMENT FUND)

The Third Century Fund continued to have good earnings in 2024 and as a result has
$6,334.60 for distribution in 2025. You or your committee may request funding in writing by
contacting Laura Orczeck, chairperson, or committee members: Allen Kuster, Barb Wilt, Beth
Garner, or Pastor Traci.

Deadline to submit a request is Sunday, May 25, 2025. Funds will be distributed in June of
2025.

The following is from the by-laws of the Third Century Fund and outline the guidelines for fund
requests.

PURPOSE

The St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund is established to
encourage responsible Christian stewardship and to promote the mission of the congregation.
In response to God’s love and mercy, the Endowment Fund seeks to enhance and expand the
mission outreach objectives of St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church. Members and friends
of St. Matthew congregation are encouraged to practice responsible Christian Stewardship by
making contributions to the Endowment Fund. There are a variety of ways such gifts can be
made such as cash, securities, bequests through wills or living trusts, life insurance policies,
charitable gift annuities and life estates. The Endowment Fund provides financial support for
the church in a manner that is separate from the expenditures normally funded by the annual
operating budget of the congregation.

USE OF THE FUND

All contributions to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church Endowment Fund will be undesignated
and added to the principal balance of the fund. The Endowment fund principal balance will be
retained and only the dividend income will be used for annual disbursements. Consideration for
awarding fund requests will be given using the following guidelines:

1. Youth of all ages - scholarship support of congregational members and their children;
for youth events, for church camps or similar Christian programs, and education.

2. Christian outreach ministries and missions of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, its
members, and the ELCA.

3. Worship and Music - support for the worship of St. Matthew.
4. Capital Projects - major renovations or building projects of St. Matthew.



*OPENING HYMN Jerusalem, My Happy Home ELW # 628
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1 Je - r1u-sa-lem, my hap - py home,when shall I come to thee?
2 0 hap - py har - bor of the saints, O sweetand pleas-ant soil!
3 Thy gar-dens and thy gal - lant walks con - tin - ual-ly are  green;
4 There trees for-ev - er-more bear fruit and ev - er-more do spring;
5

Je - ru-sa-lem, Je - ru - sa-lem, God grant that I may see
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When shall my sor - rows have an end? Thy joys when shall 1  see?
In thee no sor - row may be found, no grief, no care, no toil
there grow such sweet and pleas-ant flow’rs as no-where else are seen.
there ev - er - more the an - gels sit and ev - er - more do sing.

thine end-less joy, and of the same par-tak - er ev - er be!

Text: F. B. P., 16th cent.
Music: LAND OF REST, North American traditional



*HYMN OF THE DAY  Before the Waters Nourished Earth ACS #1049
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1 Be - fore the wa - ters nour - ished earth or night im -
2 This Love re-mained as time re - vealed the loss of
3 De - spair, so deep it  bears no name, Or SOr - TOwWS
4 The Love that called cre - a - tion good all good - ness
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ag - ined morn - ing, a Love con - ceived the
E - den’s glo - ry and, griev - ing, holds in
par - a - lyz - ing can - not re - voke Love’s
still is bring - ing. This Love turns death a -
N |
1 P 1 | 1 [ |
1 | | S 1 [ |
u - ni-verse and rev - eled in its form -  ing.
mem - o - ry each trag - ic hu - man sto - ry.
faith - ful claim to dwell with - in our dy - ing.
gain to life and si - lence in - to sing - ing.

Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm, b. 1961
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish melody
Text © 1996 Jeannette M. Lindholm, admin. Augsburg Fortress



COMMUNION HYMN

Love Has Brought Us Here Together ACS # 1040
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1 Love has brought wus here to - geth -er; love of fam - ’ly,
2 Love is gen - tle, love 1s pa - tient, soft in words and
3 Love does not re - joice at e - vi; love re - joic - es
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love of friends; love,our vow  till death should part wus; love, God’s
kind in deeds. Love is strong and nev - er pom-pous; love puts
in  the rightt Keen in giv - ing and for - giv - ing, spread -ing
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gift, that nev - er ends. From our birth, through-out our life - time,
first the oth - er’s needs. Not quick-tem - pered or re - sent - ful,
love 1is love’s de - light. When two peo - ple  pledge their u - nion,
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love’s in - sis - tence calls our name. Floods of wa - ters
prone to take of - fense or brood, love ex - cels in
all who wit - ness are re - newed, feast - ing at love’s
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can - not drown it or put  out its danc-ing flame.
grace and mer - ¢y, nev - er jeal - ous, nev - er rude.
earth - ly ban - quet, tast - ing heav’n’s be - at - 1 - tude.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 18111887
Text © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.



*SENDING SONG

O God beyond All Praising

ELW # 880
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1 Q God be-yond all prais - ing, we wor-ship you to - day
2 The flowr of earth-ly splen-dor in time must sure -ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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and sing the love a - maz - ing that songs can-not re - pay;
its frag - ile bloom sur -ren - der to you, the Lord most high;
that we  who know your fa - vor may  serve you as our King;
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for we can on-ly won-der at ev - 'ty gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na - ture the e - ter - nal seed i1s sown-—
and wheth - er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or 1ll,
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at bless-ings with - out num-ber and  mer-cies with-out end:
though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar-den grown:
we’ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up-on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set wus free,
to mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - 1y
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac - - fice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934

Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




