
The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Easter Sunday 

April 20, 2025 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add 

your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle. 

Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar with our family in 

Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are 

looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship 

and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Christ Arose Robert Lowry, Composer 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. C: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and 

our joy. C: Amen. 

P: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, 

let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep 

and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the 

dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool 

the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 

reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living 

water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. C: Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN   Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!   ELW # 382 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW # S204a 

 
  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray …God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he 

is alive and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen 

life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness 

of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen. 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 65:17-25 

 17 I am about to create new heavens 

  and a new earth; 

 the former things shall not be remembered 

  or come to mind. 

 18 But be glad and rejoice forever 

  in what I am creating; 

 for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 

  and its people as a delight. 

 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 

  and delight in my people; 

 no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

  or the cry of distress. 

 20 No more shall there be in it 

  an infant that lives but a few days, 

  or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 

 for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 

  and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 

 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

  they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

 22 They shall not build and another inhabit; 

  they shall not plant and another eat; 

 for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

  and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

 23 They shall not labor in vain, 

  or bear children for calamity; 

 for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 

  and their descendants as well. 

 24 Before they call I will answer, 

  while they are yet speaking I will hear. 

 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 

  the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 



  but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 

 They shall not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain, 

 says the Lord. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 (read responsively) 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the LORD. 

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

  



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 

  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 

have died. 21 For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the 

dead has also come through a human being; 22 for as all die in Adam, so all will be 

made alive in Christ. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his 

coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the 

kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority 

and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The 

last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW # S 205a 

 

*Gospel: Luke 24:1-12 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking 

the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were 

perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The 

women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 

them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 



risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of 

Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 

again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told 

all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 

apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 

them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 

linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci  

*HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW # 365 

*NICENE CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 

A: Kindle new life in your church. Encourage all who seek creative ways to share the 

good news of Christ’s resurrection. Bless mission developers and new ministries, 

that their work plant seeds that flourish. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 



A: Nourish new life in all of creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts, and 

mountains with life-giving rains. Grant us delight in your glory that shows forth 

in all that grows this season. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Empower new life among the nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring 

new hope for peace and reconciliation in places of war and strife. Raise up leaders 

who are steadfast in their commitment to justice and transformation. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: Bring new hope among all who are in need, especially neighbors without homes 

or food, and those whose housing or food supply is at risk. Bring healing to all 

who are fearful, ill, or grieving. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Awaken new life in this place. Open our hearts to ways you are calling us to be at 

work in the world and our community. Give us courage to boldly share your love 

for all people beyond our walls. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

A: Trusting in the promises of the resurrection, we remember with thanksgiving our 

beloved dead. Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them and 

all the saints at the heavenly banquet. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 

P: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 

with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. C: Amen. 

*THE PEACE   

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting  

that is comfortable for both you and them. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 

A: Let us pray… Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along 

with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and 

enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

C: Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING   

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



*PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 

resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself 

to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 

us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord  ELW # S207 

 
 

 

  



*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  

 Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.  

You have filled all creation with light and life;  

 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.  

You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;  

 and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,  

 who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom  

 and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup  

 we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

P: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup  

 we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power  

 to share with us the great and promised feast. 

 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

  



P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,  

 the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,  

 that we who receive the Lord's body and blood  

 may live to the praise of your glory  

 and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,  

 and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  

 until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

C: Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

 all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

*LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

*THE AGNUS DEI    Lamb of God   ELW # S208 

 
 



*INVITATION 

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. C: Thanks be to God. 

COMMUNION HYMN At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing ELW # 362 

*BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. C: Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray… Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send 

us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to 

a wounded and weary world. C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and 

Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  Thine Is the Glory ELW # 376 

FAREWELL & GODSPEED, PAT MOUNTAIN 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

*POSTLUDE              Hallelujah Chorus            George Frederic Handel, Composer 

*In keeping with tradition, we ask that you remain standing as you are able for the 

Hallelujah Chorus. 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed in Honor and Glory of our Risen Lord by Jane 

Fagans.  



Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg, 

Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ann & Larry Irvin, Ruth 

Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston. 

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the 

end of the month.  Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list 

for an extended period of time. 

Prayer Concerns: Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Dr. Ramon Burket, Terry Creek, 

Marilyn Horton, Kristen Malloy, Chris Nelson, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Margie Smith, 

and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings. 

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jeff Hoenstine, Lacey 

Ripka. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer, 

Nathan Smith (Germany). 

 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organists – Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Assisting Minister – Elaine Smith 

Our Lector – Camden Kuster 

Our Acolytes – Gabby Decker, Lily Lightner, Lucy Lightner 

Our Usher – Stanley Smith 

Our Altar Guild – Tonya Walter, Tina Harclerode, Jane Fagans 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Second Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Youth & Camping” 

  



This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours  

Pastor Traci – Wed. 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

Jen – Tues. – Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

This Week Events  

 Today –   The Resurrection of Our Lord 

   Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

   Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

 Monday –   Office Closed 

 Tuesday –   Knotty Ladies, Quilting Room 12:30-3:00 p.m. 

   Talk-O Tuesday, La Fiesta, Airport 6:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday –   Employee Meeting, Fellowship Hall 10:00 a.m. 

 Sunday –   2nd Sunday of Easter 

  Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

   Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

 

The Food Pantry will be open for distribution of food on 

Thursdays, May 1 and May 15 from 9:00a.m. until 

11:00a.m.  Those helping withe distribution will be volunteers from Martinsburg 

Church of God, besides the regular volunteers.   

 

Following are items from our "Wish" list for May:  Fruit, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, 

Cereal, and Paper Towels.   

 

Many thanks for your monetary gifts, food and other items to the Food Pantry! 

 

Linda K. Smith 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ALLELUIA Christ is Risen!  

Christ is Risen Indeed! 
 

 
These are words we proclaim with assurance in what God has done for the sake 
of all. This saving action by God in Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection is 
the “beating heart of our faith and life” as we proclaim the mysteries of this 
good news in word and deed. 
 
As we gather to worship together on Easter Sunday, to celebrate the 
Resurrection of Our Lord, we are reminded of how undeserving we are of God’s 
unfailing love, forgiveness and grace toward us. But God, who sees us as beloved 
children, offers these things freely – always calling us back into loving arms. 
 
The message of this life-giving, good news also raises two questions for us to 
ponder as siblings in Christ. Where is Christ’s saving passion unfolding around 
us today? How does Christ’s saving passion hold us in daily life and in death? 
 
I pray that we see it unfolding in not only the actions of others, but in our own 
actions as we serve our communities. 
And I pray that we hold on to and believe in what God has done, and continues 
to do for us, each new day of our lives – which will then sustain us in times of 
grief and death. 
 
My siblings in Christ… 

Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Easter Blessing from the Office of the Bishop’s staff: 

Bp. Collins, Pr. Kevin, Michelle, Sue Ellen, and Pr. John  
  



 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THIRD CENTURY FUND (ENDOWMENT FUND) 
 

The Third Century Fund continued to have good earnings in 2024 and as a result has 

$6,334.60 for distribution in 2025. You or your committee may request funding in writing by 

contacting Laura Orczeck, chairperson, or committee members: Allen Kuster, Barb Wilt, Beth 

Garner, or Pastor Traci. 

 

Deadline to submit a request is Sunday, May 25, 2025. Funds will be distributed in June of 2025. 

 

The following is from the by-laws of the Third Century Fund and outline the guidelines for fund 

requests. 

 

PURPOSE 

The St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund is established to 

encourage responsible Christian stewardship and to promote the mission of the congregation. 

In response to God’s love and mercy, the Endowment Fund seeks to enhance and expand the 

mission outreach objectives of St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church. Members and friends 

of St. Matthew congregation are encouraged to practice responsible Christian Stewardship by 

making contributions to the Endowment Fund. There are a variety of ways such gifts can be 

made such as cash, securities, bequests through wills or living trusts, life insurance policies, 

charitable gift annuities and life estates. The Endowment Fund provides financial support for 

the church in a manner that is separate from the expenditures normally funded by the annual 

operating budget of the congregation. 

 

USE OF THE FUND 

All contributions to the St. Matthew Lutheran Church Endowment Fund will be undesignated 

and added to the principal balance of the fund. The Endowment fund principal balance will be 

retained and only the dividend income will be used for annual disbursements. Consideration for 

awarding fund requests will be given using the following guidelines: 

 

1. Youth of all ages - scholarship support of congregational members and their children; 

for youth events, for church camps or similar Christian programs, and education. 

2. Christian outreach ministries and missions of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, its 

members, and the ELCA. 

3. Worship and Music - support for the worship of St. Matthew. 

4. Capital Projects - major renovations or building projects of St. Matthew. 



*OPENING HYMN   Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!   ELW # 382 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW # 365 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing ELW # 362 

 

 

  



*SENDING SONG  Thine Is the Glory ELW # 376 

 


