
The 14th Sunday after Pentecost  

September 14, 2025 
10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

We ask that all present sign our Friendship Sheet. After you 

add your name to the sheet, please pass it toward the center 

aisle. Then return it to the outside aisle so that you become 

familiar with our family in Christ. These sheets help our 

pastor and congregation with our ministry. If you are looking for a church home, 

we invite you to join us here at St. Matthew to worship and serve Christ together!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

 

P: Merciful and loving God, 

C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble 

about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 

and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 

found. Amen. 

 

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 

world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ 

Jesus, your sins are forgiven!. C: Amen. 

*OPENING HYMN Jesus Loves Me! ELW # 595 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

  



*KYRIE             S138 

  



*HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God S139 

 
  



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray … O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 

yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we 

may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our 

life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.. 

C: Amen. 

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 

7 The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 

out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn 

aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an 

image of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are 

your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!’ ” 9 The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked 

they are. 10 Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I 

may consume them, and of you I will make a great nation.” 

  11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your 

wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 

with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 

was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to 

consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 

your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, 

Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying 

to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this 

land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it 

forever.’ ” 14 And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to 

bring on his people. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

  



PSALM 51:1-10(read responsively) 

 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3 For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 

 5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 9 Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was 

formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received 

mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord 

overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying 

is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received 

mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 

patience as an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal 

life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

  



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION S142a 

 

 

*Gospel: Luke 15:1-10 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And 

the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.” 

  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 

and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 

after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on 

his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his 

friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my 

lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 

  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not 

light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when 

she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 

with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is 

joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

HOMILY  Pastor Traci 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW # 807 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  

P: Let us confess our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day 



he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A: Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times 

when we have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of love. 

Empower us to live as a community of mercy. God of grace, C: receive our 

prayer. 

A: Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed this 

earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have made, 

and grant us wisdom and strength to take action toward restoring your creation to 

its fullness. God of grace, C: receive our prayer. 

A: Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct them 

to make just decisions that serve the common good. Make them instruments of 

your mercy in the world, working to heal divisions and promote peace. God of 

grace, C: receive our prayer. 

A: Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to those 

who are sick, grieving, or in pain. Give us compassionate hearts to accompany 

those who are hurting and courage to work for justice and mercy. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 

A: Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply 

us with humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and 

generosity to extend mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace, C: receive 

our prayer. 

A: Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console 

those who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace, C: receive 

our prayer. 

P: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer 

and friend. C: Amen. 

  



*THE PEACE   

P: The peace of the LORD be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those around you using a greeting  

that is comfortable for both you and them. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

An offering plate is located near the entrance to the nave;  

we offer thanks for the abundance God has first shown us: 

A: Let us pray … Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have 

given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, 

who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are 

suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING  ELW # S144a 

 

 

 

*PROPER PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

  



*SANCTUS     Holy, Holy, Holy Lord    ELW # S144b 

 

 

 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which 

all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with 

manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his 

coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.  

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger 

and want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 

your holy Church, both now and forever. C: Amen. 

*LORD’S PRAYER  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:  

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 



sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

*THE AGNUS DEI Lamb of God ELW # S146 

 

 

 

 

*INVITATION 

P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 

C: Thanks be to God 

COMMUNION HYMN Our Father, We Have Wandered ELW # 606 

*BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our LORD Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. C: Amen. 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A: Let us pray… O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed 

us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in 

need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. C: Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to 

the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. C: Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  Thy Holy Wings ELW # 613 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. C: Thanks be to God. 

*POSTLUDE 



Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SB105031 

Also, please be advised that our parking lot has surveillance cameras and 

 that our worship service is video recorded and/or live-streamed on social media. 
 

Today's Altar Flowers are placed to the Glory of God in honor of Ruth Marshall 

and in memory of my mother Mary Feathers from Jean Sinal. 

Serving God and Us 

Our Ministers - the People of St. Matthew 

Our Pastor – Rev. Traci Marriott  

Our Organists – Mary Nelson, DeAnna Cree 

Our Missionary Family – Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings 

Our Administrative Assistant – Jen Ripka 

Our Assistant Administrative Assistant – Laura Orczeck 

Our Sexton – Phil Claar 

Our Assisting Minister – Lottie Ebersole 

Our Lector – Carla Brumbaugh 

Our Usher – Paul Decker 

Our Altar Guild – Janet Stewart, Elaine Buchart 

Our Audio/Video Tech – Camden Kuster 

Our Offering Counters – Jim Barley, Beth Garner 

Third Quarter Ventures in Faith to “OEW and Missionaries” 

Prayers are needed for our homebound: Mary Jane Allision, Fred Brandenburg, 

Linda Claar, Mary Creps, Gerry Girolami, Betty Helsel, Allen Heltzel, Ann Irvin, Ruth 

Johnson, Audrey & Dan Kensinger, Jean Stonerook, Pat & Robert Winston. 

So we can give special attention to those with pressing needs, names were removed at the 

end of the month.  Please let the office know if a name should be added to the prayer list 

for an extended period of time. 

Prayer Concerns: Baby Campbell, Greta Buchart, Doug Bush, Terry Creek, Julie 

Dick, Joe Fagnani, Mary Farabaugh, Marilyn Horton, Rachel Kensinger, Kristen 

Malloy, Janice Orczeck, John Russell, Dan Sinal, Joshua Sollenberger, Kaleb 

Sollenberger, and for our Missionaries: Robin Abrol, On Eagle’s Wings. 

 

Away at School: Max Baker, Christopher Bush, Olivia Day, Jay Hoenstine,  

   Jeff Hoenstine, Camden Kuster, Lacey Ripka. 

Those Serving in our Armed Forces: Bradley Buchart, Melody Estep, Colin Guyer. 



 

This Week at St. Matthew: 

814-793-2413: Office Hours  

Pastor Traci – Away at Bishop Convocation 9/15-9/17.  

She may be reached on her cell at 814-935-9267. 

Jen – Mon. – Fri. 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

This Week Events  

 Today –   14th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room 

   Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

 Thursday –   Food Pantry 9:00-11:00 a.m., Allegheny St 

 Sunday –   15th Sunday after Pentecost 

   Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Window Room 

   Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Vigil 
Saturday, October 4th, from 6:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church will hold our annual World Prayer Vigil in 

observance of World Communion Sunday, October 5th. Members are 

asked to commit one half hour to pray for any concerns of a personal, church, or 

worldwide nature. We hope to have enough participation to fill a twelve-hour time 

period with continuous prayer. The sign-up sheet is located on the Narthex Bulletin 

Board. 

  



 

 

Martinsburg Food Pantry 
 

 

Volunteers from Memorial Church of the Brethren will be 

helping distribute food at the pantry on Thursdays, 

September 4 and September 18 from 9:00 am until 11:00 am. 

During harvest time, if you have any extra vegetables or fruit, it would be 

appreciated on the dates we are open. 

 

Items most needed for September: Hamburger Helper, Peanut Butter, Pasta 

Sauce, Baked Beans, and Paper Towels. 

 

We want to thank members for the school supplies, food, and monetary donations. 

 

Many thanks, 

Linda Smith 

 
 

        Adult Sunday School Class 

Beginning today, Sunday, September 14 the Adult Sunday 

School class will be studying the Gospel of John using the 

N. T. Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guide.  N. T. 

Wright is a research professor of New Testament and 

early Christianity at the University of St. Andrews in 

Scotland and taught New Testament studies for twenty 

years at Cambridge, McGill, and Oxford Universities.  His 

study guide leads us to experience the Gospel of John in 

new ways through thoughtful questions, prayer 

suggestions, and useful background and cultural 

information.  Whether you want to participate in 

discussions or join us as a silent observer, all are welcome 

as we study God’s word in community. We meet at 9:30 

Sunday mornings in the Window Room. 

 

  



 

*AT LEGION PARK, HOLLIDAYSBURG 

  



 

 

*Our organist De Cree will be selling aprons at this event.  



*OPENING HYMN Jesus Loves Me! ELW # 595 

 

 

  



*HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW # 807 

 

  



COMMUNION HYMN Our Father, We Have Wandered ELW # 606 

 

 

  



*SENDING SONG  Thy Holy Wings ELW # 613 

 


