Baptism of Our Lord

January 11, 2026
10:30 a.m. Worship

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After
you add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward
the center aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so
that you become familiar with our family in Christ.
These sheets help our pastor and congregation with
our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to join us here
at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, the fountain of living water, the rock
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. C: Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took
delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you

claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of
all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for
the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our
lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. C: Amen.



*OPENING HYMN

*GREETING

Arise, Your Light Has Come!

ELW #314

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE You Are Holy
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ho - si an - na, ho - si - an - na var Gud.
Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!

* May be sung in canon.

Text: Per Harling, b. 1945

Music: DU AR HELIG, Per Harling

Text and music © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America,
South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean.




*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray ... O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into
Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all
with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9
I Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make 1t heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
> Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk 1n it:
T am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness;
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
’to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
81 am the Lord; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
?See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 29 (read responsively)
! Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
*The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
> The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
% the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
" The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
? The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
1 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11O LoRD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, 3 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. 3® You know the message he sent to the people
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. >’ That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: ** how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him. ** We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, ** but God raised him
on the third day and allowed him to appear, *! not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. **He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. ** All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. '* John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?” !° But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us
in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. '® And when Jesus
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on
him. 7 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY Pastor Traci



*HYMN OF THE DAY Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways ACS #916
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3 We too have found a road-way; it led us to this place.
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but there with-in the riv - er the sign was birth and  grave.
“You are my own be - lov - ed, my child, my heart, my choice.”
“You are my own, my cho - sen, be - lov - ed of your Lord.”

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: MERLE’S TUNE, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

*NICENE CREED

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the



third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the

Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

A:

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite
us in mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all
who proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

: Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create

in us an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation.
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

- Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles

of violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee
from persecution. Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers. Merciful
God, C: receive our prayer.

. Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for

those seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all
who are grieving or ill. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

. Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve

Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for
travelers and those who are homebound. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

. Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those

who have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting
peace. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

- Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend

all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus
our Savior. C: Amen.



*THE PEACE
P: The peace of the LORD be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting
that is comfortable for both you and them.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;
we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us:

A: Let us pray ... Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be
for the world signs of your kingdom come. C: Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*PROPER PREFACE
P: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in

the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the

miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your

name and join their unending hymn:
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all.

By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.

He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given

for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in your
holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we
may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen.
\

*LLORD'S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God
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*INVITATION
P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the
table; taste and see.

COMMUNION HYMN Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW # 304

*BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. C Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray...Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In
the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us
from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and

bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. C: Amen.

*BENEDICTION
P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart

for praise * bless you now and forever. C: Amen.

*SENDING SONG Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW #310
*DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. C Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031
Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and
that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media.

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in honor of our mother Kaye
Burket’s birthday, given by her children and their families.




Serving God and Us

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew
Our Pastor — Rev. Traci Marriott
Our Organists — Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree
Our Pianists — Dr. Adam Smith, Ben Decker
Our Missionary Family — Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings
Our Administrative Assistant — Jen Ripka
Our Assistant Administrative Assistant — Laura Orczeck
Our Sexton — Phil Claar
Our Acolytes — Ben Decker, Gavin Kuster, Norah Kuster
Our Assisting Minister — Amanda Decker
Our Lector — Dawn Alexy
Our Usher — Paul Decker
Our Altar Guild — Jean Sinal, Jane Fagans
Our Audio/Video Tech — Camden Kuster
Our Offering Counters — Jim Barley, Beth Garner

First Quarter Ventures in Faith to “Local Needs”

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg,
Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Betty Helsel, Ruth Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean
Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston.

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the
end of the month. Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list
for an extended period of time.

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Juls Bratton and Charlee Howsare and family,
Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Julie Dick, Mary Farabaugh, Ken Harkless, Marilyn
Horton, Kathy Keith, Rachel Kensinger, J.C. and Naomi (Noni) Lehman & Family,
Kristen Malloy, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb Sollenberger, Bill
Stahl, Jim Stewart, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings.

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,
Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka.

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep.

George Walker upon his death on Friday, January 2nd. George is husband of

@ Prayers and Christian Sympathy are requested for the family and friends of
Elizabeth Walker, who is the daughter of Ronald Smith.



This Week at St. Matthew:

814-793-2413: Office Hours
Pastor Traci — Tues. — 3:00-6:00 p.m.
Jen — Tues — Wed., Fri. — 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

This Week Events

Today — Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday — Council Meeting. 6:30 p.m., Window Room/Zoom

Thursday — Food Pantry 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St

Saturday — Open House @ Lutheran Home for Bishop Collin’s Farewell
2:00-4:00 p.m.

Sunday — 2" Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Thanks to all who

attended and donated to
Adam Smith's holidag
benefit concert.

We raised $1045 for

Cam Sequcmota.
\K/ag to 90!

If services need to be cancelled for inclement weather, we will attempt to
notify you using email (like we do for the Sunday Bulletin and
Messenger) and Facebook. On days when the weather is questionable,
please check these notifications before you travel. If you need a phone
call instead, please let the office know.



Office Closure During Inclement Weather
On days that the Spring Cove School District cancels or delays instruction due to
weather, the church office will be closed as well. In the event of an emergency, Pastor

Traci can be reached at 814-935-9237.

{{; ¢ Martinsburg Food Pantry % vélisd
Q / Volunteers from St. Matthew will be helping and assisting in
the distribution of food on Thursdays, January 1 and January
15 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. Needed will be 3 or 4 helpers on
those days. See Elaine Buchart if you can help.

January food items most needed:
Instant Oatmeal, Fruit, Rice Sides, Peanut Butter, Jelly

Our thanks to all who have contributed food, supplies or monetary donations during
this past year. We ask for your continued support and prayers in 2026!

Linda Smith

Mitten Tree Thanks!

We want to thank everyone who contributed to the "Mitten Tree" by bringing many
colorful homemade, bought items, and financial gifts for needy elementary school
children. Because of your kindness, they will have a Warmer Winter!

These items were distributed to Martinsburg and Spring Cove Elementary
Schools. The total items received were 101 items! [12pairs of mittens and gloves,
59 hats, 12 hat and glove sets, 10 pairs of socks, 3 scarves and 2 hat, gloves and
scarves sets].

The 2026 Altar Flower chart is posted on the Narthex bulletin board.
Altar Flowers are a perfect way to remember loved ones. Please sign

up now for the Sunday you wish to place flowers on the Altar. Price -
$40.00




Jein us Wﬂmma/;; for
Cross Country Book Study

St. Matthew Lutheran Church of Martinsburg, PA &
St. Timothy Lutheran Church of Hudson, IA

Pastor Traci & Pastor Dena
invite you to meet members
of our extended church
family and discuss by Zoom
Robin Wall Kimmerer’s

THE The Serviceberry
SERVICEBERRY
Abundance and Reciprocity Thursday, Jaﬂuary 29“‘I
in the Natural World 7PM EST I GPM CST

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER
R o i See your Pastor for the Zoom link




*OPENING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come! ELW #314
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rse, your light has come! Fling wide the pris - on door;
3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in sor - row  born,
4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo -ry of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



*HYMN OF THE DAY Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways ACS #916
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1 Down Gal - i - lee’s slow road-ways a  strang-er trav-eled on
2 A - mns-ing from the riv - er he saw the heav-ens torn;
3 We too have found a road-way; it led us to this place.
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from Naz - a - reth to Jor - dan to be  bap-tized by John.
it seemed the sky so o - pen re - vealed the Spir-it’s form.
We all have had to trav - el in search of hope and grace.
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He went down to the wa - ters like sol - dier, scribe, and slave,
The ho - ly dove de - scend-ed a - mid a glo - rious voice:
But now be - side this wa - ter a - gain a voice 1is  heard.
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but there with-in the riv - er the sign was birth and  grave.
“You are my own be - lov - ed, my child, my heart, my choice.”
“You are my own, my cho - sen, be - lov - ed of your Lord.”

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: MERLE’S TUNE, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.



COMMUNION HYMN  Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW # 304
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1 Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir - it on you
2 God  called you,“My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant
3 Straight-way and stead-fast wun - til death you then o-beyed the
4 Bap - tize us with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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came, as peace - ful as a dove, and yet as
true, sent to pro - claim the reign  of heav’'n, God’s
call to serve with free and will - ing heart, to
signed, that like - wise in God’s ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will  to do, God’s ho - ly will  to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.

Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -1-fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -1 - fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod -y, faint-ing soul;
4 GQGrant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by  the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest 1in thy God-head man-1 - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to 1m - 1 - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branchof roy - al Da-vid’s stem in thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - 1 - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter 1in - to wine;
man - 1 - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed . .
’ od in flesh made man-1 - fest.
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, <
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,




