The First Sunday in Lent

February 18, 2024
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you add
your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center aisle.
Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become familiar with our family in
Christ. These sheets help our pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are
looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship
and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who
draws all people together through Jesus. C: Amen.

P: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

P: Holy God,

C: we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We
hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways
that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in
our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins
only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen.

P: Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us,
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of

life through  Jesus Christ. C: Amen,

*OPENING HYMN Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW # 326

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



*KYRIE ELW # S147
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



ELW # 5148

*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,
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we praise you for your glo - ry.

wor-ship you, we give you thanks,

E==

B

g # L ),
5 i ——1
‘~‘JV I ! P~ S —- !

Lord God, Lamb of God,

Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin.
Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked
foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 9:8-17
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, %‘As for me, I am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, ‘%and with every living creature
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with
you, as many as came out of the ark. !l establish my covenant with you, that never
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there
be a flood to destroy the earth.” 2God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I
make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: 31 have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. **When | bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen
in the clouds, 31 will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. **When the bow is in the clouds, | will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on
the earth.” 1’God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PsALM 25:1-10 (read responsively)
To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
“Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
SLead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all the day long.
®Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.



"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
%You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
OAIl your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:18-22
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit,
Lin which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2°who in
former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through
water. 2!And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW # S151b
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he is  gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

*Gospel: Mark 1:9-15

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. '°And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. *And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”



12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. *He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the

angels waited on him.

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news
of God, *and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;

repent, and believe in the good news.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

HoMILY Paul Longwell
*HYMN OF THE DAY When We Are Tested ACS # 922
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for e - hef,
3 When we are tempt - ed to bar - ter our  souls,
4 When we  have strug - gled and searched throughthe  night,
05
e | = —> >
. | —
fam - ished for bread when  the world of - fers stone,
plead - ing for paths marked by cer - tain be - lief,
trad - ing the truth  for the pow’r to con - trol,

sort - ing and sift - ing the wrong from the right,
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nour-ish  us, God, by your word and your way,
lift us to love you be - yond sign and test,
teach us to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
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food that sus - tains us by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will  in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and  of prayer.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



*APOSTLES’ CREED

P:
C

Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

. | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We
give thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people. Hear us, O God. C:
Your mercy is great.

: God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants.

Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve species
and habitats endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O God. C:
Your mercy is great.

: God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations

of power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

: God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving,

ill, afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect
any at risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

: God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we assemble.

Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, convalescing, or
traveling. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

: God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember

with gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also dwell
with you in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. C: Amen.



*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray... Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these
gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. Feed us not
only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace. We pray this in
your name. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW # S152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PROPER PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for
the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness
of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord ELW # S153
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things.

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.

He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his

promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your

holy and life-giving light. By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with
this heavenly food, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your

Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.



*LORD'S PRAYER
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your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
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*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
*INVITATION

P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. Come and see.

*BLESSING

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. C: Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray... Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable
grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed
the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and

keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and = give you peace.
C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow ELW # 327

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Share your bread. C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #5B105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Serving God and Us
Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Assisting Minister — Steve Oswalt
Our Lectors — Scouts
Our Acolyte — Lily Lightner
Our Usher — Mike Lamborn
Our Altar Guild — Elaine Buchart, Tina Harclerode
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner
First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs”

This Week at St. Matthew:
814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Tues. 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Jen — Mon. — Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
This Week Events
Today - Scout Sunday
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday — Employee Mtg., Fellowship Hall 10:00 am
Meager Meal, Fellowship Hall 6:15 pm
Lenten Service, Fellowship Hall 7:00 pm
Sunday — Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Carl Alexy, Vivian Beach, Fred

Brandenberg, Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson,

Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Janet Kreider, Ginny Sell, Bill Stahl.



Prayer Concerns: Dawn Alexy, Amy & Family, Randy Barrett, Elaine Buchart,
Kaye Burket, Caleb, Diane Cappel, Ted Chipperfield, Phillip Claar, Dave Clayton,
Greg Comer, Terry & Cathy Creek, Greg Dick, Pastor Sharon Erb, Brian Fleck, Ron
Focht, Jim Fritz, LJ Gilbert, Martie Gilbert, Brenda Harley & Family, Joe Harteis,
Rodger Hoover, Marilyn Horton, Baby James, Alex Klotz, Darren Kreutzer, Linda
Lehman, Carrie Lively, Kristen Malloy, Ruth Marshall, Karrie McCall & Family,
Betty McDowell, Rick Mcintyre, Aunt Mica, Carl Miner, Charles Minnick &
Family, Nathan, Deb Peters, Bob & Annette Ritchey, Paul Ruth, Ron Short, Denny

Smith (Shelly Hill), Jean Stonerook, Cindy Thomas, Tiffany Townsend, Drew
Wenzel, Craig Werner, Jean White, Joel Widmann, Pete Williams, Pat Winston,
Tom Woodrow, Jody Zelanko, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s
wWings.

Away at School: Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Camryn Gates, Elizabeth Haffling,
Jeff Hoenstine.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer,
Nathan Smith (German




We welcome members of our Scout Troop 358 on this Scout Sunday, and we thank

the following participants for their leadership of today's liturgy:

Lectors: Brandon Reynolds, Daniel Longwell, Caleb Eger, Jordan Smith

Special Music: Daniel Longwell
Homily: Paul Longwell, Scoutmaster
AV Tech: Camden Kuster

Scout Troop 358
Caden Eger
Caleb Eger

Johnathan Illig
Jace King
William Kirby
Camden Kuster
Gavin Kuster
Daniel Longwell
Alex Neuder

Brandon Reynolds
Jordan Smith

Leaders
Allen Kuster, Assistant Scoutmaster
Paul Longwell, Scoutmaster
Aaron Reynolds, Assistant Scoutmaster
Ted Reynolds, Assistant Scoutmaster



- B: Annual Giving Statements for 2023 are available in the Narthex. Those
P ~ nhot picked up will be mailed.

Office Closure During Inclement Weather
On days that the Spring Cove School District cancels or delays instruction
due to weather, the church office will be closed as well. In the event of an
emergency, Pastor Traci can be reached at 814-935-9237.

Martinsburg Food Pantry
N, Volunteers from the Grace Brethren Church will be helping, = .
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B - along with the regulars, to distribute food on the first and l
#8 " SV third Thursdays, March 7 and March 21 from 9:00 to 11:00 $&= b
| — am. [ S—t

March items most needed are: Cereal, Fruit, Scalloped Potatoes, Pancake Mix,
Syrup and Toilet Paper
These or any items can be placed in the basket at the church.

Many thanks for the February donations!
Linda Smith

2024 Young at Heart Luncheon
Social Ministry & Fellowship Committees will host a Young at
Heart Luncheon which is being planned for July 16, 2024 at Noon
in the Fellowship Hall. Main course will be ham loaf. We will
require an RSVP and more details will be announced.

Lent of Love
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for dinner and worship on the five Wednesdays
between Ash Wednesday and Holy Week. Dinner is at 6:15PM & Evening Prayer is
at 7PM. Each worship service will focus on a biblical story about different aspects
of love.



Beginning Wednesday, February 21, a mid-week Lenten meal will be prepared and
served for anyone wishing to attend. The soup and sandwich meal will be served at
6:15 pm; the Mid-week Lenten service will beginat 7 pm. The meal AND the service
will take place in the Fellowship Hall.

Social Ministry Committee will deliver soup and a sandwich to the shut-ins.
Following is a list of menus:

February 21  Vegetable soup and ox roast sandwich
Worship and Music Committee

February 28  Chili and cornbread
Finance Committee

March 6 Tomato soup and toasted cheese sandwich
Christian Education Committee

March 13 Chicken noodle soup and chicken salad sandwich
Fellowship Committee

March 20 Potato soup and ham and cheese sliders
Social Ministry Committee

Everyone is invited to attend and join in the fellowship of sharing a meal and
worship together.

BLAIR-HUNTINGDON CONFERENCE
W WASIKY
EOWLEIMNG
Easter Fl owers FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT CAMPUS MINISTRY

We are offering a variety of flowers to
enhance our sanctuary on Easter Sunday.

If you wish to place flowers in the
church for Easter Sunday, please complete
the bulletin insert and return it to Margie
Smith by placing in her mail box OR, place
the form in an envelope and then in the

offering plate. Your check should be made MORRISONS COVE
payable to: "'St. Matthew Flower Fund." MEMORIAL PARK LANES
. . . April |Suggested Dc_m_ation S=0
Deadline for ordering is gl P e

Su nday MarCh 10 2024 4-BPM | RSVP: blairhuntingdonlutherans@gmail.com




*OPENING HYMN Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW # 326
0| .
J D | = }
& .
J
1 Bless now, O God, the jour - ney that all your peo - ple make,
2 Bless so- journ-ers and pil - grimswho share this wind-ing  way;
3 Di - vine e - ter-nal lov - er, you meet us on the road.
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the  path through noise and si - lence,the way of give and take.
your hope burns through the ter - rors, your love sus-tains the day.
We  wait for lands of prom - ise where milk and hon-ey flow,
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The trail 1s found in des - ert and winds the moun-tain  round,
We yearn for ho - ly free - dom while of - ten we are bound;
but wait-ing not for plac - es, you meet us all a round.
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then leads be-side still wa - ters, the road where faith 1s  found.
to - geth-er we are seek - ing the road where faith is  found.
Our COV - € - nant 18 writ - ten on roads, as faith 18  found.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*HYMN OF THE DAY When We Are Tested ACS # 922
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,
3 When we are tempt - ed to bar - ter our souls,
4 When we  have strug - gled and searched throughthe  night,
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fam - ished for bread when  the world of - fers stone,
plead - ing for paths marked by cer - tain be - lief,
trad - ing  the truth  for the pow’r to con - trol,
sort - ing  and sift - ing the wrong from the right,
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nour-ish  us, God, by your word and your way,
lift us to love you be - yond sign and test,
teach us to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
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food that  sus tains  us by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and  of prayer.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



*SENDING SONG Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow ELW # 327
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I Through the  night of doubt and sor - row, on - ward
2 One the  light of God’s own pres - ence on the
3 One the  strain that lips  of thou - sands lift as
4 On - ward, there-fore, sis - ters, broth - ers; on - ward,
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goes the pil - grim band, sing - ing songs of ex - pec -
ran-somed peo - ple shed, chas - ing far the gloom and
from the heart of one; one the con - flict, one the
with the cross our aid. Bear its shame,and fight its
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ta - tion, march -ing to the prom-ised land. Clear be -
ter - ror, bright-'ning  all the path we tread. One the
per - i, one the march in God  be - gun. One the
bat - tle tll  we rest be - neath its shade. Soon shall
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fore us through the dark - ness gleams and  burns the
ob - ject of our jour - ney,  one the faith which
glad - ness of re - joic - ing on the far e -
come the great a -  wak-'ning; soon the rend - ing
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guid - ing light; pil - grim clasps the hand  of
nev - er tires, one the ear - nest look - ing
ter - nal shore, where the one al - might -y
of the tomb! Then the scat - t'ring of all
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pil - grim step - ping fear - less through the  night.
for - ward, one the hope our God in - spires.
Fa - ther reigns in love for - ev - er - more.
shad - ows, and the end of toil and gloom.

Text: Bernhardt S. Ingemann, 1789-1862; tr. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924, alt.

Music: EBENEZER, Thomas J. Wil

liams, 1869-1944



