The Third Sunday of Easter

April 23, 2023

9:30 a.m. Adult & Youth Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add
your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle. Then return it to the
outside aisle so that you become familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets
help our pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church
home, we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ
together!

Masks are optional but available in the narthex for anyone who feels more
comfortable taking that precaution for themselves or on behalf of others.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life. C: Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the
everlasting wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the
firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them
we are born anew. C: Amen.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters
that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise
to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new
creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your
resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth,
bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring
peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.

C: Amen.



*OPENING HYMN Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain ELW # 363
*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory Be to God in Heaven S204a
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray ... O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the

breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming
work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. C: Amen.



First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

l4apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd],

$“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

3’Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 3®Peter said to them, “Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *°For the promise is for
you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to him.” “°And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” #'So those who
welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons
were added.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (read responsively)

!l love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication,

’for the LORD has given ear to me whenever | called.

3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; | came to
grief and sorrow.

“Then I called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”

12How shall | repay the LorbD for all the good things God has done for me?

131 will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.

141 will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people.

Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants.

180 Lorp, truly I am your servant; | am your servant, the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.

171 will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the
L ORD.

181 will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people,

Y¥in the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23

171f you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. *¥You know that you
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with
perishable things like silver or gold, °but with the precious blood of Christ, like
that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 2°He was destined before the foundation
of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 2! Through him
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,
so that your faith and hope are set on God.

22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 2You have
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and
enduring word of God.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: Luke 24:13-35
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.



3Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples]
were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, #and
talking with each other about all these things that had happened. ®*While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, ®but their eyes
were kept from recognizing him. ’And he said to them, “What are you discussing
with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. *¥Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, 2%and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and crucified him. 2'But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. 2?Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb
early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 2*Some
of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said,;
but they did not see him.” ®Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 2®Was it not necessary
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 2’ Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
going on. ?°But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 3®When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from
their sight. 3*They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while
he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. **They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and
he has appeared to Simon!” 3Then they told what had happened on the road, and
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HoMILY Mr. Robin Abrol
*HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW # 377



*NICENE CREED

P:

Let us confess our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed.

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the

Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

Ever-present God, you make yourself known in the breaking of the bread and in
the bonds of community. Reveal yourself to us in the faces of all we meet.
Strengthened by your body and blood, let us boldly live out your good news. Hear
us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

: As we know you in the breaking of the bread, we know you in the grains of the

field and the flowing waters. Care for the earth you lovingly create. Strengthen
those who safeguard threatened land and water. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy
IS great.

. You are the authority to whom we dedicate our lives. Help us keep the needs of

those most vulnerable at the forefront of our community. Move us to care for any
who are disregarded or oppressed. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

: Mothering God, you feed and comfort those who hunger. Open the hearts of those

who horde resources and lead them to share your abundance. We pray for anyone
hungering for your comforting presence this day. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy
IS great.



A: You pour out your love on those who are oppressed. Support and comfort anyone
who is marginalized by gender or sexuality and those whose stories are not
believed. Form this community to listen faithfully and speak honestly in our
ministry together. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: We remember with thanksgiving all your beloved saints. As you have raised them
to eternal life, abide with us in your promise of resurrection. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to

you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. C: Amen.

*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks
for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One.
In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ our
Lord. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S207
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for

freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to
be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await
your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death
to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all honor and glory is your, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*THE AGnNUS DEI O Lamb of God ELW # S208
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you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

*INVITATION
P: Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love ELW # 487

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With
your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen
us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION

P: The God of all, who raised +* Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the
Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ELW # 392

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. C: Thanks be to God.



Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5B105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in memory of Loved Ones by
Mary Nelson.

Martinsburg Food Pantry
Volunteers from local churches assist in distributing food with the regular volunteers
twice a month. The Pantry is open from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. on the first and third
Thursdays of the month, and other times by appointment.
Following are the most needed food items for April: Cereal, Ravioli, Mashed Potatoes,
Kidney Beans, Canned Peaches. These or any other donations can be placed in the
basket marked "Food Pantry" at church. Many Thanks! Linda Smith

Council Secretary is needed for Council meetings. Council meets via Zoom or in the
Window Room once a month on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. Please
consider filling this position that is required in our Constitution and By Laws.

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours

Pastor Traci — Wed. 1:00 — 4:00 p.m.

Lori Tremmel — Mon. — Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

This Week Events

Today — Worship Service with Mr. Robin Abrol & Rev. Lesley Hand from
On Eagle’s Wings in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.

Monday — Scouts, Scout Rooms 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday - Knotty Ladies, Quilt Room 12:30 - 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday — Employee Meeting, Fellowship Hall 10:00 a.m.
Yoga, Fellowship Hall 5:00 p.m.

Sunday — Camp Sunday (wear your Camp shirt)
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service in Sanctuary 10:30 a.m.

Welcome our guest speakers from On Eagle’s Wings. Mr. Robin Abrol has been the
Director of Ministry at On Eagle’s Wings since 2021. He has over 15 years
experience of congregational pastoral ministry in large city churches. Rev. Lesley
Hand has provided leadership to On Eagle’s Wings since 2005, both as Pastor for
Northern Alberta and Saskatchewan and later as Executive Director. She has
regularly visited many communities by air, road, and boat and enjoys strong,
trusting relationships with community leaders.




Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred
Brandenberg, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey &
Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Dan Sinal, Bill Stahl, Joy Williams.

Prayer Concerns: Amy & Family, Pastor Denise Arpino, Randy Barrett, Diane
Cappel, Dave Clayton, Greg Comer, Terry & Cathy Creek, Brian Fleck, Jim Fritz,
Doris Hershberger, Marilyn Horton, Melissa Johnson, Darren Kreutzer, Dave &
Linda Lehman, Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy, Karrie McCall & Family, Betty
McDowell, Rick Mclintyre, Aunt Mica, Marlene Marquardt, Charles Minnick &

Family, Nathan, Deb Peters, Bob & Annette Ritchey, Paul Ruth, Dan & Jean Sinal,
Cindy Thomas, John Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Tom
Woodrow, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Rev. Lesley Hand, On
Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson, ELCA.

Our college students: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Nathan
Smith (Germany).

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Pianist — Dr. Adam Smith
Our Organist — Mary Nelson
Our Missionary Family — On Eagle’s Wings, Elizabeth Hendrickson
Our Administrative Assistant — Lori Tremmel
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Lector — Destarta Carberry
Our Acolyte — Jay Hoenstine
Our Assisting Minister — Melissa Fetzer
Our Altar Guild — Jackie Lightner, Tina Harclerode, Jane Fagans
Our Usher — Paul Decker
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

Second Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Youth & Camping”




Third Century Fund (Endowment Fund)
The Third Century Fund had a good earnings year in 2022 and as a result has
$6,056.37 for distribution in 2023. You or your committee may request funding in
writing by contacting one of the committee members: Beth Garner, Allen Kuster,
Laura Orczeck, or Pastor Traci.

Deadline to submit a request is Sunday, May 28, 2023. Funds will be distributed in
June 2023.

The following is from the by-laws of the Third Century Fund and outline the
guidelines for fund requests.

PURPOSE

The St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund is
established to encourage responsible Christian stewardship and to promote the
mission of the congregation. In response to God’s love and mercy, the Endowment
Fund seeks to enhance and expand the mission outreach objectives of St. Matthew
Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Members and friends of St. Matthew congregation are encouraged to practice responsible
Christian Stewardship by making contributions to the Endowment Fund. There are a
variety of ways such gifts can be made such as, Cash, Securities, Bequests through wills
or living trusts, Life insurance policies, charitable gift annuity and Life estates.

The Endowment Fund provides financial support for the church in a manner that is
separate from the expenditures normally funded by the annual operating budget of
the congregation.

USE OF THE FUND
All contributions to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church Endowment Fund will be
undesignated and added to the principal balance of the fund. The Endowment fund
principal balance will be retained and only the dividend income will be used for
annual disbursements.

Consideration for awarding fund requests will be given using the following
guidelines.

1. Youth of all ages - scholarship support of congregational members and their
children; for youth events, for church camps or similar Christian programs and
education.

2. Christian outreach ministries and missions of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, its

members and the ELCA.
. Worship and Music - support for the worship of St, Matthew.
Capital Projects - major renovations or building projects of St. Matthew.

A~ w



*OPENING HYMN

ELW # 363

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 14901547




*HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW # 377
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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Music © 1969 Contemnporary Worship I, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without pe

rmission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*COMMUNION HYMN What Feast of Love ELW # 487
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1 What feastof love 1is of-fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth is of- fered here, what cov - € - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love is of - fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this 1s  Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en
This, this 1s  Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en
This, this is  Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God 18 giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*SENDING SONG Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ELW # 392
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1 Al-le - lu - 1a!l Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
2 Al-1le - Iu - 1! Not as or - phans are we left in
3 Al-1le - lu - 1ia! Bread of heav - en, here on vearth our
4 Al-le - Ilu - 1a! King e - ter - nal, Lord om - nip - o -
5 Al-1le - lu - 1! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - fter,
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his the throne; Al -1le - lu - ia! his the tri - umph, his the
SOr - TOW NOW; Al -le - lu - ia! he is  near us; faith be -
food, our stay; Al -le - lu - 1ia! here the sin - ful flee to
tent we own; Al -le - lu - 1a! born of Mar -y, earth your
his the throne; Al -le - lu - 1ia! his the tr1 - umph, his the
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vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
lieves, nor ques - tions how. Though the cloud from sight re -
you from day to  day. In - ter - ces - sor, friend of
foot - stool,  heav’'n your throne. As  with - in the wveil you
vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
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Zi - on thun-der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
ceived him when the for - ty days were o’er, shall  our
sin - ners, earth’s re - deem - er, hear our plea where the
en - tered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, here on
Zi - on thun - der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
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out of ev - ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er - more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
earth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast
out of ev - ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Mucie- HYFRVDINT Rowdand H Prichard 18111887



