Second Sunday after Epiphany

January 18, 2026
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After
you add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward
the center aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so
that you become familiar with our family in Christ.
These sheets help our pastor and congregation with
our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. C: Amen.

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

C: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the
expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek
your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a
spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in * Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live
for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. C: Amen.

*OQPENING HYMN Jesus Call Us, o’er the Tumult ELW # 696

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE You Are Holy
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* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945

Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America,
South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.




*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us
forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you,
follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7

'Listen to me, O coastlands;
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lord called me before I was born;
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
3 And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
4But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the Lord
and my reward with my God.”

> And now the Lord says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honored in the sight of the Lord,
and my God has become my strength—
%he says,
“It 1s too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

"Thus says the Lord,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,



“Kings shall see and stand up;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the Lord, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 40:1-11 (read responsively)
'T waited patiently upon the Lord,
who stooped to me and heard my cry.
2The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure.
3 The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God,;
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord.
* Happy are they who trust in the Lord!
They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.
> Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God! In your plans for us,
none can be compared with you!
Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than I can
count.
¢ Sacrifice and offering you do not desire;
you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not
required.
7 And so I said, “Here I am; I come.
In the scroll of the book it is written of me:
8<I love to do your will, O my God;
your law is deep within me.’”
?I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly;
I have not restrained my lips, O Lord, you know.
10T have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your
faithfulness and your deliverance;
I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great
assembly.
'Y ou are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me;
may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe.



SECOND READING:1 Corinthians 1:1-9
'Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother
Sosthenes,

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

41 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, > for in every way you have been enriched in him,
in speech and knowledge of every kind ¢ just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you ’ so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end,
so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ® God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*Gospel: John 1:29-42
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world!*° This is he of whom I said, ‘After
me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ! I myself
did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might
be revealed to Israel.” > And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the
one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the
Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 3* And I
myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.”

33 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 3¢ and as he
watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 3" The
two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 3 When Jesus turned
and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said
to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you
staying?” 3 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was
staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon. %’ One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. ! He first found his brother Simon and said to
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 4> He brought
Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You
are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY Pastor Traci

*HYMN OF THE DAY [ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW # 815



* APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people to
work together for justice and peace, following the example of Martin Luther King
Jr., renewer of society, whose birth we remember this week. Merciful God, C:
receive our prayer.

. Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places,

endangered species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those affected by
natural disasters. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

- Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who

speak truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to advocate for
people in need. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

. Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or

illness. Bring an end to social injustice and inequities of every kind, so that all
people may have abundant life. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

. Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of our

mission and guide our ministries in this community. Kindle in us a desire to help
one another. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

- Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with gratitude the

faithful departed who now rest in you. Strengthen us to the end, that we may see
you face to face. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

. Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend

all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus
our Savior. C: Amen.



*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be
for the world signs of your kingdom come. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*PROPER PREFACE
P: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in
the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things.

Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your
holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we
may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
*INVITATION

P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the
table; taste and see.

COMMUNION HYMN

Brightest and Best of the Stars ELW #303

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace. C Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A:

Let us pray...Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In
the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us
from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and

bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart

*SENDING SONG

for praise * bless you now and forever. C: Amen.

We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW # 866

*DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE



Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God.

Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Pianists — Dr. Adam Smith, Ben Decker
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Acolyte — Mace Baker
Our Assisting Minister — Greg Haffling
Our Lector — Jane Hoenstine
Our Usher — Randy McGraw
Our Altar Guild — Jean Sinal, Jane Fagans
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs”

o Prayers of Christian sympathy and comfort are requested for the friends and
family of Victoria Smith Fowler, who died Tuesday January 13%. Victoria is
Rebecca Erb's sister.

o For comfort and sympathy, we pray for the friends and family of Patricia
Winston who joined the saints of heaven early on Friday, January 16%,

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean
Stonerook, Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.




Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Juls Bratton and Charlee Howsare and family,
Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, Ken Harkless, Marilyn
Horton, Kathy Keith, Rachel Kensinger, J.C. and Naomi (Noni) Lehman & Family,
Kristen Malloy, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, Bill
Stahl, Jim Stewart, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,
Jeftf Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours

Pastor Traci is away January 20-22 at a conference at Sequanota. She can be
reached at 814-935-9267.

Jen — Tues — Thurs. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events
Today — 2" Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Monday — Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Sunday — 3" Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Cookie Donations Requested
Cookie donations are requested for Bishop Kevin’s installation on
February 7th. The cookies need to be at the church by Friday, February
6™ at noon. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the
Narthex.

If services need to be cancelled for inclement weather, we will attempt to
notify you using email (like we do for the Sunday Bulletin and
Messenger) and Facebook. On days when the weather is questionable,
please check these notifications before you travel. If you need a phone
call instead, please let the office know.



Office Closure During Inclement Weather
On days that the Spring Cove School District cancels or delays instruction due to

weather, the church office will be closed as well. In the event of an emergency, Pastor
Traci can be reached at 814-935-9237.

Y vl Martinsburg Food Pantry BT 174

Volunteers from Salem Church, along with regular volunteers,
will be assisting with the distribution of food on Thursdays,
February 5 and February 19, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m..

The most needed items are: Beverages, Fruit, Pasta Sauce, Cleaning Products,
and Paper Towels. We are grateful for the filled shelves!

Many thanks to those that helped at the two Thursdays in January: Amy and Greg
Haffling, Ed Kreider and Dean Grubb, Peggy Steinfurth and Audrey Stern! Also,
we thank and appreciate the monetary gifts of $395. from St. Matthew Members!

Linda Smith

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board.
Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign up
now for the Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price -

$40.00




Join us %Jma/y/o/’
Cross Country Book Study

St. Matthew Lutheran Church of Martinsburg, PA &
St. Timothy Lutheran Church of Hudson, IA

Pastor Traci & Pastor Dena
invite you to meet members
of our extended church
family and discuss by Zoom
Robin Wall Kimmerer’s

THE The Serviceberry
SERVICEBERRY
Ablfndance and Reciprocity ThurSday, January 29th
in the Natural World 7PM EST / GPM CST

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER
AuTHOR oF BRAIDING SWEETGRASS See your Pastor for the Zoom link



*OQPENING HYMN Jesus Call Us, o’er the Tumult ELW # 696
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818—1895
Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922



*HYMN OF THE DAY [ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW # 815
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration



COMMUNION HYMN Brightest and Best of the Stars ELW #303
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1 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 What shall we give him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - ton,
5 Bright-est and  best of the stars of the morn - ing,
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low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - f'rings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts would his fa - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
SIE: | 5
o—r @ |
YV
J o s
Star of the east, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the 0 - cean,
rich - er by far is the heart's ad - o - ra - ton,
Star of the east, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
0 &
J |
G 7 2 | : o
7 . °
\_/
guide where our in - fant re - deem - er s laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - ior of all.
myrrh from the for - est or gold from the mine?
dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
guide where our im - fant re - deem - er 1S laid.

Text: Reginald Heber, 17831826, alt.

Music: MORNING STAR, James P. Harding, 1850-1911, adapt.



*SENDING SONG We Are Marching in the Light of God ELW # 866
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...



