
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 26, 2026 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add 

your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle. 

Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar with our family in 

Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are 

looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship 

and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

     C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!       

C: Amen. 

P: Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 

waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, 

roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us including Plum 

Creek, Clover Creek, and the Juniata River. Blessed are you.                              

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you 

for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.                                                

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.             

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a 

new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now 

and forever. C: Amen. 



*OPENING HYMN   The Lord’s My Shepherd   ELW # 778 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW # S204a 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray …O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to 

safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 

certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. C: Amen. 

  



FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 34:7-15 
  Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As I live, says the 

Lord God, because my sheep have become a prey and my sheep have become food 

for all the wild animals, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds 

have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves and have 

not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 10 Thus 

says the Lord God: I am against the shepherds, and I will hold them accountable for 

my sheep and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds 

feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be 

food for them. 

 

  11 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort 

them out. 12 As shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered sheep, 

so I will sort out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they 

have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will bring them out 

from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring them into their own 

land, and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all 

the inhabited parts of the land. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and the 

mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good 

grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 

myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 

Lord God. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

  



PSALMODY My Shepherd, You Supply My Need ELW # 782 

 
  



SECOND READING: Acts 2:42-47 
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 

 

  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 

through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 

common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds 

to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 

temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 

hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day 

the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        ELW # S 205a 

 

*Gospel: John 10:1-10 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by 

the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters 

by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 

and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 

out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 

follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they 



will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used 

this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 

them. 

  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not 

listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in 

and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 

came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci 

*HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW # 789 

*NICENE CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

  



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A: Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of 

righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide 

us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains 

serving near and far. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

A: Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and 

instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your 

creation. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

A: Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate 

for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of 

violence or vengeance. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

A: Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or 

injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, C: receive 

our prayer. 

A: Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into 

a community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill 

our cups to overflowing. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 

A: Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in 

your love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. C: Amen. 

*THE PEACE   

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting  

that is comfortable for both you and them. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 

A: Let us pray… Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 

glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 

hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 

goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of 

Jesus, C: Amen. 



*GREAT THANKSGIVING   

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself 

to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 

us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord  ELW # S207 

 
 

 

  



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  

 Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.  

You have filled all creation with light and life;  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.  

You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;  

 and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,  

 who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom  

 and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup  

 we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

P: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup  

 we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power  

 to share with us the great and promised feast. 

 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

  



P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,  

 the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,  

 that we who receive the Lord's body and blood  

 may live to the praise of your glory  

 and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,  

 and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  

 until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

C: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

 all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

*LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

*THE AGNUS DEI    Lamb of God   ELW # S208 

 
 



*INVITATION 

P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION HYMN You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW # 484 

*BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. C: Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray… Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to 

love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,              

C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.              

C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  The King of Love My Shepherd Is  ELW # 502 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

*POSTLUDE 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God by the people of St. 

Matthew.  



 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organist – Mary Nelson 

Our Pianists – Adam Smith, Ben Decker 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Assisting Minister – Stacy Kuster 

Our Lector – Amanda Decker 

Our Acolyte – Gabby Decker 

Our Usher – Stanley Smith 

Our Altar Guild – Elaine Buchart, Jean Sinal, Jane Fagans 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Second Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Youth & Camping” 

This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours  

Pastor Traci – Thurs. – 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Jen – Mon.- Fri. – 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

This Week Events  

 Today –   4th Sunday of Easter 

   9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

   10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

 Tuesday –   Knotty Ladies12:30-3:00 p.m., Quilting Room 

 Sunday –   5th Sunday of Easter 

   9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

   10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg, 

Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, 

Robert Winston. 

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the 

end of the month.  Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list 

for an extended period of time. 



Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Juls Bratton and Charlee Howsare and family, 

Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Bill Davis, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, Ken Harkless, 

Marilyn Horton, Kathy Keith, Rachel Kensinger, J.C. and Naomi (Noni) Lehman & 

Family, Kristen Malloy, Katherine Orczeck, Dan Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua 

Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, Bill Stahl, Jim Stewart, and for our Missionaries: 

Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings. 

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,  

   Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep. 
 

 

 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

The Food Pantry will be open for food distribution on 

Thursdays, May 7 and May 21 from 9:00am until 

11:00am.  Besides the regular volunteers, those helping 

will be from the Martinsburg Church of God. 

 

Following are those items most needed:  

Peanut Butter & Jelly, Rice Sides, Pasta Sauce, Spaghetti, and Paper Towels 

 

Many thanks for your food, other items, and monetary gifts donated to the Food 

Pantry! 
 

Linda Smith 
 

 

 

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. Altar 

Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up now for the 

Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price - $40.00 

 

  



 

 

\ 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD CENTURY FUND (ENDOWMENT FUND) 
 

The Third Century Fund is seeking individuals or committees who are in the need of funding for 

education, worship or capital projects. You or your committee may request funding in writing by 

contacting Laura Orczeck, chairperson, or committee members: Allen Kuster, Barb Wilt, Beth 

Garner, or Pastor Traci. 

 

Deadline to submit a request is Sunday, May 24, 2026. Funds will be distributed in June of 2025. 

 

The following is from the by-laws of the Third Century Fund and outline the guidelines for fund 

requests. 

 

PURPOSE 

The St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund is established to 

encourage responsible Christian stewardship and to promote the mission of the congregation. 

In response to God’s love and mercy, the Endowment Fund seeks to enhance and expand the 

mission outreach objectives of St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church. Members and friends 

of St. Matthew congregation are encouraged to practice responsible Christian Stewardship by 

making contributions to the Endowment Fund. There are a variety of ways such gifts can be 

made such as cash, securities, bequests through wills or living trusts, life insurance policies, 

charitable gift annuities and life estates. The Endowment Fund provides financial support for 

the church in a manner that is separate from the expenditures normally funded by the annual 

operating budget of the congregation. 

 

USE OF THE FUND 

All contributions to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church Endowment Fund will be undesignated 

and added to the principal balance of the fund. The Endowment fund principal balance will be 

retained and only the dividend income will be used for annual disbursements. Consideration for 

awarding fund requests will be given using the following guidelines: 

 

1. Youth of all ages - scholarship support of congregational members and their children; 

for youth events, for church camps or similar Christian programs, and education. 

2. Christian outreach ministries and missions of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, its 

members, and the ELCA. 

3. Worship and Music - support for the worship of St. Matthew. 

4. Capital Projects - major renovations or building projects of St. Matthew.  



*OPENING HYMN   The Lord’s My Shepherd   ELW # 778 

 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW # 789 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW # 484 

 

 

 

  



*SENDING SONG  The King of Love My Shepherd Is  ELW # 502 

 

 

 


