The Second Sunday in Lent

March 1, 2026
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add
your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle.
Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar
with our family in Christ. These sheets help our pastor and
congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you
to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all
offenses.

Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:

Gracious God,
C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:

Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the
Spirit: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living
water Christ offers:

Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your
healing and hope in the world:



Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s
call to come forth to life:

Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift
of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name
of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ
from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you
life and peace. C: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW #325

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God ELW #5148

Ass1st1ng minister

ﬂ@ﬁiia_,

Glo-ry to God in the high-est,

[ ! J dj

Ny

and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

All

! ) ﬁ [N !
1 | | !
7 (7] I
[ i

oY
=E

_J / d

heav-en-ly King, ther,

A\IY
)
we

Lord God, al - might-y God and Fa -

] ] [ | (]
I {

\—/ ﬁ
give you thanks,

I
: .

B
(ﬁ

wor-ship you, we we praise you for your glo - ry.

i i
e E |

P o
of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

Ny

E==

b

Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son

in the glo -

(e i o ‘I Il yi ) ——
J
you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
_IQ_#ﬁ | } = | —
T __d- . __d & |
v —®
you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
i) & i - &
it \ e i
J T
For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
s e
.@ # ’ t’— - !j:L!:
you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
e —— —— — i |
D——*< g o ‘
J — \u/ O
ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us
to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by
your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
' The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121 (read responsively)
' 1ift up my eyes to the hills;
from where 1s my help to come?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
* Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
> the Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
% the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.



SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

I'What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but
not before God. * For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it
was reckoned to him as righteousness.”  Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. > But to one who does not work but trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

3 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. ' For if it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. I For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace,
so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of
us, 7 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #S151b
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*Gospel: John 3:1-17

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God 1s with that
person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” # Nicodemus said to him, “How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. * What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. “ Do not be astonished that I
said to you, ‘You must be born from above.” ® The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” 1° Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these things?

1 «Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2 If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly
things? '3 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. '# And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '° that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

16<For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY Pastor Traci
*HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World ELW # 323



* APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A: Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the work
of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your church the means
to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the water
declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists, scientists,
and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek
the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice,
deliverance, and peace. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of acceptance
to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and exclusion.
Tend to all who are struggling with illness or loss. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy
is great.

A: Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers and
new members in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left this
community to journey elsewhere Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

A: Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death.
Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this
whole world by your love. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C: Amen.



*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray... O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW #5152
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for
the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness
of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW #8153
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,

who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his life, death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:

*L.ORD'S PRAYER
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*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW #8154
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

*INVITATION
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. C: Thanks be to God.

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the
body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing
witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always. C: Amen.



*SENDING SONG Spirit, Open My Heart ACS #1043
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953

Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.
Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Believe the good news. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE




Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB10503 1
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Pianists — Adam Smith, Ben Decker
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Lottie Ebersole
Our Lector — Martie Gilbert
Our Acolyte — Norah Kuster
Our Usher — Greg Haffling
Our Altar Guild — Tonya Walter, Tina Harclerode
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs”

Prayers of Christian Sympathy and comfort are requested for the family
and friends of Audrey Kensinger upon her death on Saturday, February
215,




This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours

Pastor Traci — Tues. — 4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Wed. — 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Jen — Mon.-Fri. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — Second Sunday in Lent
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
Catechism
10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
Tuesday — Yoga 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — Lenten Supper 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Worship 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Yoga 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St.
Sunday — Third Sunday in Lent

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook,
Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Juls Bratton and Charlee Howsare and family,
Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, Ken Harkless, Marilyn
Horton, Kathy Keith, Rachel Kensinger, J.C. and Naomi (Noni) Lehman & Family,
Kristen Malloy, Dan Ross, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb
Sollenberger, Bill Stahl, Jim Stewart, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On
Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,

Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.
Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.
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St. Matthew Martinsburg

| "Wednesday Lenten Schedule
ﬁf, 'l 5:30PM Dinner & 6:30PM Compline
All in the Fellowship Hall

February 25" ~ Vegetable Soup & Ox Roast

March 4" ~ Grilled Cheese & Tomato Soup
March 11*" ~ Chili & Cornbread
March 18" ~ Potato Soup & Ham Sandwiches

March 25 ~ Chef’s Choice

- d followship, and wonshi w
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RETURN
OF YOGA

Join Pastor Traci

in the Fellowship Hall
for Gentle Yoga

for All Abilities

Tuesdays In March:
3, 24" 31°" at 6PM
&

. Every Wednesday
in March at 7PM-ish,
Following Lenten
Worship

Sarah Detwiler is coordinating with the Altar Guild updating our
Chrismons for the Christmas season. Volunteers are needed for this project.
The first work session will be Wednesday, March 18th with Mending
Ministry. This project will continue throughout the year.



2026 Parish Directory
Please contact Jen with updates to your contact information for the upcoming
directory by Monday, March 16th. Additionally, there is a copy of the Parish
Directory at the Usher Station with a red pen attached to mark any updates. Thank
you for your assistance in keeping the directory current.

Office Closure During Inclement Weather
On days that the Spring Cove School District cancels or delays instruction due to

weather, the church office will be closed as well. In the event of an emergency, Pastor
Traci can be reached at 814-935-9237.

If services need to be cancelled for inclement weather, we will attempt to
notify you using email (like we do for the Sunday Bulletin and
Messenger) and Facebook. On days when the weather is questionable,
please check these notifications before you travel. If you need a phone
call instead, please let the office know.

@& A silver earring was found last Sunday. Please contact the office to claim it.

Martinsburg Food Pantry -

*’?/ Volunteers from Martinsburg Grace Brethren Church will R
: be helping at the Food Pantry on the first and third
Thursdays, March 5 and March 19, besides the regular
helpers. It will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., and Saturdays at 11:00 a.m.
by appointment.

The food items most needed for March are: Juice, Hamburger Helper, Pancake
Mix, Pancake Syrup, and Paper Towels. These or any items can be placed in the
food basket at church.

Many thanks!
Linda Smith

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. Altar
Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up now for
the Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price - $40.00




St. Matthew’s 4th Annual
St. Patrick's Good Luck Game Day
S Baked Potato Bar

Baked Potatoes,
Toppings, Drinks
& Desserts
Provided

Bring Your
Favorite

Board Game Or
Card Game



Community Mending Ministry at St. Matthew

XFavorite clothing in need of repair? X
Give it another chance!

Bring laundered clothes that need mending
to work on yourself or get help from our sewers.
Materials, machines, & expertise provided.
And we’ll have snacks!

Wednesday, March 18th
2PM to 4PM

St. Matthew Lutheran Martinsburg Fellowship Hall
115 E Penn Street (Maple Street Parking Lot)

The Weekend.

Allegheny Synod Youth Event
December 11-13, 2026
St. James Lutheran Church & Comfort Inn
Huntingdon, PA




OPENING HYMN 1 Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW #325
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual




*HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World ELW #323
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.



Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953

Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.

Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

*SENDING SONG Spirit, Open My Heart ACS #1043
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Spir-it, 0 - pen my heart to the joy and pain of
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liv-ing. As you love may I love, in re - ceiv - ing
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and in  giv - ing. Spir - it, 0 - pen my heart.
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1 God, re - place my ston - y heart with a  heart that’s
2 Write your love up - on my heart as my law, my
3 May I weep with those who  weep; share the  joy of
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kind and ten - der. All my cold - ness  and
goal, my sto - ry. In each thought, word, and
friend and neigh - bor. As 1 live from  day to
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fear to your I now sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
day, love will my fin - est la - bor.



